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About the Author: Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 
 
Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Jr. was the sixth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine 
(McCauley) Kavanaugh and was born on November 14, 1945.  He attended St. 
Peter’s School for the first 8 grades and then went to St. Meinrad Seminary for one 
semester in the Fall of 1959.  He returned home in January and attended Montgomery 
High school where he graduated on May 10, 1963. 
 
 After graduation he went on active duty in the Army to Fort Jackson, SC for six 
months active duty as part of the Indiana National Guard. He did his Basic Training 
and Advanced Infantry Training there as well. Because he went into the National 

Guard when he was still 17 he only had to spend 3 ½ years so in the fall of 1966 he was discharged with 
an honorable discharge.  
 
In November of 1963 when he returned from active duty, he worked as a meat cutter from December of 
1963 to September of 1964 at Arnold’s Key Market in Washington.  In September of 1964 He enrolled in 
a trade school in Indianapolis for Data Processing and was on the ground floor of the computer age.  Upon 
graduation, he worked at the Indiana State Office Building in Indianapolis starting in August of 1965, then 
transferred to the Vincennes District Office in March, 1966 until July of 1966 when He accepted a job in 
the newly established computer department for U.S. Railway in Washington, Indiana.  In March of 1968, 
Louis accepted a position as an Electrical Accounting Machine (EAM) Operator at the Crane Naval Base 
and later worked his way up to computer operator working on main frame computers. He spent nearly 10 
years as a computer Operator starting in March of 1970 and In November of 1980 was selected as a 
programmer analyst.  He worked at Crane for over 40 years before retiring on April 3, 2008. 
   
Louis married Liz Michaels on July 23, 1966 at St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery.  They had 5 children, 
Sheri, Louie III, Jim, Brian and John.  Louis and Liz also have 16 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren. His family has been the most important part of his life and he has dedicated his life to the 
care and well being of them.  They build a home on the north edge of Montgomery where they raised their 
family.  
 
Louis was also involved in the Right to Life movement for many years and served as Daviess County 
President and State President and the Indiana’s Representative on the National Right to Life Board.  He  
assumed the President of the Local Daviess County Right to Life in 1978 and has helped to build that 
organization to one of the most respected in the state.   
 
He also broadcasted play by play games for Barr-Reeve High School on radio for WRZR Radio in 
Loogootee for nearly 30 years.  In his retirement from Crane, he also wrote a Barr-Reeve Sports Column 
for the Loogootee Tribune for nearly 7 years. During his days of Sport casting he was able to cover Barr-
Reeve in every State appearance they were in retiring after the 2015 Barr-Reeve Boys State 
Championship run.   
 
Louis Kavanaugh Jr. has also been doing research into his family history since the early 1970’s.  His goal 
was to put together a Family History of his Dad’s (Kavanaugh) and his Mom’s (McCauley) side of the 
family for future generations of his family.  Once that was started it branched out to O’Connors, Harts, 
Walsh and it just kept going.  So many times he reached a dead end but was later to find an open door.  He 
never found all the information he wanted but he has amassed over 400 pages in this far reaching data that 
he never dreamed he would find.  With the completion of this extensive family history that dream has 
been realized.  
   



 
 

 
  
 
I want to take this opportunity to dedicate this History Book to my Parents Louis A. Sr. & Catherine 
“McCauley” Kavanaugh.  Mom always tried to give me information on my Grandparents and both sides 
of the family for that matter and I was always interested in my relatives and what relation they were to 
me.  I always joked to some of my second cousins they were related to me but they did not want to spread 
that around.  I also remember when I told my Uncle Bernie Kavanaugh that I was attempting to find 
information on the family history and his words to me were “Why do you want to do that for, you may 
find out we had horse thieves in the family back there.”  Well for those who knew Uncle Bernie, you 
would not be surprised by that remark.   
 
I began my research back in the 1970’s by listening to my uncles and aunts talk about the old days and 
listen to their stories about our relatives.  I began by asking my aunts and uncles to put down the full 
names of their children, birth dates and other information.  As time went on I developed three generational 
charts that had the Parents, Children and Grandchildren for all my uncles and aunts.  As I learned more 
about the families and as the families grew I expanded my research, and at times, I became overwhelmed.   
 
And you could see with the large families, my dad’s family had 11 children, my mom’s family had 8 and 
going on to my Great Grandparents and their children, how fast this would multiply.    I have been blessed 
to have some cousins who were also interested in the Family History and we have shared information 
back and forth. They have been very helpful in putting this history together. 
 
I have been fortunate that when the word got around that Louie Jr. was working on Family History to be 
the recipient of information that was sent my way.  I was side tracked from the family history research 
because of raising five children, working to earn a living for them and being involved in the Right to Life 
movement.  It was a hit and miss for many years and finally when I retired I was able to devote more time 
to it and I made some real progress.  
 
I accumulated so much data that I have had to be selective in what I put in this limited edition of the 
Kavanaugh/McCauley Family History.  I also ran into the problem of not having as many pictures to pick 
from on the McCauley side as some of those relatives had moved to St. Louis. I did the best I could to 
acquire pictures for all of the families involved in this family history.  
 
In this edition, I have included pictures of family members, short bios of all the family members that I had 
knowledge of from my brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts and grandparents. I have also included a family 
chart for as many families as possible which have their full name, date of birth and date of death (if 
deceased), date of their marriage that is if we were able to locate all that information. We also have in the 
bios where the deceased relative are buried.  Now I know that it is hard to keep the Family History current 
when there are births and deaths that take place all the time so at some point we had to set a cutoff date for 
final collection of data.  
 
I once again want to thank all the people who helped to supply information to me or helped in any way to 
put this Kavanaugh/McCauley Family History together. I want to especially thank Mary Ann Watkins on 
the McCauley side for her help and encouragement which kept me going. For those who view this 
Kavanaugh/McCauley History I do hope you enjoy it.  
 
 

Dedication of this Kavanaugh/McCauley 
History Book To My Parents 

By Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 

Page 1



 
 

Dedication & Overview.……………..…………………………..…………………...……....…….………… 1 
  

Chapter One: Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh Family……………………...………........ 4 
Chapter 1A Memories of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr……………………………..………. 22 
Chapter 1B Children of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr……………………………………… 52 
Chapter 1C Children & Families of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr…………………………… 69 
Chapter 1D Grandchildren of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr………………………………… 116 
Chapter 1E Recognitions for Children of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr..………………..…... 122 
Chapter 1F Award – Recognitions for Grand Children of Louis & Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr.…… 151 
Chapter 1G The Farm or The Home Place….......…………………………………………………………… 165 
  

Chapter Two: John & Mary "O'Connor" Kavanaugh Family….................................................................. 179 
Chapter 2A Vincent & Alma “Hagerty” Kavanaugh Family…………………………………………………... 195 
Chapter 2B Albert & Kathryn (Meyer) Kavanaugh Family…………………………………………………… 203 
Chapter 2C Harry & Vye “Engaborg” (Anderson) Kavanaugh Family…………………….………………….. 210 
Chapter 2D Bernie & Helen “Webber” Kavanaugh Family………………………………..………………….. 215 
Chapter 2E Louis & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh Family………………………………………………. 220 
Chapter 2F Frank & Oney “Cooper” Kavanaugh Family………………………………………………………. 221 
Chapter 2G Kavanaugh-Sisters, Bernice-Charlotte-Rose………………………………………………………. 227 
  

Chapter Three: John & Bridget “Walsh” McCauley Family..………………………….………………….. 240 
Chapter 3A James & Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan Family………………………………………………….…. 266 
Chapter 3B Charles & Evelyn “Butcher” McCauley Family…………………………………………………… 278 
Chapter 3C Alvin & Helen “McCauley” Doyle Family………………………………………………………... 284 
Chapter 3D Family Tree for McCauley Family………………………………………………………………… 290 
Chapter 3E Family Tree for Walsh Families…………………………………………………………………… 301 
Chapter 3F McCauley Reunion, 1965 & 1981 ………………………………………………………………… 308 
  

Chapter Four:Timothy & Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh Family…………………………………..….…. 313 
Chapter 4A Lawrence & Agnes (Healy) Kavanaugh…………………………………………………………… 335 
Chapter 4B Patrick & Julie (O’Connor) Kavanaugh……………………………………………………………. 356 
Chapter 4C John & Mary Lucy (O’Connor) Kavanaugh……………………………..………………………… 364 
Chapter 4D Mark (Brother of Timothy) & Anne "Kelly" Kavanaugh…………………………………………. 365 
  

Chapter Five: Michael Jr. & Bridget "Hart" O’Connor Family….……………………………………….. 380 
Chapter 5A John & Mary Lucy (O’Connor) Kavanaugh Family………………………………………………. 387 
Chapter 5B Pat & Julie (O’Connor) Kavanaugh Family…….…………………………………………………. 388 
Chapter 5C Matt & Corine (Arvin) O’Connor Family…………………………………………………….. 389 
Chapter 5D John & Cora (Mudd) O’Connor Family…………………………………………………………… 401 
Chapter 5E John & Anna (O’Connor) Oberst Family….……………………………………………………….. 418 
Chapter 5F Joe & Annie (Murphy) O’Connor Family…………………………………………………………. 420 
Chapter 5G Jim & Margaret (Matthews) O’Connor, Michael Leo O’Connor…………………………………. 426 
Chapter 5H Michael Sr. & Julie (Lundergan) Fitzgibbons O’Connor Family………………………………. 428 
  

Chapter Six: Churches Our Ancestors Attended in Daviess County.………….…………………………... 436 
  

Chapter Seven: History and Meaning of the Name Kavanaugh …………………………………………... 445 
  

Inside Back Cover - Home Place for Timothy-Margaret & Lawrence-Agnes Kavanaugh………………. 448 
  

Back Cover - The Kavanaugh Home Place Near Cannelburg…………………….………………………. 449 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 2



 
 

What is in each chapter of the Kavanaugh/McCauley Family History? 
 
Chapter-1 thru 1G: In these Chapters you will find information and pictures of Louis Sr. & Catherine 
Kavanaugh from their early days of marriage along with pictures, bios, and write ups on their 10 children.  
There is also info./pictures on awards their children/grandchildren received along with pictures of the 
home place just west of Cannelburg. The last chapter contains info./pictures on the Kavanaugh home 
place. 
 
Chapter-2 thru 2G: In these Chapters you will find information, pictures and bios of John and Mary 
Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and each of their families. This would be my Dad’s Parents, Brothers & 
Sisters. 
 
Chapter-3 thru 3F: In these Chapters you will find information, pictures and bios of John E. and Bridget 
“Walsh” McCauley and each of their families.  This would be my Mom’s Parents, Brothers & Sisters. The 
last two chapters, 3D and 3E contain information and Pictures of my Mom’s Father’s family and her 
Mother’s family information.   
 
Chapter-4 thru 4D: In these Chapters you will find information and pictures of Timothy and Margaret 
“Nolan” Kavanaugh and their families.  This would be my Dad’s Father’s Parents and his Uncle and 
Aunts on his Dad’s Side of the Family. 
 
Chapter-5 thru 5H: In these Chapters you will find information and pictures of Michael and Bridget 
“Hart” O’Connor and each of their families.  This would be my Dad’s Grandparents, Uncles & Aunts on 
his Mother’s side of the Family. The last chapter, 5H contain information and Pictures of Dad’s Great 
Grandparents on Dad’s Mother’s side of the family.  
 
Chapter-6: This Chapter contains information on Catholic Churches that our ancestors attended such as 
St. Peters, All Saints and St. Patricks as well as some history on them. 
 
Chapter-7: This Chapter contains information on Kavanaugh Name. 
 
THIS HISTORY WAS COMPLETED  - MAY, 2017 
DIGITAL COPY CAN BE VIEWED AT http://www.daviesscountyrtl.com/KavanaughHistory.html 
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The picture above was taken after the 50th Anniversary Mass held at All 
Saints Church in Cannelburg on Saturday afternoon on July 4, 1986.  A 
Reception followed in All Saint’s Hall for family and friends.   
 
 

 
Louis Sr. & Catherine Kavanaugh 

CHAPTER – 1 
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Louis Alvin & Catherine Mary (McCauley) Kavanaugh Sr. 
Married July 4, 1936 

Picture was taken after the 50th Anniversary Mass held at All Saints Church 
in Cannelburg on Saturday afternoon on July 4, 1986.  A Reception 
followed in All Saint’s Hall for family and friends. 

Their Children 
 

1. John Louis Kavanaugh 
2. Robert Lee Kavanaugh 
3. Charles Albert Kavanaugh 
4. Timothy Edward Kavanaugh 
5. Mary Kay “Kavanaugh” Andres 
6. Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Jr. 
7. David Bernard Kavanaugh 
8. Charlotte Ann “Kavanaugh” Lewinski 
9. Steven Michael Kavanaugh 
10. Mark Raymond Kavanaugh 
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Above: July 4, 1936: Wedding Day in Front of St. Patrick’s Church 
in Corning.  Catherine and Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 

Above: Official Wedding Picture:  Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in Center of Picture, Right is Helen “McCauley and 
Alvin Doyle. They married later.  Flower Girls (L-R) Lavern 
McCauley, Mildred Mahan and Janie McCauley. 
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Wedding Party Pose for Picture after Wedding Dinner.  This picture is of Louis Sr. & 
Catherine Kavanaugh as they pose outside a restaurant south of Washington after the wedding 
dinner.  The wedding was at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning and the wedding reception was 
back at St. Patrick’s Hall in Corning.  Pictured here: front: (L-R) Alvin Doyle, Helen McCauley, 
Louie & Catherine Kavanaugh, Ignatius McCauley. Back: (L-R) Not sure who the first couple is, 
Evelyn McCauley, Charlie McCauley, Dorothy & Jim Mahan Sr.  
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Pictures of Louis and Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh Sr.  
taken in their early days of courting in the 1930’s. 

Left: Louis and 
Catherine in 
1934, two years 
before they got 
married. I believe 
Mom told me this 
picture was taken 
just hours after 
she had some 
wisdom teeth 
pulled. Still looks 
pretty good here. 
 

Above: This picture of Louis & 
Catherine was taken at Spring Mill 
Park near Mitchell and I presume it 
was in the 1930’s. 

Left: This picture was 
taken of Louis Kavanaugh 
& Catherine McCauley on 
Easter Sunday in 1936. 
They were married on July 
4, 1936. 

Right: This picture was 
probably taken of Louie 
and Catherine sometime 
before they were married. 
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More Pictures of Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh 

Left: Picture of 
Louis & Catherine 
while Louie was 
visiting down at the 
McCauleys. 

Right: Picture of 
Louis & Cather-
ine along with 
one of the sons 
in front of the 
Kavanaugh 
Farm  House. 

Above: Picture of Louis & 
Catherine on their way to 
Ferdinand to visit Louie’s Sisters. 
 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine on 
Mother’s Day in 1958, (Charlotte’s 
First Communion Day) in front of the 
Farm House. 
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Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine in 
front of their home on the Kavanaugh 
Farm. 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine in 
front of the Christmas tree. Picture 
taken around 1970. 
 

Left: Picture of 
Louis & Catherine 
while visiting Cath-
erine’s Sister Helen  
& Alvin Doyle in 
Indianapolis. Pro-
bably taken in the 
1950’s. 

Right: Picture of 
Louis & Catherine 
while visiting Albert 
or Louis at St. 
Meinrad.  Most likely 
taken sometime 
around 1960. 
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Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine along 
with daughter Kay on her Graduation from 
Ferdinand Academy. Picture taken in May of 
1961. 
 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine along with 
daughter Kay as She takes another step to 
becoming a Nun. Picture taken at Ferdinand.  
Picture taken in the Sept of 1961. 
 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine in their 
living room at The Farm.  I think the picture 
was taken in the 70’s.   

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine, not sure 
when this picture was taken or where? 
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Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine 
Kavanaugh. I believe this was taken at one of 
the nieces Weddings. 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine taken in 
their living room just before leaving for 
Church at Christmas. 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine taken 
at Christmas sometime in the early 80’s. 

Above: Picture of Louis & Catherine taken in 
their living room.   
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Left: Picture of Louis & Catherine 
along with Dad’s sister-in-law (middle) 
Oney Kavanaugh who was married to 
Louie’s brother Frank.  Picture taken in 
their Kitchen in the early 80’s. Notice 
how Dad put his hat over his heart.  He 
liked to do that. 

Above: Picture of Louis & 
Catherine taken in front of their 
House. 

Left: Picture of 
Louis & Catherine 
taken in their living 
room after opening 
presents at 
Christmas.  Dad 
liked to put the 
bows from the 
presents on his 
head and as you 
can see Dad had 
one on his face and 
his hat.  This was 
taken sometime in 
the 80’s.   

Right: This picture was taken some time in 1989 when Dad 
was struggling with his breathing.  In late 1989 He actually 
got much better and was able to be up and around.  He got 
sick in Feb. of 1990 and was in the hospital for a few days and 
then he returned home where he passed away suddenly just 
two days later on March 5, 1990.  Mom was his main care 
giver although there were several of their children that did an 
excellent job of helping out during the last years of his life.  
Mom was always looking out for Dad.   
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Above: This picture was taken for Louis and 
Catherine’s 50th Anniversary in July of 1986 
and this picture was used for the newspapers 
announcements. 

Above: This picture was taken during 
Louis and Catherine’s 50th Anniversary 
Reception.  Dad and Mom were great 
dancers and they enjoyed dancing.   

Above: These pictures of Louis & Catherine 
Kavanaugh may have been taken for All Saints Church 
Directory.  I think this was taken in the middle 80’s.  
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Below: the Wedding Certificate for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. and Mary 
Catherine McCauley who were married on July 4, 1936 at St. Patrick’s Church 
in Corning.  
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This is the 
Application for 
Marriage License 
for Louis Alvin 
Kavanaugh and 
Mary Catherine 
McCauley.  They 
applied for the 
license on July 3, 
1936 and were 
married on July 4, 
1936.   
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Above: Louis Kavanaugh Sr. Operating Dragline at Hicks 
Coal Company:  As you can see in this picture, Dad stopped 
long enough for Mom to take his picture and let some of the 
kids up on the dragline. As I recall this was taken on a 
Sunday afternoon when Mom loaded all the kids (or as many 
that could get in the old 48 Plymouth car) and we went down 
south of Cannelburg in the coal country to pick up Dad after 
work.  Not sure who the two boys were in the side of the 
dragline and not sure who the two kids were in the distance 
on the lower left of this picture but I am sure they were my 
brothers and sisters. I know we were all excited to get to go 
down this close to that big machine.  Of course the dragline 
was not running at the time we got on it.   

Above: The General pays a Visit 
to the Kavanaugh Farm and 
meets the Speaker of the House.  
Pictured here is the day when 
former IU Coach Bobby Knight 
(The General) paid a visit to the 
Kavanaugh Farm for some 
hunting.  Shown here is the 
Speaker of the House Catherine 
Kavanaugh with her arm on 
Bobby’s arm when Bobby was 
done hunting for the day.  
Catherine had watched a lot of 
IU Basketball games and 
probably had a few words of 
encouragement for The General.  
She even told him he should not 
be throwing chairs but he had a 
comeback on that one I am sure.  
I am thinking this picture was 
taken when Bobby was still 
coaching at IU. 
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The Story of Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 
By his Grandson Jim Kavanaugh 

 
Louis Kavanaugh Sr. was born on Feb. 28, 1911 in his house that he still lives today.  As he grew 
up he went to school for four years at Cannelburg before transferring to St. Peter’s in 
Montgomery for two years and then back to Cannelburg.  He thought the nuns were a little too 
strict and with his Irish temperament, he wasn’t too happy there.  He would walk to school along 
the railroad track, both to Cannelburg and St. Peter’s.  Once in a while he tried to catch a freight 
train to rest his weary feet but that met with stiff resistance from his father.   
 
In school, he remembered L.P. Clements as Principal, Ada Hopkins, Maggie O’Donaghue and Joe 
Friedman as teachers.  He quit school in his freshman year of high school because he was mad at 
Maggie O’Donaghue.  Gerbert Seal, a fellow student, had been acting up in class and making 
noises and Miss O’Donaghue had blamed Louie and as he was darting out the door, Miss Maggie 
took a kick at him but her long tight shirt tripped her up and her feet flew up and out from under 
her and down she went!  Louie never went back.   
 
On his way home, he met Jim Cropp who was hauling coal and rock with his wagon and team and 
Jim gave Louie a job loading coal onto railroad cars.  The next day, as Louie went through 
Cannelburg with the wagon and team, Miss Maggie was looking out the window at school and 
Louie being the polite gentlemen gave her a big grin and a wave of the hand.  Needless to say, the 
classroom window blind went down in a hurry.   
 
Louie’s Dad John, died December 11, 1940 and his mother, Mayme, died July 21, 1964.  John 
had approximately 86 acres on his home place which now belongs to Louie.  Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 
married Catherine McCauley on July 4, 1936.  She was the daughter of John and Bridget (Walsh) 
McCauley of the St. Patrick’s Church at Corning.  
 
Though the years the Kavanaugh’s kept up the farming to survive the cold Indiana winters.  Louie 
first got into mining at the All Saints Parish Mine, deeded to the church by the Father Holland’s 
family in the early 30’s while Father Holland was pastor at All Saints.  He also worked in other 
mines and at odd jobs.  He worked for a while with his brother, Albert, in Lawrenceville, Illinios 
and then back to home territory where he worked 27 years for Hicks Coal Company and 
Richardson Coal Company.  During this time, Louis and Catherine were raising their own family, 
all of whom pitched in on the farm, garden and anything else that had to be done.  The family 
started in a six room house which was later enlarged to accommodate their needs.  First to arrive 
upon the scene was John, who lives in Missouri, next came Lee and Albert both of Montgomery.  
Tim was next and after four boys they had a girl, Kay Andres both living now at Indianapolis.  
Louis Jr and David both of Montgomery were next on the scene, followed by a second daughter 

The Story of Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 
The following is an essay written by Jim Kavanaugh (Son of Louis & Liz after He 
interviewed his Grandfather Louis Kavanaugh Sr.  This was done for a high school 
project.  Not sure of the exact time but we think this was written in the Fall of 1989  
just months before Dad passed away on March 5, 1990. 
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Charlotte Lewinski of St. Louis with Steve and Mark bringing down the final curtain.  They both 
live in Indianapolis.  To top it all off they now have twenty-seven grandchildren.  
 
Louie still wouldn’t settle down, in 1958 he started working in the construction business for 
International Union of Operating Engineers Local 884.  He worked on Federal and State Highway 
construction, the new gym at Indiana University at Bloomington, the Hazelton Bridge, the Red 
Skelton Bridge (Which Red Skelton claimed wasn’t quite on the level), a 650 foot TV tower for 
Channel 2, WVUB, Vincennes, the Texaco Refinery at Lawrenceville, Marathon Refinery at 
Robinson, (both installing tanks), and on overpasses in Evansville.   
 
In 1979, the land where they lived (the Farm) was leased for coal mining and the company started 
in November of 1980.  The Kavanaugh’s feel that Green’s (Coal Company) did an excellent job 
of mining and reclamation and left their land better than it was before.   
 
In 1987 Louie became ill with heart and lung problems caused by emphysema and spent a great 
amount of time in the hospital going in and out from 1987 through 1989 until He moved a 
hospital bed into his house and had to be constantly looked out for.  He spent many months in the 
bed without getting up and coming within seconds of death several times.  With his strong will 
power he built himself up over a period of time and is now around and about trying to get better 
and better.   
 
 

Page 21



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Memories of 

Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  
Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1A 
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Above: July 4, 1936: Wedding Day in Front of St. Patrick’s Church 
in Corning.  Catherine and Louis Kavanaugh Sr. 

Above: Official Wedding Picture: Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in Center of Picture, Right is Helen “McCauley and 
Alvin Doyle. They married later.  Flower Girls (L-R) Lavern 
McCauley, Mildred Mahan and Janie McCauley 
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Wedding Party Pose for Picture after Wedding Dinner.  The Picture is of Louis Sr. & Catherine 
Kavanaugh as they pose outside a restaurant south of Washington after the wedding dinner.  The 
wedding was at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning and the wedding reception was back at St. 
Patrick’s Hall in Corning.  Pictured here is: front: (L-R) Alvin Doyle, Helen McCauley, Louie & 
Catherine Kavanaugh, Ignatius McCauley. Back: (L-R) Not sure who the first couple is, Evelyn 
McCauley, Charlie McCauley, Dorothy & Jim Mahan Sr.  
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Memories of Louis & Catherine’s 25th Wedding Anniversary 
July 1961 

 

Above: taken in front of the Farm 
House the day of the 25th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebration. 
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Memories of Louis & Catherine’s 40th Wedding Anniversary 
40th Anniversary - July 1976 

 

Above: Picture taken outside of All 
Saints Church just after their 40th 
Anniversary Mass. 
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Memories of Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration, July 1986 

The above Article appeared in the local 
newspaper on June 26 of 1986. 

Above: is the Invitation that was send to 
Family Members & Friends for the 50th 
Anniversary. 

Above: Napkin from 50th Anniversary of 
1986. 
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Obituary for Louis A. Kavanaugh  
Born: Feb. 28, 1911 -   Died: March 5, 1990 
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Left: Louis Kavanaugh Sr.’s 
Birth Certificate.  You will note 
the name says Leo Alvin instead of 
Louis Alvin but this was a mistake 
at the court House.  We did check 
the baptismal record at All Saints 
where he was baptized and even 
though it was in Latin, it was 
written off to the side, Louis Alvin.  
Louis Sr. was born on Feb. 28, 
1911 and was baptized on March 
5, 1911. 

Right Catherine “McCauley”  
Kavanaugh’s Birth Certificate.  
Note the name says Catherine 
McCauley  and not Mary Catherine 
or Catherine Mary McCauley.  I 
think it should be Catherine Mary 
but we have seen it both ways.  The 
death certificate had it Catherine 
Mary.  There was a mistake on this 
Birth Certificate which stated 
Catherine was born on June 3, but 
we always celebrated her birthday 
June 2nd and her Death Certificate 
had June 2nd. 
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Below: Baptismal Records for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. & Mary Catherine “McCauley” 
Document-1:  Baptismal Record for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh who was Born on Feb. 28, 1911 and 
Baptized on March 5, 1911 at All Saints Church in Cannelburg.  Document-2:  Baptismal Record 
for Mary Catherine “McCauley” who was born on June 2, 1913 and was baptized on June 8, 
1913 at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning.  These Documents were written in Latin.  All of the 
records from these Churches now reside at St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery and Father James 
Koressel did the research on this.  

Above: You will note the records are in Latin and may be hard to read but thanks to Fr. Jim 
Koressel we were able to interpret what it says and to prove that it was Louis and “not Leo” 
as the Birth Certificate at the Court House claims.   Louis’ God Parents were Lawrence and 
Agnes Kavanaugh which were his uncle and aunt from next door.  Mary Catherine 
McCauley’s Godparents were Joseph and Marie Ginder who were neighbors of John and 
Bridget McCauley.  If you note on the both documents that when Louis and Catherine got 
married the priest then wrote on the Baptismal Document who they married, the date, the 
priest that married them and who stood up with them.  On Louis’ Record, Father John 
Gorman’s signature was on the document as the Pastor when he was baptized and on 
Catherine’s Father Fredrick Burget’s signature was the document as Pastor.  Both Priests 
were Pastors at the respective parishes when Louis and Catherine were baptized.  In those 
days it was not unusual for children to be baptized very soon after birth because of the 
possibility of them dying in the first few weeks after birth.   
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Death Certificate for Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. Died March 5, 1990 
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Death Certificate for Catherine Mary “McCauley” Kavanaugh, Died June 
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Below: The following Tribute was put in our Church Bulletin a week or two 
after Dad’s passing by Father Joseph Clauss who was our Pastor at the time. 
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Obituary for Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh  
Born: June 2, 1913  Died: June 19, 2007 
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Parents of 
1. Timothy 
2. Vincent  
3. Albert  
4. Sister Bernice 
5. Harry  
6. Bernie  
7. Louis Sr. 
8. Frank  
9. Katherine 
10. Sister Mary Charlotte 
11. Rose 

John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh 

 

Louis Kavanaugh Sr. Parents 

Parents of 
1. Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan  
2. Joseph 
3. Timothy 
4. Rose Amilia 
5. Charles  
6. Sister Charlotte Ann 
7. Helen “McCauley” Doyle 
8. Catherine“McCauley” 
    Kavanaugh 
 

John And Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley 

Catherine McCauley’s Parents 
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Left: Catherine “McCau-
ley” Kavanaugh’s brothers 
& sisters: Picture taken 
between 1930-1934. Front:  
Bridget & John E. Mc-
Cauley. Back L/R: Cath-
erine Kavanaugh, Helen 
Doyle, Mildred (Sister 
Charlotte Ann) Dorothy 
Mahan, Charles McCauley.  

Right: Louis Kavanaugh Sr.’s  
Brothers/Sisters: This picture 
was taken the day of John 
Kavanaugh’s Funeral (Louis 
Sr.’s father) in front of the 
House in Cannelburg where 
John/Mary Lucy lived next to 
the Church. This is the only 
family picture taken that we 
can find. Pictured here in 
Front: Bernie, Sister 
Rosemond, Sister Charlotte, 
Mary Lucy, Sister Bernice, 
Albert, Back: Harry, Frank, 
Vincent, Louis Sr.  
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Left: Children Of 
Louis Sr. and 
Catherine.  Right 
To Left: Taken 
after Church in 
Summer of  1956 
 

1. John 
2. Lee 
3. Albert 
4. Tim 
5. Kay 
6. Louis Jr. 
7. David 
8. Charlotte 
9. Steve 
10. Mark 

Children of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 
For more information on the Children see Page 1b - Children 

Grand Children of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 
For more information see Page 1c - Grandchildren 
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Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Sr. was born on Feb. 28, 1911 to John Thomas Kavanaugh and Mary Lucy 
(O’Connor) Kavanaugh. Louis Sr. was one of 11 children born to John and “Mamie”. They lived in a 2 
story country house, on the second farm just west of Cannelburg.  Louis Sr. married Catherine 
McCauley on July 4, 1936 and from that marriage was born 10 children, John Louis, Robert Lee, 
Charles Albert, Timothy Edward, Mary Catherine, Louis Alvin Jr., David Bernard, Charlotte Ann, 
Stephen Michael and Mark Raymond.  
 
Louis Sr. and Catherine were married at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning, Indiana on July 4, 1936 
which is south of Montgomery between Glendale and Alfordsville.  Louis and Catherine lived on the 
family farm for about a year.  Their first child, Johnny, was born on the farm.  Their second son, Lee, 
was born in Lawrenceville, Illinois.  It was told that Dr. Briscoe Lett drove from Loogootee to 
Lawrenceville to deliver the Kavanaugh clan’s second child. Louis and Catherine then move back to 
Indiana where they bought the family farm from his parents, John and Mamie.  Louis Sr. and Catherine 
raised their 10 children on the 86 acre family farm, on county Road 100 North in Daviess County.  
Three more Kavanaugh’s were born on the family farm, Albert, Tim and the first girl Mary Kay.  Dr. 
Strange delivered Mary Kay. That was the only child he delivered of the Kavanaugh Clan as Doctor 
Lett was in the service at the time during WWII.  Dr. Lett delivered the other five children of Louis 
and Catherine at the Daviess County Hospital.  They were Louis Jr., Dave, Charlotte, Steve and Mark.  
In all, 8 boys and 2 girls were born to this union of Louis and Catherine.   
 
The Kavanaugh’s attended All Saints Catholic Church in Cannelburg. All the kids were baptized at All 
Saints.  The older kids made their First Communion at St. Peter’s in Montgomery where they attended 
St. Peter’s Catholic School.  The three youngest children made their First Communion at All Saint’s in 
Cannelburg.  All the Kavanaugh’s attended St. Peter’s Grade School in Montgomery and then went on 
to 4 years of high school at Montgomery High School.  The only exception was the oldest child, John, 
who went to the first grade at the grade school in Cannelburg before transferring to St. Peter’s in 
Montgomery.  Other exceptions were Mary Kay and Charlotte who attended high school at the 
Academy at Ferdinand run by the Benedictine Nuns.  Mary Kay then entered the convent and was 
there for eight years but left just before she professed her final vows.  Albert went to St. Meinard for 
two years before finishing his last two years at Montgomery.  Louis Jr. went one semester before 
transferring back to MHS.  Dave, Steve and Mark all graduated from Barr-Reeve High School as 
Montgomery and Alfordsville consolidated in 1966 to form Barr-Reeve.   
 
In 1961, Louis Sr. and Catherine celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary with a mass at All Saints 
and then a reception on the Family Farm which was open to all the family and neighbors.  The children 
of Louis Sr. and Catherine put together a 40th Anniversary celebration on July 4, 1976.  The celebration 
started with a Mass on Saturday evening at All Saints and then a Dinner at All Saints Hall just for the 
children and their families which now totaled 20 grandchildren along with Louis and Catherine’s 
brothers and sisters.  It just so happened that Louis Sr.’s brother Bernie Kavanaugh was married to 
Helen Webber on the same day back on July 4, 1936.  So when Bernie and Helen Kavanaugh showed 
up for the Special Anniversary Celebration they were also included as Guests of Honor.  Louis Sr. and 
Catherine also celebrated their 50th on July 4, 1986, with a Mass on Saturday afternoon at All Saints 
followed by a reception at All Saints Hall at Cannelburg which lasted into the night.  This reception 
was open to all the church friends as well as family which by this point the number of grand kids had 
grown to 27.   
 
Louis and Catherine lived out their lives on the family farm. Louis worked as a dragline operator 
before retiring at age 72.   Louis’s health gradually deteriorated and after several years of fighting 
COPD, Louis Sr. died suddenly on Monday morning, March 5, 1990, at the age of 78.  He had just 
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come home from the hospital on Saturday and seemed to be doing well.  He died peacefully in his 
sleep and was found by son Albert on Monday morning when he went to check on him.  His viewing 
was at the Titzer Funeral Home in Loogootee on the following Wednesday and the funeral was at All 
Saints Church in Cannelburg on Thursday morning at 10:30 with burial in St. Peters Cemetery.   
 
Catherine lived over 17 years after Louis Sr. passed away, living on the family farm. She was in 
relatively good health and was able to stay in her home with the help of a care giver.  Her health 
gradually declined and in the last few months she was not able to attend Sunday Mass.  On June 1, 
2007 just a day before her 94th Birthday she fell at home and was hospitalized with a broken foot.  
Catherine did not recover from the effects of the fall.  On Tuesday morning, June 19th Catherine 
Kavanaugh passed away in the rehab unit of the Washington Nursing Center in Washington.  Her 
viewing took place at All Saints Church in Cannelburg on Friday afternoon, June 22.  On Saturday 
morning the funeral procession took her body to St. Peter’s in Montgomery where the funeral Mass 
took place.  She was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery beside her husband.  There are now four 
generations of Kavanaugh’s buried in that cemetery.   
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The following pages is the Eulogy at the Funeral of Catherine Kavanaugh on June 23, 
2007.  It was given by the son Albert Kavanaugh and was a tribute to both Mom and Dad 
for what they gave to their 10 Children. 
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(EULOGY CONTINUED) 

FOR  US  OLDER   CHILDREN, ELECTRICITY AND  ALL  THE  THINGS  THAT  GO  

WITH  IT  DID  NOT COME  TO  THE  FAMILY FARM UNTIL ABOUT THE  SUMMER  

OF 1948,  SO  OUR  LIVES  THEN WOULD  SEEM  VERY  PRIMITIVE BY  TODAYS   

STANDARD OF  LIVING   - MUCH  LIKE   OUR AMISH  NEIGHBORS, FOR  MANY  

YEARS, WE USED  ACTUAL HORSE  POWER  TO TIL  THE GARDEN  AND  THE  

FIELDS OR  PUT  UP HAY- THERE  WAS  NO NEED TO  BUY  A  FORD TRACTOR  

WITH  ALL THE  BOYS  AROUND  WHO  NEEDED  JOBS  TO DO -- OUR  EARLY 

FAMILY   CIRCLE  MUCH  RESEMBLED THE  TV  SERIES   "THE  WALTON'S", 

BUT  THEIR  WERE ONLY   7  OF  THEM   -- 

 

FROM  A VERY EARLY AGE, EACH  ONE OF US HAD  ASSIGNED  CHORES  TO 

DO, LIKE  HAULING IN THE  WOOD, COAL OR  WATER, TAKING OUT  THE  

ASHES, INDOOR  PLUMBING DID  NOT COME TO THE HOUSEHOLD UNTIL  

MOST  OF THE  OLDER  CHILDREN  HAD  GRADUATED AND LEFT  THE  NEST  -  

AND  THERE  WERE  CHICKENS AND  HOGS TO BE FED, COWS  TO BE MILKED  

AND  CATTLE TO  BE  ATTENDED TO-- THERE  WAS  A PECKING ORDER  IN  

OUR HOUSEHOLD  FOR  JUST ABOUT EVERY  TASK  THAT  WAS  TO BE  

DONE-- AS  WE CHILDREN GOT OLDER  WE MOVED UP  THE LADDER TO THE 

MORE  PRESTIGEOUS  JOBS  LIKE  DOING THE  FEEDING  AT  THE  BARN -- 

SOME  HOW  BROTHER LEE  WAS  DRAFTED BY  MOM  TO HELP  OUT WITH 

MANY  OF THE HOUSE  KEEPING CHORES LIKE  PREPARING MEALS, 

WASHING DISHES,  DUSTING  FLOORS BUT  THEN  WE  ALL GOT  OUR  TURNS  

HELPING WITH  THOSE  CHORES  ESPECIALLY  AFTER SUPPER  OR  ON  

SATURDAYS -- 

 

ON SCHOOL DAY  MORNINGS IT WAS  A CONSTANT  RUSH AND CHALLENGE 

FOR US TO GET ALL  THE FARM  AND  HOUSEHOLD CHORES  COMPLETED AND 

DOWN TO MEET THE BUS  ON TIME- MOM  WAS  THE  CONSTANT OVERSEER  

TO MAKE  SURE  WE WOULD  AVOID  THAT "LAST MINUTE  RUN  TO  MEET  THE  

BUS" -- IT  WAS  THE  RULE  OF THE  HOUSE  TO  PASS INSPECTION BEFORE 

HEADING OUT THE DOOR  TO MEET THE BUS OR BEFORE  GOING TO CHURCH  
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--  THE  HAIR   HAD  BETTER   BE  COMBED, THE  CLOTHES  IN  TOUCH  WITH  

THE WEATHER  CONDITIONS  AND  CERTAINLY SUITABLE FOR  CHURCH, AND  

WE  SURE  BETTER HAVE  WASHED  OUR  FACE  AND  ESPECIALLY BEHIND OUR 

EARS-  AFTER  SCHOOL IN THE EVENING, IT  WAS  FARM AND HOUSEHOLD 

CHORES  ONCE  AGAIN  UNLESS  FOR SOME THEY HAD  JV  OR  VARSITY 

BASKETBALL  PRACTICE AFTER  SCHOOL  -- SUPPER  CALL WENT  OUT 

AROUND  6:00, THE  DISHES  TO  BE  WASHED  BY  ALL  OF  US, THE FAMILY  

ROSARY TO BE PRAYED  AND  BOOKS TO  BE  STUDIED  OR  MAYBE A LITTLE  

T V  WATCHING  UNTIL  IT  WAS TIME  TO  GO  TO  BED  AROUND 9:30  OR  10:00  

AS  5:00  WOULD  COME  SOON  ENOUGH  - 

 

MOM  MADE  SURE  THERE  WAS  A  ROUTINE IN  EVERYTHING WE  DID- SHE  

WAS  AWFULLY GOOD  AT INVENTING SUMMER  TIME  JOBS   FOR  OUR  SPARE  

TIME  LIKE SWEEPING THE YARD,  WHITE  WASHING THE  YARD  TREES,  

BOARD FENCES  AND  POSTS,  PICKING BLACK BERRIES  OR PULLING 

WEEDS  IN  THE  GARDEN --  NEEDLESS TO  SAY, SPORTS  PLAYED A BIG  

PART  IN  THE  LIVES   OF  THE  KAVANAUGH  CHILDREN AND  FAMILY IN  

GENERAL- PLAYING BASKETBALL, BASEBALL, SOFTBALL AND EVEN  THE  

KAVANAUGH GAME  OF CORN BALL IN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE SEASONS WERE  

THE  MAIN  FORMS  OF  PAST  TIME ENTERTAINMENT USUALLY  ON SUNDAY   

AFTERNOONS OR  AFTER  SUPPER  DURING  THE SUMMER   TIME. – 

 

NEITHER  MOM  OR DAD  HAD  MORE  THAN  AN 8TH  GRADE  EDUCATION BUT  

THEY  HAD  A GREAT  APPRECIATION FOR  EDUCATION AND  MADE  SURE  

THEIR  CHILDREN TOOK  THEIR SCHOOLING SERIOUSLY-- ATTENDANCE 

WAS  A MUST  AND  JUST  NOT  "FEELING GOOD" WAS NOT  AN EXCUSE  FOR 

MISSING  SCHOOL  -- THOSE  GRADE  CARDS  BETTER  NOT HAVE ANY LOW  

GRADES  OR THEIR  WAS  A LOT  OF EXPLAINING TO DO  AND NOT BY  THE 

TEACHER WHO IN OUR GRADE  SCHOOL YEARS  WAS USUALLY A NUN  AND 

THEY  WERE  ALWAYS RIGHT  NO MATTER  WHAT  THE ISSUE  WAS  

ESPECIALLY SINCE  DAD'S  THREE  SISTERS AND MOM'S SISTER WERE  

ALSO   NUNS  -- 
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BY TODAY'S STANDARDS OF PARENTING, MOM  AND  DAD  MIGHT  NOT  BE  

CONSIDERED VERY  GOOD  PARENTS - IN  FACT,  SOME  MIGHT  EVEN  SAY  

ABUSIVE --    WE  NEVER  EVER TOOK  A  FAMILY  VACATION, THEY  DEFINITELY 

BELIEVED THAT  "SPARING THE  ROD WOULD  CERTAINLY SPOIL THE  

CHILD," REST  PERIODS OR  NAP  TIME  DURING  THE  DAY WERE  UNHEARD 

OF-- BY  TODAYS MATERIAL STANDARDS, WE  WERE  A  LARGE, POOR 

FAMILY  DEPENDING ON  HAND-ME-DOWN CLOTHES AND  MUCH  OF  OUR  

FOOD  WAS  HOME GROWN  AND  CANNED-- MOM  WAS  VERY  TALENTED AS  

A  CLOTHES  MENDER, CHEF, FOOD PRESERVER, FAMILY BOOK  KEEPER, 

AND  RELIGION TEACHER TO  LIST  A  FEW  OF HER TALENTS - MOM  AND  

DAD  TAUGHT THEIR  CHILDREN BY  EXAMPLE WITH  THEIR  WORK ETHIC,  

THEIR  DEDICATION TO  THEIR   CHURCH, THEIR   DAILY   RELATIONSHIP  

WITH  THEIR GOD--CHURCH SERVICES   AND  CHURCH  FUNCTIONS WERE  AN  

ABSOLUTE MUST  TO BE ATTENDED, THEY  ALSO  LED  US BY  THEIR  

RESPECT  FOR  THE  COMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND THE  LAWS  OF THE  

STATE  OF INDIANA. 

 

MOM  WAS  OFTEN  PRIVATELY REFERRED TO  BY  HER  SONS  AS  "THE 

GENERAL," AND "THE SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE," --  ON  A  PERSONAL NOTE, 

AS  A  TEACHER  IN  MY  2ND  OR 3RD YEAR  AT MONTGOMERY  HIGH 

SCHOOL, A LADY  SOME  YEARS  OLDER  THAN  I  WAS  TAKING  A 

GOVERNMENT  COURSE  TO FINISH  HER HIGH  SCHOOL DIPLOMA WAS ONE 

OF MY STUDENTS  --  ON  ONE  GOVERNMENT TEST, THE  QUESTION WAS  ASK, 

WHO  IS  THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE?    THE  ANSWER  ON THE TEST  PAPER  

WAS  CATHERINE KAVANAUGH-- I COULD  NOT  COUNT  THAT  ANSWER   WRONG  

AS I FIGURED  THIS  LADY KNEW  HER  LOCAL HISTORY VERY  WELL  -- 

 

MOM  WAS  AN  AVID  SUPPORTER  OF  MONTGOMERY VIKINGS   AND  LATER   

BARR-REEVE VIKING  TEAMS  ESPECIALLY WHEN  HER  CHILDREN AND  LATER   

GRANDCHILDREN  WERE PLAYING --IN  THE  GOLDEN YEARS,   SHE  SPENT  MANY  

AN  HOUR  AS  A  SPECTATOR AND UNOFFICIAL UMPIRE  (FROM  THE  STANDS  OF  
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COURSE}   AT  SOFTBALL AND  BASEBALL GAMES  AT THE BARR-REEVE DIAMOND 

OR  WHERE  EVER  HER  SONS  AND  LATER GRANDSONS  HAPPENED TO BE  

PLAYING.  SHE WAS  ALSO  AN  AVID  CARD  PLAYER WITH FAMILY   AND  FRIENDS  

UP  TO  THE  LAST  MONTHS  OF  HER  LIFE  -- 

 

AFTER  DAD  PASSED  AWAY  ON MARCH  5, 1990,  MOM  WAS  PERSUADED TO  

STAY  ON THE FAMILY  FARM  THANKS TO  24n CARE  FROM  TWO  CARE  GIVERS, 

EVELYN FRANKEN FOR ABOUT  10  YEARS  AND  FOR  THE  PAST  8  YEARS, VIOLET  

HEDRICK HAS  BEEN  MOM'S ALMOST  CONSTANT  CARE  GIVER, CONFIDENT AND  

BEST  FRIEND --  IF  YOU  WANT  TO  SEE WHAT  AN  ANGEL  LOOKS LIKE, VIOLET. 

PLEASE STAND UP. -1 WOULD ALSO  LIKE TO THANK MY BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS  

FOR  THE  MANY  TIMES  THEY  HAVE  MADE  PERSONAL FAMILY  SACRIFICES IN  

ORDER  TO SPEND  WEEKDAYS AND  WEEKENDS CARING FOR  MOM. MOM  AND  

DAD  DID NOT  DO MANY  OF THE THINGS  THAT  ARE  USUALLY ASSOCIATED WITH 

GREAT  PEOPLE  BUT  THEY  HAVE  LEFT  A LEGACY  IN  THEIR  CHILDREN, GRAND  

CHILDREN AND  GREAT  GRAND  CHILDREN THAT  WILL  CONTINUE  THEIR  

LEGACY FOR  GENERATIONS TO  COME   -- 

 

FOR  MOM  IT  HAS  BEEN  "THE LONG  GOOD-BY" --  IN  MORE  RECENT YEARS, 

THE  ACHES, PAINS  OF AGE  AND  THE  GRADUAL LOSING  OF MOBILITY 

SEVERELY REDUCED THE QUALITY  OF  LIFE  FOR  MOM  --  SEVERAL TIMES, SHE  

FELT  THE  "BIG ONE" WAS  ABOUT TO STRIKE  HER-- SHE HAS  BEEN  AT DEATHS  

DOOR  ON  PREVIOUS  OCASSIONS BUT  EACH TIME  MANAGED A STRONG  

RECOVERY  - SHE  RECENTLY REMARKED, I THINK THE  GOOD LORD  HAS  

FORGOTTEN  ME  AND PASSED  ME BY  AS MOST  OF HER  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY  

HAVE  PASSED  ON -- SHE  WAS  THE  LAST  OF  HER  FAMILY TO  PASS  ON  --  FOR  

MOM, HER EARTHLY BATTLES WITH  THE  BODILY   

 

DETERIATION THAT  ACCOMPANIES AGING  ENDED ON TUESDAY  MORNING, NOW  

SHE CAN  ENJOY  HER  HEAVENLY VICTORY  THAT  SHE  HAS WORKED FOR AND 

PRAYEO FOR STEADFASTLY ALL HER LIFE  -- 
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IN  SUMMARY  THOUGHTS, AS  THEIR  CHILDREN AND  THEIR  LEGACY, WE THANK 

BOTH MOM  AND  DAD  FOR  THE  MANY  OPPORTUNITIES THEIR  LABORS OF  LIFE  

HAVE  GIVEN  US - AGAIN. I SAY  THEY  MADE   A  GREAT  TEAM  -- THEY  TRUELY 

HAVE  LED  US  BY  THEIR EXAMPLES OF  FAITH  IN  THEIR  GOD, THEIR  WORK  

ETHIC  AND  THEIR  DEVOTION TO  THEIR FAMILY, FRIENDS   AND  COMMUNITY.   AS  

MOM  WOULD FREQUENTLY SUM  UP  THE  FINAL FUNERAL SERVICE  MOMENTS   

OF  FAMILY   AND  FRIENDS WITH  WORDS  FROM  THE  14TH STATION  OF THE  

WAY  OF THE  CROSS,  "AND  THEY  CLOSED  THE TOMB. AND  ALL  WENT AWAY   --   

AMEN.   AMEN.  AMEN! 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER 

CATHERINE M. KAVANAUGH 
Born June 2,   1913 

Deceased June   19,  2007 
 

God saw you getting tired 
And a cure was not to be  - 

 So He put His arms around you 
And Whispered  “Come with Me.” 

With  tearful  eyes we watched  you suffer, 
 And saw you gradually fade away, 

A golden heart stopped beating 
Hard working hands now at rest, 

 Life doesn't seem the same 
Since you've gone away. 

 Each time we see your picture  
You seem to smile and say 

Don't cry, I'm in- God's keeping. 
We'll meet again someday 
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“These are some Thoughts by Daughter Charlotte “Kavanaugh” Lewinski at the 
Funeral of her Mother Catherine Kavanaugh.” 

  

Mom's Eulogy 
June 23, 2007 
 
Revered Fathers, Family and Friends, 

 
First, I would like to thank everyone here for coming today to celebrate Mom's life. Some have 
traveled quite a ways to get here.  Thank you for your love, support and prayers, especially over the 
last few months. 

 
I have just a few memories of mom to share with you. Those of you that knew mom knew she put a 
lot of stock in having a big funeral.  Wouldn't she be proud to see this turn out today! 

 
At 94, mom had literally seen it all. She saw airplanes begin to fly and become a mode of travel, she 
saw the development of the telephone that has now become wireless, and from our first television in 
the 1950's that was black and white to the flat screen color TV we gave her for Christmas.   She 
knew about computers but figured they were too complicated for her. Yet when gave her the remote 
for the TV and the satellite she played it like a game boy and would find the Pacers no matter what 
station they were on. 

 
Mom only went to the 8th grade. She was a little self-conscience about that but she did very well in 
all of life's subjects just the same, especially multiplication. 

 
As Albert mentioned earlier, education for her children was a priority.  She would literally push and 
prod to get the brood out the door and down the lane every morning. And long before Forest Gump, 
mom would be on the back porch yelling, "Run, kids, Run!! There's the bus!" 

 
She taught us respect and perseverance. Not only has this served us well in our lives, but it helped us 
to take care of her every weekend for the past 17 years. 

 
Mom was a very proud person. She was proud of herself, her big family and the community she 
came from. Her faith in God was especially important to her. But she liked to keep things simple and 
that's how she dealt with life, simple.  Several years ago, we took her to her first Cardinal game and 
got her seats on the third base side 2 rows up.  At the time the pitchers were warming up there.  She 
wanted to  know when those boys were going to sit down because she couldn't see.  By the end of the 
second inning we moved up to some empty nose bleed seats.  "Oh you can see everything from here.  
This is much better." 

 
Another time we took mom out to eat to a really nice restaurant as a thank you.  She wasn't crazy 
about ordering from a menu. She liked to see what she was getting first. When her chicken plate 
came to the table, she looked at it and asked the waiter, "Don't you have any extra crispy?" 

 
Mom was mom.  A lady who spent her whole life in Davies County.  Who, like Dorothy from the 
Wizard of Oz, felt there was no place like home. 

 
Mom has a new home now.  I'm sure daddy was there to meet her along with all the other relatives 
and friends from the past. There will probably be a big euchre game on the south side of Heaven and 
mom,  I'll bet they have extra crispy chicken! 
 
And you will be able to thank Jesus in person for the wonderful life you've had.  
Thank you. 
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Thoughts and Remembrance of Grandparents: 

 
Below are thoughts and short stories that Brothers John, Lee and Albert remember about Grandpa and 
Grandma Kavanaugh.  Our older brothers would be the only ones to remember our Grandparents as 
they died before many of us were born.  I am sure Brother Tim might have remembered some stories 
but we waited too late to write them down.   
 
Thoughts from John Kavanaugh: 
I can remember once when I was a very little kid, don’t asked me how I can remember this but, I 
remember Grandpa Kavanaugh (John) going into the old smoke house and I thought it would be a 
good trick to lock him in there.  I remembered that he did not seem to get too mad about it, but I sure 
got a spanking when Mom and Dad got home.  It has the same chain and latch then that it has now.  I 
think Dad and Mom went to Lawrenceville, IL for some reason and Grandpa and Agnes Clare 
“Mahan” was watching me and my brother Lee.  I know I could not have been more than three years 
old but I sure remember this. 
 
I also remember another time when I think Grandpa Kavanaugh died and was being waked at the 
house where Grandma and Grandpa had lived there in Cannelburg.  He died in early December and as 
we were heading up towards Cannelburg and on the road over by where the junk use to be along the 
road, dad got the car stuck in the mud right in the middle of road.  As some of you may recall on top of 
that hill, the road use to go through when it rained a lot or when the road thawed out from a freeze.  
Well, we had to walk the rest of the way into Cannelburg and get someone to pull us out. 
 
Thoughts from Albert Kavanaugh: 
No Electricity on the Farm 
I know it is hard for us to imagine this but in the early days of Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh 
raising kids, they did not have electricity on the Farm.  Albert and Lee talk about the time when they 
would take a lantern to the barn out to the shop as there was no lights there.  The Lights were turned on 
about 1940’s.   
 
Phone Lines Come to the Farm 
Albert tells the story that he remembers working at the barn and Mom came running out of the house 
all excited and exclaiming that she had just spoke to Aunt Dorothy by phone in Washington and that 
was the first time she had used the phone to call anyone.  That was the first time the phone lines was 
put in at the Farm. 
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Children of 

Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  
Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1B 
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Left: Children Of 
Louis Sr. and 
Catherine.  Right To 
Left: Taken after 
Church in Summer of  
1956 
 

1. John 
2. Lee 
3. Albert 
4. Tim 
5. Kay 
6. Louis Jr. 
7. David 
8. Charlotte 
9. Steve 
10. Mark 

Left: Children Of 
Louis Sr. and 
Catherine. Taken on 
Christmas Day of 
1957. 
 

Back Row (L-R) 
1. John 
2. Lee 
3. Albert 
4. Tim 
5. Kay 
Front Row(L-R) 
6. Louis Jr. 
7. David 
8. Charlotte 
9. Steve 
10. Mark 

Children of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 
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Left: Picture ta-
ken on Christ-
mas in Dec-
ember, 1956 
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Right: Picture taken 
at Mom /Dad’s 25 
Wedding Anniver-
sary,  July, 1961 

Left: Picture   ta-
ken at Mom/ 
Dad’s 40th Wed-
ding Anniversary 
in July, 1976 
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Left: Picture taken at 
brother Mark’s Wed-
ding on August 23, 
1980 
 

Picture below was 
the last picture 
taken of the 10 
children together,  
June of 2009.  Tim 
passed away 6 
weeks later on July 
12. 
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Left: Picture taken at Kay’s 
Wedding on January 23, 
1971 
 

Right: Picture taken the day 
of Dad’s Funeral on March 
8th of 1990 at All Saints Hall 
in Cannelburg. 
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Left: Picture 
taken at Mom’s 
80th birthday in 
June of 1993 at 
All Saints Hall 
in Cannelburg. 

Right: Picture ta-
ken the Day of 
Tim’s Son’s Wed-
ding (Kevin & 
Barb) on July 1, 
1995 at St. 
Barabbas Catholic 
Church in 
Indianapolis 
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Left: Picture taken 
at Mark’s Daugh-
ter’s Wedding on 
July 4, 2008 in 
Indianapolis 

Right: This family 
picture was taken 
at Mom’s Surprise 
90th Birthday Party 
that was held at the 
Gasthof Restau-
rant on May 30 of 
2003.   
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Wedding Announcements 
John & Donna Kavanaugh from May 9, 1964, 
Robert & Irma Kavanaugh August 22. 1964 
Dave & Cleta Kavanaugh, August 8, 1970 
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Wedding Announcements  
Tim & Sue Kavanaugh, October 17, 1964  

Mark & Clara Kavanaugh August 23, 1980 
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Wedding Announcements  
Dave & Kay Andres January 23, 1971 

Charlotte & Jerry Lewinski, July 3, 1971  
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Wedding Announcements  
Louis & Elizabeth Kavanaugh July 23, 1966 
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Above: Wedding Announc-
ement for Louis Jr. and 
Elizabeth “Michaels” Kavan-
augh, July 23, 1966 Above: Charlotte “Kavan-

augh” Lewinski Grad-
uates from Indiana State 
University in Nursing. 
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John Louis Kavanaugh is the first son of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh who was 
born on April 5, 1937, on the family farm.  His parents lived for a short time in Lawrenceville, Illinois 
before moving back to the family farm when John was about two years old.  He graduated from 
Montgomery High School in 1955 and after working at carpenter jobs for a while, he joined the 
National Guard and spend his active duty at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and Fort Dix, New 
Jersey.  Johnny moved to Indianapolis in August, 1956.  While working during the day at Indus, he 
attended night school for 4 years and became a Tool and Die Maker.  John married Donna Hatch on 
May 9, 1964. They had three children, Mark, Kathy and Scott.  John and Donna lived in Indianapolis 
for 20 years before being transferred with Western Electric in Lee Summit, Missouri, where they made 
their home.  John retired in November, 1996, after 32 years with Western Electric/AT&T.  John and 
Donna have seven grandchildren.  
 
Robert Lee Kavanaugh is the second son of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh who 
was born on September 11, 1938, in Lawrenceville, Illinois. His parents moved back to the Kavanaugh 
Family Farm in Indiana when Lee was about one year old.  He graduated from Montgomery High 
School in 1956 and after working at Indianapolis for a short time, decided to attend Vincennes 
University and finished his degree in Education at Indiana State University in Terre Haute.  He met 
Irma Early from Tell City and was married on August 22, 1964.  Lee and Irma lived in Jasper, Indiana 
before settling in Montgomery, Indiana. They had three sons, Jeff, Stephen and Jason who all 
graduated from Barr-Reeve High School. Lee and Irma have six grandchildren.   
 
Lee taught at Loogootee High School for nearly 40 years and was an outstanding Jr. High Basketball 
Coach. In January, 2012, St. John’s Gym was renamed the “Lee Kavanaugh Gymnasium”.  Lee was 
also the Loogootee Varsity Assistant Baseball Coach for many years and was part of a very successful 
Baseball program during that time.  Lee retired from teaching but continued to coach Jr. High 
Basketball until the Spring of 2011.  In 1994, Lee was inducted into the ASA Indiana Fast Pitch Hall 
of Fame.  On June 19, 2013 Lee passed away suddenly after a short illness. 
 
Charles Albert Kavanaugh is the third son of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh and 
was born on March 2, 1940, on the Family Farm near Cannelburg, Indiana.  He attended St. Peters 
Grade School and graduated from Montgomery High School. He attended Vincennes University for 2 
years before moving on and graduating from Indiana State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education.  Albert completed his Masters Degree from ISU as well.  He accepted a position as a Social 
Studies teacher at Montgomery High School replacing Sam Smith who passed away in the summer of 
1962.  (The school was later consolidated with Alfordsville High School and became Barr-Reeve High 
School.)  Albert completed 42 years as a teacher at his high school alma mater.  After retirement he 
remained at Barr-Reeve as Business Manager for the Athletic Department.  
 
In December of 2009, Barr-Reeve named the High School Gym Floor in Albert’s honor, “Kavanaugh 
Kourt”.  Albert was a coach of the BR 5th and 6th Grade Basketball Teams for forty years and is 
credited in helping to get the youngsters ready to play high school basketball.  He helped build Barr-
Reeve Basketball into one of the best 1A basketball programs in the state. Albert was awarded the 
Indiana Sagamore Award in 2004.  On July 4, 1964, Albert married Joan Hopkins from St. Mary’s. 
They had two children, Debra and Michael.  They have six grandchildren. Albert lives in Montgomery. 
 
Timothy Edward Kavanaugh is the fourth son of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley)  Kavanaugh 
and was born on November 5, 1941.  He went to St. Peter’s Grade School in Montgomery and 
graduated from Montgomery High School in the Class of 1959.  After graduation he worked at 
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Watkins Motor Company for a short time then joined the National Guard in Washington, Indiana.  He 
spend his basic training at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and then moved on to Fort Dix, New Jersey 
for the remainder of his 6 months of active duty.  He returned home in 1960 and went to work at the 
Chevrolet Truck Plant in Indianapolis where he retired from General Motors in 1997 after 37 years. 
Tim was given the keys to the city of Indianapolis after bringing home the 2nd place World Series of 
Little League team.  In 1990(?), Tim was also awarded the Indiana Sagamore Award for outstanding 
service to his community. 
 
On October 17, 1964, Tim married Sue McKim of Lawrenceville, Illinois. They made their home in 
Indianapolis, Indiana and raised three sons, Tim Jr, Brian and Kevin. They have seven grandchildren. 
Tim passed away from cancer on July 12, 2009.     
 
Mary Catherine “Kavanaugh “ Andres is the fifth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) 
Kavanaugh and was born on October 5, 1943.  Kay, as she was referred to, went to St. Peter’s School 
in Montgomery for all eight grades and then on to the Academy of the Immaculate Conception at 
Ferdinand, Indiana.  She graduated in 1961 from the Academy and entered the Convent in September.  
While preparing for a life as a sister, she worked on her undergraduate studies in Elementary 
Education.  Kay also attended Ball State University and graduated with her Masters degree in 
Education.  She taught elementary school for several years in the Diocese of Evansville.  Just before 
taking her final vows Kay left the convent, moved to Petersburg and taught grade school there.  She 
met David Andres from Matoon, Illinois. They were married on January 23, 1971 at All Saints Church 
in Cannelburg.  They had two daughters, Julie and Janet.  Kay and Dave  have five grandchildren.   
 
Louis Alvin Kavanaugh Jr. is the sixth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh and 
was born on November 14, 1945.  He attended St. Peter’s School for the first 8 grades and then went to 
St. Meinard Seminary for one semester in the Fall of 1959.  He returned in January and attended 
Montgomery High school where he graduated on May 10, 1963. After graduation he went on active 
duty in the Army to Fort Jackson, SC for six months active duty as part of the Indiana National Guard. 
He did his Basic Training and Advanced Infantry Training there as well. Because he went into the 
National Guard when he was still 17 he only had to spend 3 ½ years so in the fall of 1966 he was 
discharged with an honorable discharge. When he returned from active duty,  he worked as a meat 
cutter from December of 1963 to September of 1964.  He went to a trade school in Indianapolis for 
Data Processing and was on the ground floor of the computer age.  Upon graduation, he worked at the 
Indiana State Office Building in Indianapolis starting in August of 1965, then transferred to the 
Vincennes District Office in March, 1966.  He began working for U.S. Railway in Washington, 
Indiana in July of 1966.  In March of 1968, Louis went to work at the Crane Naval Base as a computer 
engineer and analyst.  He worked at Crane for over 40 years before retiring on April 3, 2008.   
 
Louis married Liz Michaels on July 23, 1966 at St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery.  They had 5 
children, Sheri, Louie III, Jim, Brian and John.  Louis and Liz also have 15 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren.  They build a home on the north edge of Montgomery where they raised their family. 
Louis was involved in the Right To Life movement for many years and served as State President and 
the Indiana’s Direction on the National Right To Life Board.  He also broadcasts play by play games 
on radio for WRZR Radio in Loogootee.  In his retirement, he writes the Barr-Reeve Sports column for 
the Loogootee Tribune.    
 
David Bernard Kavanaugh is the seventh child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh 
and was born on June 12, 1948.  He attended St. Peter’s School for the first 8 grades and then finished 
high school as the first graduating class of the renamed Barr-Reeve High School in 1966.  Dave 
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received a 2 year degree from Vincennes University and then graduated from Indiana State University 
with a Bachelors’ degree in Math and Physics in 1970.  He completed a Masters Degree in Education 
in 1972.  He was hired as a math teacher at Loogootee High School starting in the Fall of 1970 and 
taught there for 36 years before retiring in 2006.   In 1996, David was inducted into the ASA Indiana 
Fast Pitch Hall of Fame in Indianapolis.  David was also recognized by the State of Indiana with the 
Outstanding Official ISHAA Award for boys high school baseball in 1994, girls high school basketball 
in 2008 and again in 2013 for girls basketball and volleyball. Dave has officiated State Finals in all of 
these sports. 
 
On August 8, 1970, David married Cleta Edmondson from Vincennes, Indiana. They had four 
children, David Jr., Kara, Kristi and Kayla.  David and Cleta have six grandchildren.   
David and Cleta live in Montgomery, Indiana, across from the high school. 
 
Charlotte Ann “Kavanaugh” Lewinski is the eighth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) 
Kavanaugh and was born on April 24, 1951.  She attended St. Peter’s School for the first 8 grades.  For 
high school, Charlotte attended the Academy of the Immaculate Conception run by the Benedictine 
Nuns at Ferdinand, Indiana.  After graduation from the Academy in 1969, Charlotte attended and 
graduated from Indiana State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing.  Later, she earned a 
Masters Degree in Nursing from Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, Illinois.   While at ISU, 
Charlotte met and married Jerry Lewinski from Mishawaka, Indiana.  They were married on July 3, 
1971, and had three children Shawn, Shannan and Shane.  They lived in several cities in Indiana before 
settling in Manchester, Missouri.  Charlotte and Jerry have five grandchildren.  Charlotte retired 
January, 2014, the last of the Kavanaugh children to retire.  She had worked 40 years as staff nurse, 
educator, case manager, lactation consultant and unit manager.  Charlotte was a finalist for the Nursing 
Excellence Award in Women’s Health in St. Louis for 2013. 
 
Steven Michael Kavanaugh is the ninth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh and 
was born on October 17, 1952.  He attended St. Peter’s School for the first 8 grades and graduated 
from Barr-Reeve High School in 1970.  After graduation, Steve attended trade school before taking a 
job in Indianapolis at the Chevrolet Truck Plant in 1973.  Steve worked there (with brother Tim) for 34 
years before he retired in June, 2007.  In 1995, Steve was inducted into the Indiana Metropolitan Fast 
Pitch Hall of Fame.  Since retirement, Steve has helped his parish of St. Ann’s in the maintenance of 
the grounds and other volunteer projects as needed. Steve made his home on the southwest side of  
Indianapolis. 
 
Mark Raymond Kavanaugh is the tenth child of Louis Sr. and Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh and 
was born on November 22, 1954.  He attended St. Peter’s School for the first 8 grades and then 
graduated from Barr-Reeve High School in 1973.  Mark held several jobs in the area before accepting 
a position with Eli Lilly in Indianapolis.  Mark came up through the ranks and became the technical 
engineer for the plant that supplied the production of insulin and cancer fighting drugs.  In 2008, he 
was awarded the first ever, Indy Parentenal Maintenance and Engineering Outstanding Dedication 
Award given by the Eli Lily Company.  Mark was known for his quality workmanship and ability to 
get the job accomplished on time.  Mark retired in December of 2012 after 30 years of service.  
 
 Mark married Clara Smith from rural Loogootee on August 23, 1980.  They had two daughters, Leslie 
and Jenna.  Mark coached both of his daughters’ traveling softball leagues for 9 years.   
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Children & Families Of 
Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  

Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1C 
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John & Donna “Hatch” Kavanaugh Family 

Left: John & Donna 
“Hatch” Kavanaugh 
Family: Mark, Cathy and 
Scott Picture taken at 
Lee’s house at the annual 
Christmas Party in 
December of 1984. 
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Above: John & Donna “Hatch” Kavanaugh 
Family: Scott, Cathy and Mark. Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary for Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh 
in July of 1986. 

 
  

Above: Picture of Scott with his two children 
Alec (left) and Ashton (right) at the 
Kavanaugh Reunion. 

Above: Kevin and Cathy and their family, Lee (left) 
Mary on her mother’s lap, Sarah and Grace in Back.   Above: Picture of Mark 

Kavanaugh and his daughter 
Chandra. 
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Above Left: Family picture, Donna, Scott, Cathy, Mark & Johnny. Above Right: John & Donna 
“Hatch” Kavanaugh Families.  This picture was taken at the 2014 Kavanaugh Reunion on July 3 of 
2014 on the Family Farm where John grew up. Pictured here are John and Donna in front, Left is Scott, 
(Scott’s two children: Ashton & Alec) were unable to attend, Right of Mark is his Girlfriend Natalie 
Alford and in front of him is his daughter Chandra. In back is Kevin & Cathy, Kevin is holding daughter 
Mary Catherine and in front of them are their children Sarah, Lee and Grace.  The picture was taken 
after John & Donna celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary with the Family. 

Pictured right is 
John and Donna 
taken in 2013 while 
the picture on the 
left was taken in 
July of 2008 at a 
Family wedding in 
Indianapolis.   

Page 72



 
 

Obituary of Donna Kavanaugh 
Born: February 11, 1941 
Died: October 24, 2016 

 
Donna Kavanaugh, 75, 205 Southeast Noeleen Lane Lee’s 
Summit, MO, passed away on Monday, October 24, 2016. 
She was the wife of John Kavanaugh formerly of Cannelburg 
Indiana. 
 

Survivors include her husband John Kavanaugh of 52 years, her children, Mark 
(Natalie), Catherine Hollaway (Kevin), and Scott; her grandchildren, Christy, Chandra, 
Grace, Lee, Sarah, Mary, Ashton, and Alec; and special friends, Nancy Hohnecker and 
Doreen Evans. 
  
Donna was born February 11, 1941, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana to Clayton Hatch and Grace Mowbray Lynch. 
She married John Kavanaugh on May 9, 1964, and 
they were blessed with three children. She was an avid 
bowler with the Senior League at Summit Lanes, and 
an active member of Our Lady of the Presentation 
Parish. Donna enjoyed travel, including several 
cruises, reading, and movies with family and friends. 
 
Visitation was Thursday October 27 beginning at 9:30 
a.m. with the Mass of Christian Burial at 11 a.m. at 
Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic Church, 130 
NW Murray Rd., Lee’s Summit, MO 64081. Burial was 
at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Kansas City, Mo..  
Contributions are suggested to Presentation Catholic 
Church, or St. Luke’s Hospice in Lee’s Summit, Mo. 
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This is the Birth Certificate for John Louis Kavanaugh, son of Louis and Catherine 
Kavanaugh.  John was born on April 5, 1937. 

Pictured here is the tombstone for  
Donna “Hatch” Kavanaugh, wife 
of John Kavanaugh.  Donna was 
born on Feb. 11, 1941 and died on 
 Oct. 24, 2016.  She was married to  
John Kavanaugh on May 9, 1964 and  

celebrated their 50th Anniversary at the Kavanaugh Reunion in July of 2014.  John & 
Donna had three children, Mark, Cathy and Scott.  John & Donna lived in Lee Summit 
MO. Donna is buried in Mt. Olivet Catholic Cemetery in Raytown, MO. Raytown is a 
suburb of Kansas City, MO. 
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This is the Record of Marriage for John Louis and Donna “Hatch” 
Kavanaugh. They were married on May 9, 1964 at Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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Lee & Irma  “Early” 
Kavanaugh Family 

Above: Lee & Irma setting in 
front.  In back, Steve, Jason 
and Jeff. Picture taken at Lee’s 
house at the annual Christmas 
Party in December of 1985. 

Lee & Irma “Early” Kavanaugh Family 
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Left: Lee & Irma  “Early” Kavanaugh Family: Jeff, 
Irma, Jason, Lee and Steve.  Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary for Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh 
in July of 1986. 
 

Above:  Irma and her three sons, Stephen, Jason and 
Jeff.  Below Left is Jeff’s Family: (L-R) Terri Lynn, 
Katherine, Jeff and Melanie. Below Right is Stephen’s 
Family: (L-R) Julia, Michael, Steve and Trisha. Below 
Middle is Jason’s Family: Tyler, Brady, Kathryn & 
Jason.  (Family Pictures taken at French Lick, Nov. of 
2014.) 
 
 

Above: Pictured of Lee & Irma taken in 2007 
at Kristi & Justin’s Griffin’s Wedding.. 
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Funeral Program for Robert Lee Kavanaugh – Pages 4 &1 Below 

Funeral Program for Robert Lee Kavanaugh - Pages 2 & 3 Below 
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Obituary for Robert Lee Kavanaugh/Funeral Card 
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Editorial from the Sports Section of the Washington Times Herald by Gregg Sims 
 on Lee Kavanaugh Passing 

Above is the tombstone for Robert “Lee” Kavanaugh who 
passed away suddenly on June 19, 2013. He was married to 
Irma “Early” Kavanaugh and they had three sons, Jeff, 
Stephen and Jason.  Lee is buried on the north section of St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in Montgomery, near the large Cross 
Plaza.  Lee was the son of Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh and Lee died June 19, 2013, exactly six years to 
the day after his Mom passed away on June 19, 2007. 
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Charles Albert & Joan “Hopkins” Kavanaugh Family 

Albert & Joan  “Hopkins” 
Kavanaugh Family: 

Left: Pictured (L-R) Debbie, 
Joan, Albert and Michael.  
Picture taken at Lee’s house at 
the annual Christmas Party in 
December of 1985. 
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Above: Pictured (L-R) Michael, Joan, 
Albert and Debbie.  Picture taken at 
50th Anniversary for Louis Sr. and 
Catherine Kavanaugh in July of 1986. 

Above: Michael & Michelle  “Hinkle” Kavanaugh 
Family:  Pictured below Elaina, Michelle, Haley & 
James Hester on their wedding day on Oct. 4, 2014, 
Michael and son Cameron.  Picture was taken at St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church in Montgomery.  

Above: Albert Kavanaugh Family: Pictured above 
is Albert’s family taken at the 2011 Kavanaugh 
Family Reunion. Shown here on the left side are 
Michael and Michelle’s family, Haley, Michelle, 
Cameron and Haley. On the right side is Debbie 
“Kavanaugh” Anderson, in front of her are her two 
Daughters, Abby and Syndey, Her son Jim was not 
able to attend. Albert is in Back. 

Above: Albert 
Kavanaugh, School 

Picture 

Above: Albert Kavanaugh and his family in July 
of 2008: This picture was taken at one of the 
family weddings in Indianapolis.  Pictured here is 
front (L-R) Cameron, Michelle, Debbie, Sydney, 
James, Abby, Back row (L-R) Elaina, Haley, Mike 
and his Dad Albert.   
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Timothy & Sue “McKim” Kavanaugh Family 

Tim & Sue  “McKim” Kavanaugh 
Family: 

Left: Pictured (L-R) Brian, Sue, Kevin, 
Tim Sr. (Tim Jr.’s Girl Friend), Tim Jr.  
Picture taken at Lee’s house at the annual 
Christmas Party in December of 1985. 
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Above: Pictured (L-R) Tim Jr., Sue, Kevin, Tim 
Sr. and Brian.  Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary for Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in July of 1986. 

Left: Picture of Tim & 
Sue’s Family taken at a 
family Wedding in 
Indianapolis in July of 
2008.  Shown here in front 
row, (L-R) Tim Sr., Sue 
holding Riley, with 
Caroline, Anna and Oliva 
around her, Katie, Andrea.  
Back row: Brian, Kevin, 
Tim Jr., Kody, Leann and 
Barb.  (All Kavanaughs) 

Above: Picture of Tim Sr. and his family as 
they were preparing to leave the Family 
Reunion in June of 2009.  Pictured here are (L-
R) Tim Sr., Andrea holding Riley and Brian 
and Sue.  Tim Sr. passed away the following 
month. 
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Above: Picture of Tim Jr. and Leann Family taken 
in July of 2009. Pictured here are (L-R) Katie, 
Leann, Tim Jr. and Kody. 

Above: Brian and Andrea “Atkinson” 
Kavanaugh’s Family.  Pictured here are Riley 
on the left and Jackson on the right.  Picture 
taken in the summer of 2015. 

Above: Tim & Sue Kavanaugh Grand Children,   
Caroline holding Riley, Olivia, holding Jackson, 
Anna, Katie, Kody.  Picture taken on Christmas 
Eve on Dec. 24 of 2011. 

Left: the tombstone for Timothy “Tim” 
Kavanaugh who passed away on July 12, 
2009 after a five year battle with cancer.  He 
was married to Sue “McKim” and they had 
three sons, Tim Jr., Brian and Kevin.  Timothy 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery on the south 
side of Indianapolis.  His burial plot is just 
inside the south gate off Sumner Ave.  Tim 
retired from the Chevy Truck Plant in 
Indianapolis.  Tim was the son of Louis Sr. & 
Catherine Kavanaugh. 
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Tribute For Timothy E. Kavanaugh 
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Obituary For Timothy E. Kavanaugh 
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Funeral Program for Timothy Edward Kavanaugh – Pages 4 & 1 Below. 

Funeral Program for Timothy Edward Kavanaugh – Pages 2 & 3 Below 

Page 89



 
 

 
  

David & Mary Kay Kavanaugh Andres Family 

Dave & Mary Kay  “Kavanaugh “ Andres 
Family   

Left: Pictured (L-R) Dave, Julie, Janet, 
Mary Kay. Picture taken at Lee’s house at 
the annual Christmas Party in December 
of 1985. 
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Left: Pictured left 
(L-R) Janet, Julie, 
Mary Kay and 
Dave.  Picture ta-
ken at 50th Anni-
versary for Louis 
Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in July 
of 1986. Right: 
Picture of Jim and 
Janet “Andres” 
Cavanaugh on 
their Wedding Day 
in South Carolina 
on May 14, 2011. 
 

Left: Picture of Dave & 
Kay Andres Family, 
Picture taken at Janet and 
Jim’s Wedding in May of 
2011. Pictured here are 
Steve & Julie Dorr, Janet & 
Jim Cavanaugh and Kay 
and Dave Andres.  Steve is 
holding Ryan Dorr and in 
front is their two Girls 
Megan and Caroline.   
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Left: Dave & Kay 
“Kavanaugh” Andres Family: 
Pictured here Front: (L-R) 
Megan, Ryan and Caroline.  
Back: (L-R) Steve & Julie 
Dorr, Kay, Dave, Janet & Jim 
Cavanaugh, Kay and Dave 
holding Joseph Cavanaugh 
son of Janet and Jim.  Since 
this picture was taken in early 
2013 Clair Andres Kavanaugh 
was born to Jim and Janet in 
May of 2014. 
 

Right: Dave & Kay Andres 
Family at Christmas of 2015:  
Shown here are Dave & Kay 
Andres Family who are sitting 
on each end. On the left side 
are Jim Cavanaugh and his 
wife Janet and children Joe 
and Clare.  Also in the picture 
are Steve & Julie Dorr and 
their children, Megan, 
Caroline and Ryan.   

Left: Grandchildren of Dave & Kay Andres. 
Shown here are (L-R) Ryan, Caroline and 
Megan (Steve & Julie Dorr’s children) and in 
front is Joe and Clare (Jim & Janet 
Cavanaugh’s Children). 
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Louis Jr. & Elizabeth “Michaels” Kavanaugh Family 

Louis Jr. & Liz “Michaels” 
Kavanaugh Family: 

Left: Pictured front (L-R) Brian, John, 
Jim. Back (L-R) Liz, Louie III, Sheri 
and Louie Jr. Picture taken at Lee’s 
house at the annual Christmas Party 
in December of 1984. 
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Above: Pictured (L-R) Brian, Sheri, Liz, Louie Jr., 
Louie III, Jim and in front John. Picture taken at 
50th Anniversary for Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in July of 1986. 

Above: Picture of Louis/Liz and their Five 
Children: Sheri, Louie III, Jim, Brian, John.  
Picture was taken in a studio in January of 2011 
as all Families had their pictures taken. 

Above: Shown here are (L-R) Louie Jr. Liz, Sheri, Louie III, 
Jim, Brian, John.  Picture was taken after the Funeral of 
Liz’s Dad Gus Michaels in St. Peter’s School Cafeteria. 

Above: This Picture of Louie Jr. and 
Elizabeth “Michaels” Kavanaugh was 
taken in the Summer of 2012 for St. 
Peter’s Church Directory.   
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Above: Kurt & Sheri “Kavanaugh” Behme 
Family.  This picture was taken on their Daughter 
Anne’s (front) First Communion Day in May of 
2011. Also pictured is Alex (middle) with Kurt and 
Sheri. 

Above: Pictured Andy & Megan “Martin” 
Wathen Family. Megan is the biological 
daughter of Sheri and Kurt Behme.  They were 
reunited with Sheri and Kurt in March of 2007 
and the families have been close since that Time.  
Shown here is Andy & Megan with their Four 
Children, (front) Kylan, Kinley, Katelyn and in 
back is Andy holding Khloe and Megan.  This 
picture was taken in at their home in April of 
2015. 

Above: picture of Matt Kavanaugh with his son 
Chase Daniel Kavanaugh.   Right: Louie III & 
Kris “Nolley” Kavanaugh Family.  This picture 
was taken as a in January of 2011 when all family 
members were present for a family picture.  Shown 
here is (L-R) Mitchell, Louie III, Nicholas, Kris, 
Chase, Back (L-R) Brooke, Matt and Jessica.  
Chase is the son of Matt. 
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Above: Jim Kavanaugh Family:  Pictured here are 
Jim with Olivia (front), MaKayla (right) and 
Christian in back.  Taylor the oldest son was on 
active duty and not able to be in the picture. 

Left: Pictured on the is 
Taylor Kavanaugh, son of 
Jim Kavanaugh & Heather 
Potts.  Jim adopted Taylor 
when Jim and Heather 
married.  Right: Pictured is 
Brian Kavanaugh.  Picture 
was taken at Christmas in 
2012. 

Above: Pictured are the children of Jim & 
Heather, McKayla, Christian and Taylor 
Kavanaugh, Picture taken about 2006. 
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Left: John & Amy 
“Mathies” Family: 
Pictured here are John 
& Amy Kavanaugh 
with their two sons 
Sebastian (front) and 
Gabriel(right). This 
picture was taken for 
the church Directory in 
2012 and since that 
time they have two 
daughters, Rozlyn and 
Elise.  

Left: Pictured here 
in these photos is 
Brian Kavanaugh 
and his bride to be 
Waynette Edwards.  
They are to be 
married in late 
2017.  This picture 
was taken at Brian’s 
brother’s (Jim) 
wedding in March of 
2017.   

Right:  This picture 
of Brian & Waynette 
was taken in Feb. of 
2016 at St. Peter’s 
Church when Family 
pictures were taken. 

Right: Another picture 
of Brian & Waynette 
taken at the reception of 
the wedding of Brian’s 
Brother Jim/Belinda.   
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Louie Jr. and their Families on Thanksgiving Day 2015 
On the left side Amy holding Alyse with Gabe and Sebastian, John (in Back) holding Rozlyn. (John 
is the Youngest)  In front of John are daughter Sheri (Behme) and her daughter Anne and behind is 
her son Alex. Her Husband Kurt who is a fireman for the City of Evansville was on duty that day 
and could not make it.  Also their daughter Megan & Andy Wathen (four Children) could not make 
it. Next are son Jim and his girlfriend Belinda.   Jim has 4 children, the two who were there are 
MaKayla  and Taylor. Jim’s other two children, Olivia and Christian did not make it that day.  
Next are son Louie III and his wife Kris, Louie is on the right side with his 5 children, Nick, 
Brooke, Mitch, back is Kris, Jessica, Matt and Louie III.  Matt’ s Son Chase was with his Mother’s 
family that day and did not make it.  We have 16 Grand Kids, 5 Great Grand Kids, (33 in all, if 
they all get here at the same time!) 
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Left: Pictured here are Louis 
Jr. and Liz “Michaels” Kav-
anaugh as they pose for a 
picture at St. Peter’s Church in 
Montgomery.  This will be 
their official 50th Anniversary 
Picture.  Louie & Liz were 
married in this Church on July 
23 of 1966.   
 
This picture along with a 
picture of each family and 
members were taken on 
Sunday Feb. 7, of 2016 as part 
of their Christmas present 
from the kids.   

Right: Picture of Louis 
Jr. and Liz “Michaels” 
Kavanaugh  Family.  In 
front Liz, Louie Jr., Back, 
(R-L) Oldest to youngest, 
Sheri “Kavanaugh” 
Behme, Louie III, Jim, 
Brian and John.  Sheri 
and Brian live in 
Evansville, Louie III and 
John families live in 
Montgomery and Jim 
lives in Washington.   
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Above: Pictured here are Kurt & Sheri’s Behme 
Family, Sheri & Anne in front and Kurt & Alex in 
back.  They live in Evansville.  These picture were 
taken at St. Peter’s Church in Feb. of 2016 as all of 
Sheri’s Family had their picture taken then.   

Left: Shown her are Kurt & Sheri 
Behme’s Family (In Back).  In front are 
Megan “Martin” Wathen, Alex and Anne 
Behme.  Megan was Kurt and Sheri’s 
Daughter that was adopted at birth in 
1986 but were reunited with Kurt and 
Sheri in 2007.    

Above: Pictured are Andy & Megan 
“Martin” Wathen’s Family as the family 
pictures were taken on Fed. 7, 2016.  In 
front is (R-L) Kylan, Katelyn, Kinley, 
back is Megan holding Khloe and Andy.   
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Left: Pictured here is Megan & Andy Wathen 
Family on the First Communion Day for Katelyn 
their daughter on April 10, 2016. Shown here is 
front (L-F) Kylan, Katelyn, Kinley, back (L-R) 
Megan, Andy hold Khloe.  Picture was taken at 
Megan & Andy’s house on the driveway.  

Left: Pictured 
are Lois & Bill 
Martin, Parents 
of Megan “Mar-
tin” Wathen.  In 
front is Katelyn 
Wathen their 
Granddaughter 
on her First 
Communion Day 
on April 10 of 
2016. 

Above: Megan & Andy Wathen’s Family on 
Feb. 7, 2016.  The picture was taken at St. 
Peter’s Church as part of the Kavanaugh 
Family Pictures. In front are Kylan, Katelyn 
and Kinley.  In back is Megan, Andy holding 
Khloe.   
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Above: Pictured is Chase Kavanaugh 
as he sits on his Dad’s lap (Matt).   

Left: Louie & Kris 
Kavanaugh Family: 
Shown here in front is 
Chase (Matt’s Son), 
Middle row is Jessica, 
Nicholas, Mitchell, 
Brooke, Back are Kris, 
Louie III and Matt.  
Family Pictures were 
taken by all the Families 
of Louie & Liz on this 
d    

Above: Jim Kavanaugh & Belinda Flynn’s Family: 
Front is Sean Flynn, Olivia and MaKayla Kavanaugh. 
Back is Belinda Flynn and Jim Kavanaugh.  Not Pictured 
are Jim’s two sons, Taylor and Christian.  They were the 
only ones missing for this family pictures setting.    
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Left: Brian Kavanaugh is the 3rd son of 
Louis Jr. and Liz Kavanaugh and the 4th of 5 
children.   

Right: John & Amy 
Kavanaugh Family: Shown 
here are front (L-R) 
Sebastian, Gabe, back (L-R) 
Amy holding Roslyn, John 
holding Alyse.   
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Right: This picture is 
Grandpa Louie and 
Grandma Liz with 14 
of the 16 Grand-
children and all 5 
Great Grand Child-
ren.  It took some 
doing to take this 
picture as one little 
girl in front wanted 
her Mommy but we 
got the picture taken.  
This was part of the 
Kavanaugh Family 
Pictures taken on Feb. 
7, 2016.  

Above: Louie Jr./Liz and all the Families: Louie/Liz in the Middle, (R-L) Sheri/Kurt Family, 
Megan/Andy Family, Louie/Kris Family, Jim/Belinda Family, Brian, John/Amy Family. There 
were 32 family members in this picture.  
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David & Cleta “Edmondson” Kavanaugh Family 

Dave & Cleta “Edmondson” Kavanaugh 
Family: 

Left: Picture Front (L-R): Kristi, Kara, Back 
(L-R) Dave, Cleta and David Alan. Kayla was 
not born yet, (She was born in March of 1986. 
Picture taken at Lee’s house at the annual 
Christmas Party in December of 1985. 
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Above: Dave & Cleta “Edmondson” Kavanaugh.   
Picture taken in August of 2015. During this time they 
took several Family Pictures.   

Above: Dave and Cleta in Front with the four Children, 
(L-R) Dave, Kara, Kristi and Kayla. Picture taken in 
August of 2015. 

Above: Kyle and Kara “Kavanaugh” Family 
with Katie (left) and Kimberly (right). Picture 
taken in August of 2015. 

Above:  Pictured (L-R) Front, Kara, 
Kristi, Back (L-R) Dave holding 
Kayla, Dave Jr. and Cleta. Picture 
taken at 50th Anniversary for Louis 
Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh in July 
of 1986. 
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Right: Dave & Cleta 
Kavanaugh with their 
Grandchildren.  (L-R) 
Kimberly Franklin, Karley 
Kavanaugh, Jaxon Griffin, 
Dave & Cleta, Holding 
Katelyn Acton, Lilly Acton, 
Ethan Payne, Katie 
Franklin.  Picture taken in 
August of 2015. 

Left: Dave & 
Cleta’s Families: 
Front (L-R) Kim-
berly  Franklin, 
Karley (Kavanaugh) 
Jaxon (Griffin), 
Dave & Cleta, 
Holding Katelyn 
(Acton, Lilly (Acton 
Ethan (Payne) 
(Katie Franklin) 
Back: (L-R) Dave & 
Melanie 
Kavanaugh, Kyle & 
Kara Land-grebe, 
Kristi & Justin 
Griffin, Kayla & 
Kevin Acton, 
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Above: Kevin & Kayla Acton and Lilly Acton, Dave & Cleta, Kara & Kyle, Melanie & Dave, 
Kristi & Justin Griffin and Jaxon. Front: (L-R) Ethan Payne, Kimberly Franklin, Grady 
Landgrebe, Katie Franklin, Karley Kavanaugh. 
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Jerry & Charlotte “Kavanaugh” Lewinski Family 

Jerry &   “Kavanaugh” Lewinski Family: 
Left: Picture  Front(L-R): Shannon, Shane, Back 
(L-R:) Charlotte, Shawn and Jerry Picture taken 
at Lee’s house at the annual Christmas Party in 
December of 1985. 
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Above: Pictured (L-R) Shane, Shawn, Charlotte, 
Jerry and Shannon.  Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary for Louis Sr. and Catherine 
Kavanaugh in July of 1986. 

Above: Picture of Jerry and Charlotte 
Lewinski, Along with their Daughter Shanan 
Lewinski and Shanan’s Daughter Ave Danko.  
Picture taken at the Kavanaugh Family 
Reunion in June of 2009. 

Above: Jerry & Charlotte “Kavanaugh” 
Lewinski. Picture taken in May of 2011 In 
South Carolina. 

Above: Picture of Shawn & Crystal’s Family 
at the Kavanaugh Family Reunion  in July of 
2010. 
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Above: Shawn and Crystel“Bollman” 
Lewinski Family with (L-R) Ashley, 
Crystal, Anya, AJ, Shawn and Avery.   

Above: Jerry & Charlotte Lewinski Family: Front: Alexander, Avery, Anya, Ashley, 
(Shawn & CrystelLewinski’s Children) Ava Danka (Shannan Daughter). Back is Shane, 
Shannan, Shawn & CrystelLewinski. 
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Steven Michael Kavanaugh 

Steve Kavanaugh Family: 
Above: Picture here is Back (L-R): 
Stephen Kavanaugh and Steve’s 
girlfriend and her son at that time. 
Picture taken at Lee’s house at the 
annual Christmas Party in December of 
1985. 

Above: Pictured here is Steve 
Kavanaugh. Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary for Louis Sr. and 
Catherine Kavanaugh in July of 
1986. 
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Above: Picture of Steve Kavanaugh along 
with his niece Jenna Kavanaugh.   Picture 
was taken in Indianapolis in July of 2008. 

Above: Picture of Steve Kavanaugh taken at 
the Kavanaugh Reunion in July of 2011. 
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Mark & Clara “Smith” Kavanaugh Family 

Mark & Clara “Smith” Kavanaugh Family: 
Above: Pictured (L-R:) Mark and Clara and Leslie 
in Front.  Jenna was not born yet, (She was born in 
April of 1986. Picture taken at Lee’s house at the 
annual Christmas Party in December of 1985. 

Above: Pictured here is Mark & Clare 
“Smith” Kavanaugh and Mark is holding 
Leslie and Clara holding Jenna. The 
picture was taken at the 50th Anniversary 
for Louis Sr. and Catherine Kavanaugh at 
All Saint Church in Cannelburg on July of 
1986. 
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Above: Pictured Mark & Clara’s Family: L-R, Leslie, Clara, Mark 
and Jenna.  Picture taken at Jenna’s wedding in July of 2008. 

Above: Picture above taken 
at the 2011 Kavanaugh 
Family Reunion, L-R, Leslie, 
Clara, Mark and Jenna. 
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Grandchildren of 

Louis & Catherine (McCauley) 
Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1D 
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First Name Middle Name Last Name Birthday Their Parents 

1 Timothy Jr. Edward Kavanaugh March 29, 1965 Tim & Sue Kavanaugh 
2 Jeffery Lee Kavanaugh July 10, 1965 Lee & Irma Kavanaugh 
3 Debra Catherine Kavanaugh August 14, 1965 Albert & Joan Kavanaugh 
4 Mark Louis Kavanaugh August 18, 1965 John & Donna Kavanaugh 
5 Catherine  Marie Kavanaugh November 1, 1967 John & Donna Kavanaugh 
6 Brian Keith Kavanaugh November 23, 1967 Tim & Sue Kavanaugh 
7 Michael Albert Kavanaugh July 13, 1968 Albert & Joan Kavanaugh 
8 Sheri Marie Kavanaugh July 29, 1968 Louie, Jr. & Liz Kavanaugh 
9 Steven  Michael Kavanaugh September 7, 1968 Lee & Irma Kavanaugh 

10 Scot Michael Kavanaugh August 31, 1969 John & Donna Kavanaugh 
11 Louis, III Alvin Kavanaugh September 1, 1971 Louie, Jr. & Liz Kavanaugh 
12 Kevin Michael Kavanaugh December 26, 1971 Tim & Sue Kavanaugh 
13 Shawn Eric Lewinski February 29, 1972 Jerry & Charlotte Lewinski 
14 David  Alan Kavanaugh June 12, 1972 David & Cleta Kavanaugh 
15 Jason Alan Kavanaugh June 21, 1973 Lee & Irma Kavanaugh 
16 James Alan Kavanaugh September 6, 1973 Louie, Jr. & Liz Kavanaugh 
17 Julie Kay Andres September 14, 1973 Dave & Kay Andres 
18 Shannan Marie Lewinski November 24, 1974 Jerry & Charlotte Lewinski 
19 Janet Lynn Andres January 23, 1976 Dave & Kay Andres 
20 Brian Joseph Kavanaugh June 7, 1976 Louie, Jr. & Liz Kavanaugh 
21 Shane Andrew Lewinski March 10, 1977 Jerry & Charlotte Lewinski 
22 Karalyn Jane Kavanaugh May 12, 1979 David & Cleta Kavanaugh 
23 Kristina  Marie Kavanaugh October 21, 1980 David & Cleta Kavanaugh 
24 John  Paul Kavanaugh March 31, 1981 Louie, Jr. & Liz Kavanaugh 
25 Leslie Brooke Kavanaugh May 9, 1982 Mark & Clara Kavanaugh 
26 Kayla Renee Kavanaugh March 18,1986 David & Cleta Kavanaugh 
27 Jenna Leanne Kavanaugh April 4,1986 Mark & Clara Kavanaugh 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Grandchildren of Louis Sr. & Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh 

Left: Picture was taken at Christmas in 
December of 1975 at Lee’s house in 
Montgomery.  Front row from (L-R):  Shannan, 
Shawn, Louie, Jimmy, Jason, and Julie.  Second 
row: Kevin, Mike, Sheri, Scott, Cathy, and 
Steven, Third row: Brian, Mark, Debbie, Tim 
and Jeff.  Grandpa Kavanaugh on the left and 
Grandma on the right in the picture.   
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Right: Picture taken July, 
1976 at Mom/Dad’s 40th   
at the Farm: Front row:  
Jason, Louie, Jimmy, 
David, Shawn, Kevin, Julie, 
Grandpa holding Janet, 
Second row: Grandma 
holding Brian Joseph, Scott, 
Cathy, Sheri, Third row: 
Steven, Mike, Brian, Jeff, 
Mark, Debbie. Jerry is 
holding Shannan Lewinski 
in the back.  
 

Above: Picture taken at Mom/Dad’s 50th on July 3, of 1986.  Shown here Front 
row:(L-R) Brian Joseph, Shane, Kristi, Shannan holding Jenna, Janet holding Kayla, 
Kara, Leslie, John.  Middle row: Cathy, Debbie, Jason, Jimmy, Julie, Sheri, David. 
Back row: Kevin, Scott, Jeff, Mark, Steven, Brian, Tim, Mike, Shawn and Louie III. 
 

Page 118



 
 

 
  

Above: Picture taken at the Kavanaugh Family Reunion on July 6, 2013.  Front row: John, 
Jim, Louie III, Sheri.   2nd row: David, Kara, Kristi, Kayla, Shannan.  3rd row: Mike, Leslie, 
Jenna, Julie, Shawn.   4th row: Debbie, Cathy.   Back row: Jason, Steven, Jeff, Mark, Scott, 
Brian.  In this picture is 22 of the 27 grandchildren; missing from this picture are Tim, Kevin, 
Brian Joseph, Janet and Shane. 
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Great Grandchildren of Louis Sr.Kavanaugh & Catherine McCauley 
First Name Middle Name Last Name Birth Death Parents 

1 Megan Marie Martin 29-Jan-1986  Kurt Behme & Sheri Kavanaugh 
2 Chandra Jane Kavanaugh 25-Jun-1990  Mark & Vickie Kavanaugh 
3 Haley Celeste Kavanaugh 7-Jul-1990  Michael & Michelle Kavanaugh 
4 Matthew Jerome Kavanaugh 25-Sep-1990  Louie III and Kris Kavanaugh 
5 Katherine Elizabeth Kavanaugh 31-May-1992  Jeffery & Melanie Kavanaugh 
6 Taylor Alan Kavanaugh 11-Mar-1993  James & Heather Kavanaugh 
7 Ashton Michelle Kavanaugh 13-Nov-1993  Scot & Michelle Kavanaugh 
8 Jessica Marie Kavanaugh 2-May-1994  Louie III and Kris Kavanaugh 
9 TerriLynn Margaret Kavanaugh 28-Nov-1995  Jeffery & Melanie Kavanaugh 

10 Elaina Marie Kavanaugh 1-Feb-1996  Michael & Michelle Kavanaugh 
11 Kathlyn Mckenzie Kavanaugh 23-Nov-1996  Tim & Leann Kavanaugh 
12 Alec Michael Kavanaugh 25-Nov-1996  Scot & Michelle Kavanaugh 
13 Julie Renee Kavanaugh 26-Feb-1997  Steve & Trisha Kavanaugh 
14 Christian Alan Kavanaugh 17-Nov-1997  James & Heather Kavanaugh 
15 Abigail Katherine Anderson 11-Jun-1998  Jim & Debbie Anderson 
16 Kody Edward Kavanaugh 23-Jul-1998  Tim & Leann Kavanaugh 
17 Olivia Rose Kavanaugh 22-Aug-1998  Kevin & Barb Kavanaugh 
18 Cameron Michael Kavanaugh 24-Aug-1998  Michael & Michelle Kavanaugh 
19 Daniel James Anderson 7-Sep-1999 25-Sep-1999 Jim & Debbie Anderson 
20 Brooke Nicole Kavanaugh 8-Sep-1999  Louie III and Kris Kavanaugh 
21 Alex James Behme 5-Nov-1999  Kurt & Sheri Behme 
22 Michael Dee Kavanaugh 10-Feb-2000  Steve & Trisha Kavanaugh 
23 Caroline Grace Kavanaugh 8-Apr-2000  Kevin & Barb Kavanaugh 
24 Ava Marie Danko 16-Jun-2000  Shannan Lewinski/Joe Danko 
25 James Daniel Anderson 8-Sep-2000  Jim & Debbie Anderson 
26 Mitchell Louis Kavanaugh 10-May-2001  Louie III and Kris Kavanaugh 
27 Grace Marie Hollaway 22-Aug-2001  Kevin & Cathy Hollaway 
28 McKayla Renea Kavanaugh 6-Nov-2001  James & Heather Kavanaugh 
29 Sydney Roslyn Anderson 27-Dec-2002  Jim & Debbie Anderson 
30 Anya Nicole Lewinski 29-May-2003  Shawn & Crystel Lewinski 
31 Leroy Thomas Hollaway 12-Dec-2003  Kevin & Cathy Hollaway 
32 Megan Andres Dorr 4-Jan-2004  Steven & Julie Dorr 
33 Tyler Robert Kavanaugh 1-Jun-2004  Jason & Katie Kavanaugh 
34 Anna Alysse Kavanaugh 2-Sep-2004  Kevin & Barb Kavanaugh 
35 Olivia Maree Kavanaugh 26-Oct-2004  James & Regina Kavanaugh 
36 Anne Marie Behme 8-Nov-2004  Kurt & Sheri Behme 
37 Ethan Lee Payne 29-Jul-2005  Nathan Edward Payne/Kayla Kavanaugh 
38 Nicholas William Kavanaugh 9-Sep-2005  Louie III and Kris Kavanaugh 
39 Sarah Ann Hollaway 24-Sep-2005  Kevin & Cathy Hollaway 
40 Ashley Camille Lewinski 17-Oct-2005  Shawn & Crystel Lewinski 
41 Brady Alan Kavanaugh 8-Feb-2006  Jason & Katie Kavanaugh 
42 Karley Shea Kavanaugh 16-May-2006  David & Melody Kavanaugh 
43 Katie Elizabeth Franklin 4-Oct-2006  Mark & Kara Franklin 
44 Kimberly Marie Franklin 4-Oct-2006  Mark & Kara Franklin 
45 Caroline Mary Dorr 8-Oct-2006  Steven & Julie Dorr 
46 Gabriel John Kavanaugh 8-Nov-2007  John & Amy Kavanaugh 
47 Riley Nicole Kavanaugh 3-Apr-2008  Brian & Andrea Kavanaugh 
48 Alexander James Lewinski 3-Apr-2008  Shawn & Crystel Lewinski 
49 Ryan Stephen Dorr 23-Apr-2008  Steven & Julie Dorr 
50 Mary Catherine Hollaway 13-Feb-2010  Kevin & Cathy Hollaway 
51 Sebastian Mathias Kavanaugh 10-Apr-2010  John & Amy Kavanaugh 
52 Jackson Edward Kavanaugh 11-May-2010  Brian & Andrea Kavanaugh 
53 Avery Marie Lewinski 3-Jun-2010  Shawn & Crystel Lewinski 
54 Jaxon David Griffin 15-Jul-2011  Justin & Kristi Griffin 
55 Lilly Rose Acton 3-Apr-2012  Kevin & Kayla Acton 
56 Joseph Carmac Cavanaugh 10-Oct-2012  Jim & Janet Cavanaugh 
57 Rozlyn Kate Kavanaugh 12-Sep-2013  John & Amy Kavanaugh 
58 Clare Andres Cavanaugh 7-May-2014  Jim & Janet Cavanaugh Page 120



 
 

 

59 Alyse Nicole Kavanaugh 22-May-2015  John & Amy Kavanaugh 
60 Katelyn Renee Acton 30-Jun-2015  Kevin & Kayla Acton 
61 Jase Robert Griffin 5-Aug-2016  Justin & Kristi Griffin 

 

Great-Great Grandchildren of Louis Sr.Kavanaugh & Catherine McCauley 
First Name Middle Name Last Name Birth Death Parents 

1 Kylan Robert Wathen 18-Feb-2006  Andrew & Megan Wathen 
2 Katelyn Ann Wathen 22-Sep-2007  Andrew & Megan Wathen 
3 Chase Daniel Kavanaugh 29-Jan-2009  Matthew Kavanaugy/Kelsey Fleck 
4 Kinley Rose Wathen 17-Aug-2010  Andrew & Megan Wathen 
5 Khloe Marie Wathen 7-Sep-2012  Andrew & Megan Wathen 
6 Isaac James Hester 31-Mar-2016  James & Haley Hester 
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Awards – Recognitions 
Of the Children of 

Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  
Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1E 
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Right: First Communion 
picture for Mark Kavan-
augh at All Saints in 
Cannelburg. Dave Kava-
naugh carried the Cross in 
the middle in Back. Picture 
Taken May 1962 

Left: 8th Grade Grad-
uation Picture for 
Mark Kavanaugh at 
St. Peter’s School in 
Montgomery Picture 
Taken May 1970 
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Left: 8th Grade Grad-
uation Picture for Steve 
Kavanaugh at St. Peter’s 
School in Montgomery.  
Picture Taken May 1968 

Right: First Communion 
Picture for Steve Kavan-
augh at All Saints in 
Cannelburg. Picture 
Taken May 1960 
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Above:  Coach Tim Kavanaugh Talks to Son Kevin. The Picture above shows 
Coach Tim Kavanaugh as he goes to the mound to talk with his son Kevin 
Kavanaugh in the Little League game at Williamsport PA. in August of 1984.  
The Team had previously won in Indianapolis and advanced to the Midwest 
where they won and went on to Williamsport. 
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Below: The following Article appeared in the Washington Times Herald the day 
of renaming the Barr-Reeve Gym Floor to Kavanaugh Kourt. The date was 
December 5, 2009.  Barr-Reeve played Orleans that night and came away with a 
close win. 
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Newspaper 
Article on 
the Presen-
tation of the 
Sagamore 
of the Wa-
bash Award 
presented to 
Albert Kav-
anaugh on 
February 
24, 2004. 
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Loogootee Re-Names St. John’s Gymnasium after Lee Kavanaugh 
January 14 of 2012 

Left: Lee Kavanaugh (left) 
with Loogootee Principal 
John Mullen as they pose near 
the plaque on the wall at the 
renamed Lee Kavanaugh 
Gymnasium.  (Formerly the 
St. John’s Gymnasium) 

Below left is the presentation 
of the banner that now hangs 
in the old St. John’s Gym which 
was renamed the “Lee 
Kavanaugh Gymnasium”.  This 
was done on January 14, 2012 
during the Loogootee Barr-
Reeve Game.  It was one of the 
largest crowds ever in Jack 
Butcher Arena to witness a 
Loogootee Game.  A large 
delegation of Lee’s Family was 
on hand for the presentation 
and for the reception that 
followed in the Cafeteria.  
Family Members then moved to 
the Family Farm to continue 
the celebration.  The Presen-
tation above was done by 
Loogootee School Officials 
Principal John Mullen, 
Superintendent, Mayor Noel 
Harty, and Athletic Director. 
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Above: The Picture was taken of Lee’s Brothers/Sisters as they gathered at 
the Family Farm after the Celebration in Loogootee. Pictured above are (L-
R) Mark, Dave, Johnny, Charlotte, Steve, Lee holding the  plaque presented 
to him from his family, Albert, Kay and Louie Jr.  
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Left: The Following article appeared in 
the Bedford Newspaper Just after Lee’s 
retirement from coaching Jr. High at 
Loogootee.  Lee retired from Coaching 
after the 2011 season. 
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Below: The Following Article Appeared in the Loogootee Tribune the following 
week after Lee’s Big Night.   
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Below: The Tribute to Lee Kavanaugh appeared in the “Official Loogootee 
Program” during the 2011-12 Season. 
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Loogootee’s Version of Kavanaugh and His Court 
 
While brother Charles Albert Kavanaugh may have a Kourt honoring his name in 
hometown Montgomery, Loogootee’s long-time (and I mean long as in six different 
decades long) junior high mentor and local legend Robert L. Kavanaugh, better known 
by his middle name, Lee, chose to retire from his favorite passion after completing 
official year # 43 of coaching hoops at Loogootee.  Our own Coach K actually first wet 
his whistle with the seventh and eighth graders in 1963 at the former Crane school 
where he was blessed to coach the likes of Jack Trout, Dave Hawkins, Brian Canada, 
and eventual 1970 IHSAA Trester Award winner Jim Trout.  Following 
a short two-year stint as eighth grade mentor at Celestine while 
teaching in Jasper, Kavanaugh returned to the basketball-
hotbed in Martin County at the behest of high school 
coaches Jack Butcher and Tim Nonte, and the rest, as 
they say, is truly history.    
 
While the dandy duo of Butcher and Nonte were 
coming off the varsity basketball-high 1970 
final four appearance in Indy, Kavanaugh 
coached up the seventh and eighth grades the 
following winter to the tune of perfect 23-0 and 
25-0 slates respectively, giving him a remarkable 
48 wins against no defeats in the winter of 1971 with 
players the likes of Billy Butcher, Mark Riggins, 
Kenny Mattingly, and Kenny Nigg, whom, similar to the path 
of Trout and Canada, would go on to lead the celebrated 1975 Lion 
product to an appearance in the state championship at newly constructed Market 
Square Arena. 
 
From that 1969-70 campaign until 1976, Kavanaugh headed up the charge of both the 
seventh and eighth grade outfits and put together a combined seven year marker of 250-
46, a ridiculously insane winning percentage of 84%.  Then, from 1977 until the spring 
of 1985 (when Lee decided to take a brief five-year coaching hiatus to watch younger 
sons Steven and Jason’s high school sports careers), Coach K amassed an eighth-
grade-only composite of 134-48, including the unscathed 21-0 squad of 1979 that 
featured Jamie Lannan, Rick Schnarr, and David Wininger amongst others. 
 
Lee leapt back into coaching the eighth graders to begin the 90’s with his 90-91 and 91-
92 squads posting impressive 19-3 and 21-1 slates, the latter taking the Blue Chip 
tourney with the likes of Nick Toy and Jeff Bledsoe, two of Loogootee’s 1,000 point 
scorers (a historical milestone that features only 13 total Lions).  The next two seasons 
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were winning ones as well before the 1994-95 group struggled in what amounted to 
Kavanaugh’s first-ever losing season in his 27th year on the sideline.  Following that 
agonizing lowlight, Coach Kavanaugh asked to relinquish the eighth grade job in order 
to benefit the basketball program by stressing and teaching the fundamental basic skills 
necessary a year earlier to the boys as incoming seventh graders. 
 
Thus, throughout the past 16 school years, Lee has put together a remarkable 259-84 
seventh grade run, with two of those highly-successful teams completing their schedule 
with just one loss and two more band of ball-players with a total of just two defeats 
each.  All told, Kavanaugh spent 26 years in charge of eighth graders, putting together 
a 363-121 mark, good for an exact .750 winning percentage.  Even more astonishing, in 
26 years with the seventh graders, Lee’s ledger sits at 401-108, giving him a blistering 
.788 victory shot.  Do the math, and his body of junior high work comes to a simply 
staggering 764-229 overall career inside (and admittedly outside of) the coaching box 
on the hallowed Loogootee hardwood. 
 
And, for transparency sake, it should also be noted that in 1966-67, following Crane’s 
consolidation into Loogootee, as well as 1967-68, Kavanaugh actually mentored both 
the fifth and sixth grade Lions’ teams (though no record of wins and losses was 
maintained for those two seasons).  Quite honestly, the only comparison that can be 
made with Kavanaugh’s eye-popping numbers is The Coach himself:  Jack Butcher.  
Butcher’s record in 45 years, 1957-2002, was 806-250; as mentioned beforehand, 
Kavanaugh’s final slate after 43 exciting and challenging years on the bench was 764-
229.  Together, these two legends triumphed in 1,570 contests against just 479 losses 
over their fifty-plus years inside the Loogootee Program.  With all due respect to 
brother Albert at Barr-Reeve, I believe Loogootee’s own Leapin’ Lee truly occupies a 
Court All His Own! 
 
In fact, Lee’s Gym became official on January 14, 2012 before the start of the annual 
Loogootee versus Barr-Reeve boys’ basketball contest.  In front of several thousand 
fans and nearly all of Lee’s family, Caoch Kavanaugh was presented with a banner 
from Principal John Mullen that forever honors his namesake.  A commemorative 
banner and Z-bronze plaque recognizing Lee Kavanaugh Gymnasium adorns the walls 
at the former St. John’s and Elementary East School. 
 
Sadly, Coach Kavanaugh passed away unexpectedly this summer on June 19, 2013.  We 
remember Robert Lee Kavanaugh as a Loogootee Teacher, Coach, and Friend.  No 
doubt his keen eyes and big heart from above will remain with the Lions as they 
continue to remember the man who instilled pride and tradition into the Loogootee 
Program. 
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Left: This article ap-
peared in the Wash-
ington Times Herald 
Sports Page on July 5, 
1997.  It was an article 
on Dave Kavanaugh’s 
rise to the top while 
umpiring Baseball. 
Dave has done Volle-
yball, Baseball and 
Basketball Finals 
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Right: The Following 
Article appeared in the 
Newspapers after the 
Kavanaugh Brothers 
Lee, Albert and Dave 
were elected to the 
Softball Hall of Fame 
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Steve Kavanaugh 
Inducted into the 

Indianapolis ASA Fast 
Pitch Hall of Fame, 

 

Steve Kavanaugh as he 
accepts his induction into 
the Indianapolis ASA Fast 
Pitch Hall of Fame. 

 

Below: Steve Kavanaugh Inducted into the Indianapolis ASA Fast Pitch Hall of 
Fame, The article below appeared in the Montgomery Times in November of 1995 

Left: Steve’s Family Attend Induction. 
Several of Steve’s Family attended the 
induction ceremonies on that Sunday 
Afternoon in November of 1995. Pictured here 
is Steve as he holds the induction plaque and 
left to right are brother Louie Jr., Steve sister 
Kay Andres and Steve’s Mom Catherine. Back 
row is brothers Dave, Mark and Lee.    
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At the top of the Front Page of the Washington Time Herald in November of 1995 
 

“Kavanaugh Inducted into Hall of Fame, See Page 12” 
 

The article below appeared in the  
Washington Times Herald on November 6 of 1995 
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Left: The Following was written by Tim 
Nonte at the introduction of Lee, Albert 
and Dave into the Fast Pitch Hall of 
Fame. 

Below: The Special Award was published 
in the Washington Time Herald in the 
summer of 1992 in honor of Louis 
Kavanaugh Jr. for his service to the Right 
To Life, Montgomery Ruritan Club, St. 
Peter’s Church and to his Family.    
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Louie and Liz Kavanaugh have worked together for many years in the pro-life 
movement and on Thursday night they were rewarded for all their hard work.  While 
accepting the award Louis Kavanaugh Jr. President of the Daviess County Right To Life 

said “My wife 
Liz ask me to 
get involved in 
the movement 
and if I would 
do that she 
promised she 
would take care 
of the kids and 
do what needed 
to be done there 
on the home 
front.  She 
helped with 
what she could 
and has also 

been 
encouraging me 
to keep going.” 
Louie and Liz 
got involved in 

the movement in 1977 and have been active ever since.  Louie not only served as the 
President of Daviess County Right to Life but also was very active in the Indiana Right 
to Life Organization.  He served as Indiana’s Delegate on the National Right to Life 
Board in 1986 and worked with Dr. Jack Willke who was the National Right to Life 
President and became close friends to the Willke’s.  When Indiana Right to Life split in 
the late 80’s Louis was the founder of the Indiana Federation of Right to Life and served 
as the State President.  He remained in that position until the two Organizations merged 
back together.  During this time he remained in the leadership role of Daviess County 
Right to Life.  When Donna Gentry joined the local organization the two worked 
together to form one of the strongest County Organizations in the state.  Under their 
leadership the local organization expanded its help to other County organizations around 
Southern Indiana and help to strengthen the Right to Life Movement. Louis Kavanaugh 
has also worked with and helped to elect pro-life candidates running for public office.  
When Congressman John Hostettler was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Congressman Hostettler asked Mr. Kavanaugh to serve as the coordinator for the 

Louie & Liz Kavanaugh Receive 2012 Donna Gentry Pro-Life Award 
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Hostettler Campaign in Daviess County for his re-election effort.  Louie and his wife 
have been very active in working with the Right to Life Movement not only on the local 
level but also on the State Level.  The Right to Life Banquets held each year in October 
is one of the largest pro-life Banquets in the State outside of Evansville.  Banquet 
Speakers have included some the top names in the pro-life movement.  Under the 
leadership of Donna Gentry the Pregnancy Care Center was started and has grown into a 
major contribution to the help for women with unplanned pregnancies. This continues 
today even though Donna Gentry passed away suddenly in 2011. 
 
Louis Jr. and his wife Elizabeth are the parents of five children, Sheri (Kurt) Behme of 
Evansville, Brian (Evansville), Louie III (Kris), (Montgomery) John (Amy) Mont-
gomery and Jim of Washington.  They have 16 Grand-children and 5 Great 
Grandchildren.   

  Above: Louis and Liz Kavanaugh accept the Award as they both thank the 
local Right To Life Organization.  Louis has worked and held office in the 
local organization since 1977. 
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Below: The following article appeared in the local newspaper as the three 
Kavanaugh brothers John, Lee and Tim Retire and were honored by their 
family in July of1997. 
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Below: In 2001, the Kavanaugh Kids held a surprise birthday party for their 
Mom at the Gasthof Restaurant on her 88th Birthday.   
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Above: The Following article appeared in the local 
Newspaper and the Indianapolis Star. I do believe this 
picture appeared in the Star around April of 1956.  Old Gin 
was born in the spring of 1917 and died on Feb. 29 of 1960 
in his stable there on the Family Farm. 

The picture below was the 
Kavanaugh Mule, Old Gin 
pictured here with Louis Sr. and 
Catherine’s son Mark Kavanaugh  
with the birthday cake celebrating 
Old Gin 42th Birthday.  Old Gin 
was born on the Kavanaugh 
Farm in the Spring of 1917 and 
died on Feb. 29, 1960.  Old Gin 
was a beloved member of the 
Kavanaugh family for many years 
and did his part in plowing the 
fields and the garden was well as 
pulling the wagons wherever 
fences needed mending.  He lived 
a long life, much longer than 
other mules. 
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Awards – Recognitions 

for the Grandchildren of 
Louis & Catherine (McCauley)  

Kavanaugh Sr. 

CHAPTER – 1F 
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The following are excerpts from an Article written for the Washington Times Herald 

by Louis Kavanaugh Jr. in the April of 2014. 
 

Barr-Reeve Now Has Four Mental Attitude Awards Winners: Barr-Reeve had some 
amazing success in Sports and Academics in the last few years and this spring another 
honor was bestowed on the school.  This time it was the selection of Micah Bullock as the 
2013 Class 1A Arthur L. Trester Award for Mental Attitude at the State Basketball Finals 
on March 29.  Micah becomes the 4th Barr-Reeve Student to receive this special award.  
Earlier this school year in the fall of 2013 Micah’s first cousin Jenna Knepp also won the 
Mental Attitude Award as Barr-Reeve Lady Vikings won the Class 1A Volleyball State 
Championship.  In the Spring of 2010 Micah’s 2nd Cousin Christian Duncheon also won 
the Tresler Award in the Class 1A State Championship Basketball Title Game when the 
Vikings played Bowman Academy. The other Mental Attitude Award winner goes back a 
few years as Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin won the Award.  It was the first ever run to the 
state by a Barr-Reeve Volleyball team as the Lady Vikings played Clinton Prairie for the 
Class 1A State Volleyball Championship in the fall of 1998.  There are not too many 
schools that can say they have four Mental Attitude Award Winners and it happens to have 
that right here in our community.  On a recent weekend all four recipients were home for 

Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin Receives Mental Attitude Award 
Fall of 1998 at Class 1A State Finals 
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the weekend and we sat down with each one to talk about what they are doing now and 
what this award means to them.   
 
Kristi “Kavanaugh” Griffin was the first athlete from Barr-Reeve to win the Mental 
Attitude Award and it happened in the fall of 1998 on Barr-Reeve’s first trip to the State 
Finals in Girls Volleyball.  Barr-Reeve lost to Clinton Prairie in that Class 1A State 
Finals in one of the last events held in the old Market Square Arena.  Kristi remembers 
when they called her name she was still emotionally drained from the match and it was 
hard to comprehend that she really had won the Mental Attitude Award.  Kavanaugh 
recalls “I remember they were calling for my Parents to come down on the floor and 
Mom and Dad were way up in the stands and it took a while for them to get down to the 
floor.  I think we were all surprised that I had won.”  Kristi graduated from Barr-Reeve 
as a valedictorian in her class of 1999 and graduated from the University of Southern 
Indiana summa cum laude in 2004 after playing all four years as a starter on the 
Volleyball team and then coaching for a year before graduating from USI. “In our first 
year we were 12-13 but in our sophomore we were 27-4 and continued to improve each 
year and we were the first team in the history of USI to win the Conference Tournament 
and represented the School in post season.  Many of the girls on that team are now 
coaching in the college ranks.  After college, I started coaching at Jacksonville State in 
Jacksonville Alabama and there we won the school’s first ever conference title and 
advanced to the DI NCAA tournament.”  After 4 years at JSU Kristi took some time off,  
married Justin Griffin and then got out of coaching to get closer to home.  Then an 
opportunity arose at Western Kentucky University where she is currently the assistant 
volleyball coach at a top 25 Division I program.  “It is within a few hours of both our 
parents and now that I have a son Jaxon David it is nice to be close to both of our 
families.  I still have fond memories of that year when I won this award and I do keep in 
touch on how Barr-Reeve is doing.”  
 
Over the years Barr-Reeve continues to have outstanding success in the classroom and 
on the Court.  These young men and women continue to represent the school and the 
community in a very positive way.  Even though the Barr-Reeve Teams may not come 
home from the State with the ultimate prize they have given it the best their best shot 
and that is all we can ask of these kids.  They certainly have made the community proud 
of their efforts  
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Left: Kristi Kavanaugh Wins Mental Attitude 
Award at the State Volleyball Championship 
game in October of 1998 

Above: Kurt Behme Receives Citation for Saving 
Life of Young Girl – Feb. 22, 2009 
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Megan’s Story 
 
On January 29, 1986 Sheri Kavanaugh gave birth to a little girl at the Daviess County Hospital when 
she was a Senior in High School.  The Father of that Child was Kurt Behme of Washington.  Sheri was 
a senior at Barr-Reeve High School at the time and Kurt has just graduated from Washington Catholic 
High School in 1984.  Sheri and Kurt chose adoption for their little girl who was adopted by Bill and 
Lois Martin of Evansville.  It was a closed adoption and Catholic Charities handled the adoption.  
 
Sheri and her boyfriend Kurt Behme chose adoption and that was a tough decision for both the two 
kids to make.  It was also hard on their parents as well.  Sheri went on to college and later graduated 
with a degree in computer engineering from University of Evansville.  After her junior year in college 
Sheri married Kurt Behme on May 6, 1989 who was a firefighter in Crawfordsville, Indiana,  Kurt also 
worked as a firefighter in the cities of Vincennes and Washington but then settled in as a firefighter for 
the City of Evansville in 2003.   
 
Sheri Kavanaugh married Kurt Behme and they had two other children, Alex and Anne. They lived 
like any other family until 2007 when Sheri filed with the Dept. of Health so that if the adoptive child 
wanted to find them, she would be given that opportunity to make that connection. There was no 
contact between the biological parents or the adopted child or the adoptive parents until March of 
2007. In Feburary of 2007 Sheri filed the necessary paper work with the Indiana Dept. of Health so 
that if the adoptive child wished to contact them, she would be given that opportunity.  Megan also had 
to file with the Dept. of Health but both families had to wait until the child was age 21 years of age.  
The Adoptive child’s name was Megan “Martin” Wathen who was now married and had one child of 
her own. 
 
Well it happened in March of 2007 that Megan “Martin” Wathen received the letter she had been 
waiting for from the State of Indiana and it contained the contact information for her Birth Mother and 
her Birth Father. 
 
On a Sunday afternoon in early March of 2007 the phone rang at Sheri and Kurt’s house and it was 
Megan.  During that first phone call Sheri and Megan talked for two and a half hours trying to catch up 
on the pass history.  Megan not only found her biological mother but she also found her biological 
father as well. Megan also found out she had a blood bother (Alex) and a sister (Anne). Sheri 
“Kavanaugh” Behme had lost a baby in 2006 when Sheri was 4 months along.   Within days Sheri and 
Kurt’s Parents were called to Evansville and given the news that Megan had now been found.  They 
were ecstatic as well after all the years of wondering.  
 
The following weekend in March of 2007 Sheri and Kurt got to meet Megan and her husband.  It was a 
day that both Sheri and Kurt and Megan have been waiting for many years.  Megan choose that day to 
spring the news that she was expecting her second child! 
 
Within the next few weeks Megan met her Birth Grand Parents and her birth Great Grand Mother.  
Many Pictures were taken during these meetings.  Those meetings were followed up with a Megan 
introducing her adoptive parents to her Birth parents family and that took place in an Evansville 
Restaurant May 5, 2007.  Within three months after that first meeting Megan’s Great Grandmother 
Catherine Kavanaugh passed away on June 19, 2007.   
 
As the saying goes the rest is history.  Both families continue to meet for birthdays, First Communions 
and other special events as the families grow closer.   Megan and Andy Wathen have added three 
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daughters Katelyn, Kinley and Khloe to their family. Please see the following articles that appeared in 
area newspapers nearly 6 years after the initial reunion. 
 
 
  Below: The Following Newspaper Articles were written several years after the Reunion 

of the Adoptive Child Megan and her Birth Parents.  The first article is from the 
Catholic Newspaper in Evansville “The Message” and the second article is from the 
Evansville Courier.  These stories were written in the summer of 2013 over six years 
after the Reunion. 
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Below: The following Article appeared in the Evansville Courier on the Story of 
Megan’s Adoption in July 11 of 2013 
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Above: Five Generations in This Picture.  This 
picture was taken in March of 2007 just a few months 
before Mom passed away.  It was the first time that 
we met Megan and her family.  Pictured here is  Mom 
(Catherine  “McCauley”  Kavanaugh sitting in the 
chair, in back (L-R) is her son Louis Jr. , his daughter 
Sheri “Kavanaugh” Behme, Sheri’s Daughter, 
Megan “Martin” Wathen and Megan is holding her 
son Kylan.  It was the only time that five Generation 
were present together in our family. 
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Left: The article  on the Award given to 
Sheri  “Kavanaugh” Behme for her quick 
response when her husband Kurt had a 
stroke in October of 2003 that saved his life. 
The Award was presented in February of 
2004. 
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Left: shown here is Debbie “Kavanaugh” Anderson 
as she receives this special award from Senator 
Richard Lugar.  Debbie is the daughter of Albert 
Kavanaugh of Montgomery and Joan Kavanaugh of 
Phoenix Az.  Debbie graduated from Barr-Reeve 
High School in 1983 and then graduated from 
Indiana University with her BS in 1987 and her MS 
in 1995.  Debbie says that she visited with Senator 
Lugar after the luncheon since they could not go to 
the White House to visit with Bill and Hillary Clinton.  
 

 The ceremony started on April 25, 1995 (7 days after 
the Oklahoma City bombing).  President Clinton had 
to deal with that instead of meeting us. The awardees 
and their significant other or guest were wined and 
dined to the max for 5 days in D.C.  One other 
memorable event was meeting with Bill Nye, the 
Science Guy, the keynote for the dinner at the plush 
State Department Ballroom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Pictured here is Debbie 
“Kavanaugh” Anderson (Center) as 
she receives the Adjunct Faculty 
Award for Excellence in Instruction.  
Debbie was the Recipient for the 
Bloomington Region and the award was 
presented in April, 2016.  Shown here is 
(L-R) Thomas Snyder, Ivy Tech 
Community College President Emeritus 
- Retired July 2017, and on Debbie’s 
right is Jennie Vaughan - Current Ivy 
Tech CC - Bloomington Chancellor 
 

Left: Introducing the Adjunct Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Instruction Recipient for the 
Bloomington Region, Deborah Anderson 
 

The following is Debbie “Kavanaugh” Anderson’s 
philosophy for her work in the classroom.  IN HER 
OWN WORDS...My philosophy of teaching has 
developed from my belief that learning is a life-long 
process. Playing the role of “teacher” as I played 
“school” with my younger brother and cousins was my 
initial experience modeling the role of a teacher. 
 

“I mimicked the role I observed my parents perform 
with students in their classrooms at the primary and 
high school levels. I saw the patience they displayed as 
they worked with students after school. In the summer, 
they completed graduate degrees to increase their 
knowledge and improve their skills. I was inspired by 
their example to follow a similar path. I believe that my 
role as an educator is to inspire learners (both children 
and adults) to pursue knowledge through a variety of 
methods, learn strategies for success, and develop a 
love of learning.” 
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Below: This article appeared in the Indianapolis Star Newspaper on Sunday Oct. 9, 2016, By 
Kyle Neddenriep. This article is about Caroline Kavanaugh, Daughter of Kevin & Barb 
Kavanaugh and Caroline’s brave fight against a brain tumor and how she has been an 
inspiration to anyone who has come in contact with her.  The article was also featured in USA 
Today along with a video and in newspapers across the country.  Caroline’s Dad is Kevin 
Kavanaugh who is the son of Tim & Sue Kavanaugh and the Grandson of Louis & Catherine 
Kavanaugh Sr. 
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Farm House Today 
 

Left: picture of how the 
Farm House looks today.  
The back Porch was put on 
about 1950, the Garage on 
the North Side of the house 
was built in the 80’s.  The 
house had aluminum siding 
put on in the 70’s. You can 
barely see the Old Smoke 
House on left top of the 
house as it is still there 
today.   

Right: Picture of 
the Farm House 
Around 2000, 
Note the new 
garage to the left 
of the house.  The 
ramp on the front 
porch was built so 
Mom could leave 
the house by 
wheel chair. 

 
 

“The Farm or The Home Place” 

CHAPTER – 1G 
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Pictured left is the living 
room on the Northwest 
corner of the house.  You 
will note the senior pictures 
of all ten children hang on 
the east wall along with 
senior tassels.  The house is 
pretty much like it was when 
Catherine passed away on 
June 19, 2007.  The home 
did not contain high priced 
valuable furniture but was 
well kept.   

Right: This picture was 
taken facing the West wall 
of the living room.  Note 
a picture of the farm 
house from the air hangs 
on the wall. The door 
right beside the picture 
was the entrance where 
special guests arrived at 
the farm house.  All us 
kids knew we would enter 
the back door and better 
not have mud on your 
shoes.  

Left: This picture is the 
south wall of the Living 
Room. Seems like Mom 
may have won that picture 
on the wall sometime and it 
has hung in the living room 
for many years.   
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Left: The Dining/TV Room.  We 
always called this the dining room 
because that was named before we 
had a TV.  This is where we would 
entertain Family and friends and 
watch ballgames and where we 
would say the Rosary as a Family.  
As you can see in the corner a closet 
and next to it is the flue where an 
cold stove once heated this part of 
the house.  The dining table and 
chairs were added in the 70’s when 
most of the kids were gone.   

Right: The Dining/TV Room.  
This is a view of the South wall 
facing the kitchen.  The recliner 
in the middle of this picture was 
commonly referred to as “The 
Chair”.  It was where Mom 
rested through most of her late 
years in life.  No one would sit in 
that chair if Mom was up and 
around.   

Left: The Dining/TV Room.  This 
is a view of the West wall.  The 
door that is in the left portion of the 
picture leads to the living room.  
Mom use to have a china cabinet 
there in her early years of marriage 
but it was replaced by this piece of 
furniture in the 70’s.   
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Left: This is Mom/Dad’s 
Bedroom. The door on the 
right would be to the 
bathroom and the closet on 
the right portion of the 
picture.   

Right: This was Mom 
/Dad’s Bedroom, on the 
West side of the house 
adjourning the living room 
on the north and the back 
porch on the south.  The 
door to the bathroom is to 
the left in this picture.  The 
closet was Mom’s and that 
was the only closet she had.  
It was not built until maybe 
in the 70’s.  She just had 
one small closet on the 
north wall.   

Left: The Kitchen. In this view 
you can see the sink area that 
was set up for the Family 
Reunion. The Kitchen was 
located on the East side of the 
house.  Where the refrigerator 
sits now was where the big old 
cook stove use to set and that 
was our heat and where we 
would also cook and got our 
hot water to wash dishes from 
the boiler that was inside the 
stove. At one time we cooked on 
the old cook stove as well as the 
cooking range on the left. 
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Left: This is not the table set 
that we grew up with, this set 
was purchased well after most of 
the kids were gone.  We had a 
slightly larger table that had 3 
on each side and 2 on each end 
and if all twelve were there for a 
meal, two would sit on the stair 
steps in the far corner.  There 
were two steps that started the 
stairway up to upstairs and you 
can make out the door in the 
corner leading to a winding 
stairs to the upstairs.  The door 
to the left is the closet door 
under the stairwell. 

Left: This is a picture of the 
back porch as you are facing 
East.  In this picture you will see 
it set up for the Kavanaugh 
Reunion with the extra tables.  
The sink that is along the south 
windows was at one time the 
main sink used in the kitchen.  
This area was built onto the 
house in about 1950.   

Left: The Kitchen shows the 
door on the left to Mom/Dad’s 
Bedroom and the door on the 
right to the dinning/TV room. 
Before we got a TV that was a 
formal dining room you might 
say. In the corner of the kitchen 
where a microwave now sits use 
to be a wash stand and that is 
where we washed up for meals. 
Before running water that is. 
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Left: This is a view of the back 
porch looking West with the 
laundry on the left, the furnace 
on the right and the bathroom 
straight ahead.  When the porch 
was first built, it was all open as 
Mom had an old fashion 
washing machine and tubs to do 
all the laundry for 10 children.  
The Bathroom was put in 
around 1963 and the furnace 
was put in the 60’s.   

Above: First room upstairs: Not a good picture but the lamp 
is sitting on Mom’s old Cedar Chest that has been in the 
family for as long as I can recall.  Use to be in Mom’s 
bedroom downstairs. 

Above & Left: The Stairway to the 
Upstairs.  Winding and had to be 
very careful.  Many times someone 
came sliding down on their 
backside when they lost their 
footing.  
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Left: First room upstairs: This is a 
view from the corner of the room, 
with the wall in the center to the 
middle room.  The door can be 
seen to right of the picture.  This 
room was the girl’s bedroom, 
considered the suite, the best of the 
three rooms.   

Left middle: First room upstairs: 
This is a view of the East wall with 
the large window and the stairwell 
in the corner. Along the east wall 
was a small closet and the 
Chimney flue that came up from 
the kitchen below.  Behind the 
Chester drawers is a small door 
that went to the attic where some 
item were stored.  The upstairs 
bedrooms are still used by family 
members when there is a get 
together at the Farm.  There is no 
air conditioning in the upstairs 
and that does create a problem.   
In the old days we all slept 
upstairs during the heat of the 
summer.  Don’t think I could do 
that now.   

Left: Upstairs Middle Room:   
This is the view looking to the 
Southwest corner.  Dad told us 
years ago that the small windows 
use to be open in the summer time 
and one time when he came home 
he slept in this room and there was 
no electricity so he got ready for 
bed and when he got in bed he 
discovered a snake had come up 
the tree outside the window, onto 
the porch and right through the 
window into his bed.  Needless to 
say, he did not let it stay there 
long. 
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Left: Upstairs Middle Room:  In this 
picture you can see the door on the 
right leading to the first room as you 
come up the stairs and the door on the 
left is the door that leads to the back 
room.   

Left: Upstairs Middle Room:  This is a view 
looking thru the door to the first room upstairs.  
The curtains went to a closet that we all shared.  
There were two big double beds in this room as in 
the back room.   

Right: Upstairs Back Room:  Here is a view 
of the back upstairs bedroom, looks more like 
a storage room now but there use to be two 
double beds in this room.  This little baby 
bed was use by all of Louis and Catherine’s 
children when they were infants.   

Left: Upstairs Back Room:  This is a view 
facing the North side of the house.  Through this 
window you can view the barn and the lots.  No 
heat was upstairs but a vent did come up from 
the dining room into the back room.   
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Right: The Farm House in 
1939-?  Picture of the “Farm 
House” in the late 30’s. The 
picture on the left is some of 
the Kavanaugh’s  that were 
neighbors that came over on 
Sunday afternoon to hang out.  
In this picture you can see Joe 
Kavanaugh far right on the 
porch, along with Margaret 
Grow, Dad holding Johnny or 
Lee on the far left.  Note the 
house had stucco siding.  

Left: The Picture was taken in front of the 
Farm House around 1938-39.  The little 
one standing there is Johnny and Mom 
(Catherine) is holding Lee.  Note the Farm 
House in the back ground, the back porch 
was not added until around 1949-50 time 
frame.   

Right: Upstairs Back Room:  This is a view 
of the South wall with the old baby bed with 
all blanket stacked in it.  Not sure how old 
this bed would be but it too was used by all 
the Kavanaugh kids.  Even some of the 
grand kids too! 
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Left: The Farm House in 1939-
? In this picture you get a clear 
picture of what the house looked 
like on the front.  Grandpa & 
Grandma is pictured with Aunt 
Rose around 1939.   

Left: The Farm House in 1954: This is 
view from the south side of the house 
looking north.  You can see the Back Porch 
before indoor plumbing was put in the 
house.   

Left: Picture of the Farm House in the 70’s, 
Note the Smoke House and the fence is up to 
separate the yard from the Barn lot.  Also 
the new garage was not build until ?? 
 

Above: the Farm House around the 70’s.   
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Above: the Farm House around the 70’s.   
 

Above: Dad standing along the fence that 
separated the yard from the potato patch.  Note 
the old Buggy Shed in the background.  It was 
replaced in the 90’s with and up to date machine 
shed.  I think this picture was taken about the time 
the farm was being mined.     

Left: Farm House 1976. 
The picture on the left was 
taken in July 1976 on 
Celebration of Mom & 
Dad’s 40th Wedding 
Anniversary. Dad’s Br-
others and Sisters stand in 
front of the Farm House 
where they all grew up.  
The scrubs and 
landscaping was put in not 
too long before this picture 
was taken.   
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Left: This a picture taken 
from the air in the 70’s 
before the farm was 
mined.  Note the old 
pond is still there behind 
the barn and the garage 
west of the house is still 
there in side of the bank. 
The old Machine shed is 
still there and the old out 
house is still there.  It 
was destroyed during the 
tornado in June of 1990.  

Right: Picture of 
the farm buildings  
taken around 2010. 
Note the changes 
from Picture-1 to 
Picture-2. 
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Left: Kavanaugh Barn Dance 
in Oct. of 1953:  As you can see 
in this picture everyone was 
dancing at the Kavanaugh Barn 
Dance in 1953.  This was one 
of the largest social events in 
the community as people came 
from all over to dance in the 
new barn built at Louie and 
Catherine Kavanaugh’s Farm. 
Pictured at the bottom of this 
picture is Louis “Pete” and 
Essie Hart. This picture was 
taken from the west crow’s nest 
next to the roof of the barn.  
Hundreds of people were there 
as the 12 acre field west of the 
barn was nearly full.  Relatives 
from Indianapolis also travel to 
the home place for this major 
event.  As you can tell the floor 
was a new pine tongue and 
groove floor that many of us 
kids helped Dad to lay just 
weeks before the big dance.  
This was in the loft area of the 
barn and it looked very clean 
as the barn was not used as of 
yet.  It was just a few weeks 
later that All Saints Church in 
Cannelburg had a fire and the 
pews from the Church were 
stored in the barn until the 
Church was refurbished. 
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Left: The Old Hoe Down Barn 
Dance at Louis/Catherine Kav-
anaugh’s Farm, Picture-2.  In this 
picture of the Barn Dance you can see 
on the left of the picture is the live 
band that played square dance music 
and the guy at the microphone was the 
caller.  The only one in this picture 
that I recognize is Paul Eichmiller Sr. 
at the bottom of the picture and it 
appears he is dancing with his wife 
Veronica.  As you can see at the top of 
the picture people were sitting along 
the outer walls and people were 
huddled all downstairs and 
throughout the barn.  A concession 
stand was set up in one of the stables 
downstairs and it was a stable that 
had not been used as the barn was 
brand new.  In fact once the barn was 
finished in Sept. of 1953 no livestock 
or grain was put in the barn until after 
the big Barn Dance.  I remember 
Mom talking about how they come to 
have the Barn Dance and it was not 
her idea but was suggested to them by 
family and neighbors as they said, that 
is what people do when they build a 
new barn.  This was one of the biggest 
events ever held on the Kavanaugh 
Farm.   
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JOHN & MARY “O’CONNOR”  
KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 2 
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Obituary for John T. Kavanaugh , Born: July 9, 1871, Died Dec. 11, 1940 
& Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh, Born: Dec. 10, 1877, Died July 21, 

1964 

Left is a Funeral Card from Mary 
Lucy Kavanaugh’s Funeral in 
July of 1964 put out by the Harry 
O. Miller Funeral Home in 
Loogootee where her viewing took 
place.   

Page 181



 
 

 
  

Burial location for Children of John & Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh. 

 

Timothy Alban Kavanaugh  
Born: June 22, 1899, Died: Oct. 29, 1903 

Margaret Katherine Kavanaugh 
Born: Jan. 30, 1914, Died: Sept. 1918 

 

Above: Pictured here is the burial plot for John and Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor’s” Kavanaugh two children who died when they were about 4 
year’s old.  According to records at St. Peter’s Cemetery, they are buried in 
an unmarked grave in the same plot with their parents John & Mary Lucy 
Kavanaugh.  Surprised that over the years a marker was not secured for 
them.  That may be something to look into. 
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Below: First Communion Certificate for John T. Kavanaugh:  John made his first 
communion on May 12 of 1886 at St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery.  All Saints was 
not built at that time.  John was the son Timothy and Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh 
and John was the Father of Louis Kavanaugh Sr. Document supplied by Sr. Bernice 
Kavanaugh  
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Left: This picture was taken on the day of 
the funeral of John Thomas Kavanaugh in 
December of 1940.  It was taken in the front 
yard of the house where Grandma lived just 
west of All Saint’s Church in Cannelburg.  
In the background you can see the Priest’s 
House and the Church. Front row: Bernie, 
Sr. Bernice, Grandma Kavanaugh, Sr. Mary 
Charlotte, Sr. Rosemond, Albert.  Back row: 
Vincent, Louis Sr. Frank and Harry.  

Right: The picture was taken on the day of 
the Funeral of John Thomas Kavanaugh 
in Dec. of 1940.  The picture was taken in 
the front yard of the house where Grandma 
lived just west of All Saint’s Church in 
Cannelburg.  Front row: Bernie, Sr. 
Rosemond, Sr. Mary Charlotte, Grandma 
Kavanaugh, Sr. Bernice, Albert.  Back row: 
Harry, Frank, Vincent and Louis Sr.  As far 
as we know this picture and the one above 
are the only family pictures taken of all of 
John and Mary Lucy’s Children. 

Left: Picture taken at Ferdinard 
around 1950. Front: (L-R) Sr. 
Rosemond, Grandma, Sr. Bernice, Sr. 
Charlotte. Back: Albert, Harry, 
Vincent, Louis, Bernie. Frank was not 
there that day. 
 

Children of John & Mary “O’Connor” Kavanaugh 
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Right: Picture was taken at Albert & 
Kathryn’s 40th Anniversary in Lawrenceville 
in November, 1967.  Front: Harry, Bernie, 
Albert, Frank.  Back:  Louis Sr., Vincent.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Picture taken on the day of the Funeral 
of Mary Lucy “O’Connor” in July of 1964.   
The picture was taken in the front yard of the 
“The Farm House” where Grandma raised her 
children just west of Cannelburg. Pictured here 
is Front row (L-R): Bernie, Sr. Rosemond, Sr. 
Bernice, Sr. Mary Charlotte, Albert. Back row: 
Louis Sr., Vincent, Harry and Frank. 

Picture left was taken at Albert & Kathryn’s 
40th Anniversary in Lawrenceville in 
November. 1967. Pictured (L-R): Alma, 
Katherine, Catherine, Oney and Helen.  

Right: Picture taken at Louis/Catherine’s 
40th Anniversary at All Saints in 
Cannelburg on July 3, 1976. Front row (L-
R): Louis Sr., Sr. Bernice, Rose, Sr. Mary 
Charlotte, Bernie. Back row: Vincent, Harry, 
Frank & Albert. 
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John Thomas Kavanaugh was born on July 23, 1871 to Timothy Kavanaugh and Margaret “Nolan” 
Kavanaugh.  John Thomas was born in the farm house owned by his parents on the first farm just west of 
Cannelburg.  John was the second of 6 Children born to Timothy and Margaret Kavanaugh and they lived in a 
farm house just west of Cannelburg on County Road 100 North.   
 
John Thomas married Mary Lucy O’Connor on August 28, 1897 and from that marriage was born 11 children, 
Timothy Jr., Vincent, Albert, Marie, (Sr. Bernice), Mark Henry (Harry), Bernie, Louis Sr., Frank, Katherine, 
Josephine, (Sr. Mary Charlotte) and Rosemary.   
 
John and Mary Lucy raised their 11 children on a 86 acre farm just west of Cannelburg on county Road 100 
North in Daviess County.  Two of the Children died at a young age with the deaths of Timothy Jr. and 
Katherine.  It is the understanding of this writer that John’s Parents Timothy and Margaret helped to purchase 
the Family Farm for their Son John Thomas and his new bride Mary Lucy O’Connor as they began their new 
life together.  John’s Parents lived the next farm to the east as both farms border each other.  John’s Brother Pat 
who married Julie O’Connor (a sister to his wife Mary Lucy) lived on a farm just further east and bordered the 
Farm owned by Timothy and Margaret Kavanaugh.  The Farm that was owned by Timothy and Margaret later 
went to another son Lawrence and his wife.   
 

Left: Picture also at 40th Anniversary.  Front 
row (L-R):  Catherine, Oney, Vye, Sr. Bernice, 
Sr. Charlotte. Back row: Dorothy Mahan, 
Evelyn McCauley, Helen Kavanaugh, 
Kathryn, Alma, Rose.  Dorothy Mahan was 
Mom’s Sister and Evelyn McCauley was 
Mom’s Sister in Law. Both their husbands had 
passed away at that time. 

Right: The picture was taken on the day of 
the Albert & Kathryn’s 50th Wedding 
Anniversary in November, 1977.   It is 
believed the picture was taken in the Old 
Exec. Inn in Vincennes. Front row (L-R): 
Vincent, Albert & Helen Kavanaugh,, Harry. 
Back row: Bernie, Rose, Louis Sr., Frank, Sr. 
Bernice and Sr. Charlotte. 
 

History of John Thomas and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh 
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It is believed that John and Mary Lucy were married at All Saints Catholic Church in Cannelburg just a short 
time after that parish was founded and John’s parents help to start and fund that parish.   
 
Later in life Mary Lucy lived in Cannelburg in the home that Tom and Kathleen Cavanaugh lived in Just west 
of All Saints Church when they moved back from California and retired there.  When Mary Lucy lived in the 
house she lived in one half of the house and her Sister In-Law Margaret Kavanaugh (Aunt Maggie) who was 
never married lived in the other side of the house.  In the 1950’s Mary Lucy moved to Detroit Michigan to live 
with her Son Harry and was there till around 1958 when she moved to a nursing home in Huntingburg Indiana 
which was run by the Benediction Nuns from Ferdinand.  At the time Mary Lucy had three daughters that were 
Nuns in that Convent and they helped to care for her when time permitted.     
 
Timothy Kavanaugh is the first son of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was born on January 
22, 1899 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  He lived to be about four years old and is believed to have died 
from diphtheria. He is buried in the same plot as his parents John and Mary Lucy in St. Peters Cemetery.  
 
Vincent Michael Kavanaugh was the second child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was 
born on November 22, 1900 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  He attended school at Cannelburg and 
Montgomery.  He later married Alma Hagerty on Sept. 3 of 1923 at St. Martin’s Church in Whitfield and they 
had seven Children, Carl John, Vincent Leo, Francis Howard, Helen Louise (Sr. Timothy), Dorothy Bernice, 
Donald Eugene, Thomas Joseph.  He lived at Montgomery for a few years before moving to Detroit Michigan 
for about 6 months before settling in Beech Grove near Indianapolis.  He was a carpenter by trade and worked 
for E.B. Ball Construction Company and served as the Project Lead on the Construction of building for the 
University of Indianapolis.  He was also the Lead Carpenter who was responsible for building some major 
construction in the Indianapolis area.  He was in charge of the Construction Committee that was responsible for 
building Holy Name Church in Beech Grove.  He worked in the Construction business for more than 40 years 
retiring when he was in his 70’s.  His Wife Alma passed away on Feb. 27 of 1980 and Vincent passed away on 
August 4 of 1990 and both are buried at Calvary Cemetery in Indianapolis.   Vincent & Alma retired to The 
Hermitage Retirement Home/Nursing Home in Beech Grove and spend their last days there.  A trade mark for 
Vincent Kavanaugh was a pipe that he would always have in his month.     
 
Albert John Kavanaugh is the third child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was born on 
October 12, 1902 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana. Albert worked as a Construction Contractor and lived 
most of his life in Lawrenceville Illinois.  Albert married Kathryn Meyer from the St. Meinrad area on Nov. 24, 
1927 at the Abby there at St. Meinrad.  Together they raised 7 children, John, Kenneth, Mary Jo, Patrick, Earl, 
Judy and Dottie who became a nun (Sister Jeannine) at the Convent in Ferdinand.  Catherine’s parents were 
Frank and Philonina Meyer.  Albert passed away from cancer on November 3, 1981 and Katherine died on 
April 1, 1988 and both are buried there at Lawrenceville Cemetery.  Albert was the owner of Emulusions Inc. of 
Lawrenceville and it is my understanding that he had a patent on asphalt.  He built a very successful business 
and later turned it over to his sons.       
 
Marie Bridget Kavanaugh (Sister Bernice) is the fourth Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh and was born on December 4, 1904 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  Marie was baptized at All 
Saints Church in Cannelburg, Indiana and entered the Convent on October 30, 1922.  She entered the Novitiate 
on June 6, 1923 and made First Profession on August 11, 1924.  Her Final Monastic Profession was on August 
10, 1927.  
 
Her Teaching assignments included: Huntingburg, 1924-25; Indianapolis, 1925-26; Huntingburg, 1926-28; 
Indianapolis, 1928-36; Belcourt, North Dakota, 1936-44; Vincennes, 1944-46; Mt. Vernon, 1946-52; 
Clarksville, 1952-56; Holy Redeemer in Evansville, 1956-61; Administrator at St. Paul Hermitage, 1961-64; 
Teaching: Dale, 1964-70; Haubstadt, 1970-73; Holy Spirit, Evansville, 1973-74; Mother of Sorrows, Tucson, 
AZ, 1974-76; Housekeeper for Sr. Mary Charlotte at Fort Rucker, AL and Teacher in Rel. Ed. Program at Ft. 
Rucker, 1976-July, 1995. She Retired in 1995.  
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Sister celebrated her Silver Jubilee on July 17, 1949, Golden Jubilee May 26, 1974, 60 years Jubilee on June 10, 
1984, 70th Jubilee October 1994, 75th Jubilee October 1999, and 80th Jubilee October 2004.  On December 5, 
2004 Sister Bernice along with her family members returned to St. Peter’s Church in Montgomery where she 
celebrated her 100th Birthday with a Mass and a reception in the Cafeteria.  Sister Bernice died on February 22, 
2007, at age 102 and two months. 
 
Dr. Mark Henry (Harry) Kavanaugh (Dentist) is the fifth Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh and was born on January 6, 1907 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  Harry Kavanaugh attended 
local schools before graduating from the Dental School at the University of Louisville.  After graduation he set 
up practice in Detroit Michigan,  Harry was very helpful to other people as he encouraged and helped 
individuals to attend Dentistry school and gave financial support to young men that would attend the Seminary 
for the priesthood.  Harry married Violet Engaborg (Anderson) on December 19, 1970 and Harry Died on May 
10 of 2006 at the age of 99 years old. He did not have children.   They had lived in Greene Valley Az. and after 
they retired, they moved to Indianapolis just a few years before Harry passed away.  At the time of this writing 
Vye has moved to The Hermitage. 
 
Bernard Joseph (Bernie) Kavanaugh is the sixth Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and 
was born on June 2, 1909 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana. Bernie married Helen Webber on July 4, 1936.  
It just so happened that Bernie’s brother. Louie Sr.. married Catherine on the same day.  Bernie and Helen were 
married in Detroit while Louis and Catherine were married at St. Patrick’s in Corning.  Bernie had moved to 
Detroit and worked as a delivery man on a milk route and his older brother Harry was instrumental in helping 
Bernie in whatever way he could.  Bernie died on November 5, 1980 while his wife Helen lived to be over a 
101 years old as she passed away on January 5, of 2013.  Helen lived by herself in her home until the last years 
of her life until a fall shorten her life.  Bernie and Helen had 5 children, Sharon, Patrick, Michael, Nancy and 
Maureen.   
 
Louis Alvin Kavanaugh is the seventh Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was born on 
February 28, 1911 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana. Louis Sr. Married Catherine McCauley on July 4, 1936.    
 
Louis and Catherine lived out their lives on the family farm where their health finally deteriorated and after a 
several years of fighting COPD, Louis Sr. died suddenly on Monday Morning March 5, 1990.  He had just 
come home from the hospital on Saturday and appeared to be doing well when he died peacefully in his sleep 
and was found by son Albert on Monday Morning when he went to check on him.  His viewing was at the 
Titzer Funeral Home in Loogootee on the following Wednesday and the Funeral was at All Saints Church in 
Cannelburg on Thursday morning at 10:30 with burial in St. Peters Cemetery.   
 
Catherine lived for over 17 years after Louis Sr. passed away living on the Family Farm but as the years wore 
on her health gradually took its toll and only in the last few months she was not able to go to Sunday Mass.  On 
June 1, 2007 just a day before her 94th Birthday she fell and went into the hospital and it was the beginning of 
the end.  On Tuesday morning June 19th Catherine Kavanaugh passed away in the rehab unit of the Washington 
Nursing Center in Washington.  Her Viewing took place at All Saints Church in Cannelburg on Friday 
afternoon June 22.  On Saturday Morning the Funeral Procession took her body to St. Peter’s in Montgomery 
where the Funeral took place and then she was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery beside her husband.  In that 
Cemetery there is now four generation of Kavanaugh’s buried there.   
 
Francis Raphael (Frank) Kavanaugh is the eighth Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and 
was born on Feb. 12, 1912 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  At a young age Frank left home for Texas and 
worked as in various jobs before working as in the Beer industry and finally purchasing a dry Cleaning business 
that is still in the family business today.  Frank married Oney Cooper on November 2, 1932 and they had three 
sons,  Harold, Donald and Jerald all grew up in Texas.  Frank died of cancer on Feb. 4, 1983 and Oney 
Kavanaugh died on March 14, 1998.  
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Katherine M. Kavanaugh is the 9th Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was born on 
January 30, 1914 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  Katherine passed away in September of 1918.  It is not 
know for sure but it is believed Katherine died of diphtheria and is buried at St. Peters Cemetery.  She is buried 
in the same plot as her parents.  It is said that her viewing was held at the front room of the house on the “The 
Farm” and what few that was allowed to view the body had to do so through the window.   
 
Josephine Elizabeth Kavanaugh (Sister Mary Charlotte) is the 10th Child of John and Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh and was born on March 16, 1916 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana. Name when 
entered: Elizabeth Josephine Kavanaugh (According to Convent Records). Date entered 
Convent:  December 8, 1934.  Parish from which entered:  All Saints in Cannelburg, IN 
 
Josephine Took the Name of Sister Mary Charlotte and was a Postulant from the time she entered until she 
became a Novice in June 1935.  She was a Novice for one year and one day.  Then she made her First 
Profession on June 8, 1936.  This was the time of Temporary Profession.  The term used for the Sisters during 
this phase was Junior Sister.  This period of time lasted at least three years. On August 10, 1939, Sister made 
her Perpetual Monastic Profession.   
  
Sister celebrated Jubilees of Profession as follows: 25 years from First Profession – Silver Jubilee – 1961, 50 
years from First Profession – Golden Jubilee – 1986, 60 years Profession – 1996, 70 years Profession – 2006, 
75 years Profession – 2011, On October, 2011, Sister celebrated 75 years of Monastic Profession!  
 
Sister Mary Charlotte lived to be 98 years old and she died on August 29, 2014. She attended the 50th Jubilee of 
her niece Sister Jeanine just six days before she died. 
 
Rosemary Ellen Kavanaugh (Aunt Rose) is the 11th Child of John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh 
and was born on November 16, 1919 on the Farm in Cannelburg, Indiana.  Rose attended St. Peter’s School in 
Montgomery and Cannelburg and she went to Ferdinand after her freshman year in 1934 and moved to Detroit 
Michigan to live and work for her brother Dr. Harry Kavanaugh.  In 1938 Rose entered the Novitiate in 
Ferdinand and took her final vows in 1944. In 1942 Sister Rosemond began teaching at St. Benedicts in 
Evansville.  From 1943-48: 5-Years St. Peter & Paul-Haubstadt, worked Weekend Religion: Fort Branch and 
Snake Run; 1948-50: 2-Years-Floyd Knobs; 1950-57: 8-Years-Huntingburg; 1957: volunteered to transfer to 
Our Lady of Grace at Beech Grove, continued teaching till 1972: Asked for Dispensation from her vows (After 
6 months of Leave of Absence, 33 Years in Convent.)  After leaving the Convent in 1972, she worked at St. 
Elizabeth Home Beech Grove for about 3 months, tutored and returned to teaching at St. Jude’s until age 70 and 
for a while worked part time tutoring & subbing at school.  In 2005 Rose moved to St. Paul’s Hermitage.  She 
lived at Markwood Terrace Apts. near Southern Plaza from 1972 until 2005.  Rosie entered the residential area 
of St. Paul’s Hermitage July 7, 2006 and then the Health Center on Aug. 3, 2010.  Rose passed away on Sept. 5, 
2016 at St. Paul's Hermitage and was buried in Calvary Cemetery. 
 
 

Interview with Sister Mary Charlotte, 
By Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 

 
The Following is a recollection by Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh during an interview from June-July 
of 2008.  Sister Mary Charlotte’s Parents were John and Mary Lucy "Mayme" “O’Connor” Kavanaugh. 
This is her thoughts as recorded at that time by myself.   
 
My Father, John Thomas Kavanaugh, married Mary Lucy "O’Connor" on August 28, 1897.  They had 11 
Children: Timothy, Vincent, Albert, Sister Bernice, Harry, Bernie, Louie, Frank, Katherine, Sister Mary 
Charlotte and Rosie.  Timothy died when he was about 3-4 years old, not sure how he died, and Katherine died 
at age 3-4.  My Mom had 11 in her family.  She was the oldest and in order there was: Julie, James, Matt, Leo 
who never married, John, Anna “Oberst”, Joe and Louis who died when he was around 2 years old.  On Dad’s 
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side, Pat was the oldest, then Dad (John), Aunt Maggie who never married, Lawrence and then Mary Ellen who 
died when she was about 6 years old.   
 
My parents were hard working and they loved children, well they must have they had 11.  My Sister who was 
Sister Bernice was probably the most like Mom in that she was very kind hearted and she was pint size like 
Mom and looked like her as well.  Mom was a very good cook and cooked well balance meals for us kids.  
Mom liked to work in the garden and she used a lot of the vegetables from the garden for the table.  She and 
Dad trained the kids to work hard and that would get them a long way in this world.   
 
One thing I remember about Mom was that she had nice clothes but was hesitate to wear them so as not to make 
others feel she was better than them.   
 
I remember Sundays always started out with going to Mass at All Saint in Cannelburg and then home for 
breakfast and then doing the chores.  In the summer it was then time to play baseball and we did that every 
Sunday in the field west of the farm house.  Our Neighbors would come over and we would play all day long.  
Uncle Pat's and Uncle Lawrence's kids would come over along with other kids from town and we would have a 
grand time.   
 
I can remember that we did not have a meal for the kids but we would bake cookies and have that to munch on.  
We only baked on Saturday and many times I would bake 2-3 cakes and try to have that for Sunday but my 
brothers would come in on Saturday night and get into it. There were times they would take pieces from the 
back side and turn it around so it looked like it was still intact.  I would try to hide it but they seem to always 
find it. Many times the backside of the cake was gone.  
 
One time when Bernie was being questioned about the cakes Dad asked him when he got in at night and he said 
he could hear the train whistle blow at 12 midnight.  Dad said there is no 12 midnight train but there was a 3 
AM train and Bernie knew he was had.  I really enjoyed my older brothers as they watched out for Rosie and 
me. The older Brothers liked their younger sisters and they took good care of us and we had good times 
together. We were truly blessed.   
 
After Vincent married Alma they lived with us for a short time before they got a house in Montgomery. It was 
on the street that goes out where nephews Albert and Louie Jr. live on.  I think the house is now what the Barr-
School owns and the house south of it was where the Lundergans lived.  We knew that family very well.  
Vincent drove a school bus and I think he may have even driven a horse drawn school bus.  The Williams 
Family lived down the street and Harry was sweet on one of the girls but she entered the Convent at St. Mary’s 
in Terre Haute.  The Lundergan girl also entered the convent.  
 
My Dad was also a very caring person and like Mom a very religious person.  He was a very caring person and 
always willing to help out.  We always said the Rosary every night as a family.  One time I remember when the 
boys where going to sleep and Dad poked them with the coal stove poker and had them lead the next mystery.  
He got their attention.  Mom told me later in life that Rosie and I used to take the boys marbles while they were 
saying the Rosary. We were very little at the time and seem to get by Dad's radar. I always remember that Dad 
would always take care of us when we were sick. I can remember Dad did not want to be late for anything 
especially for church.  Many times he would try to get Mom moving and she would say "In a minute" because 
she had more to do to get ready, but Mom did not get in a big hurry and seem to go at a slower pace. I also 
remember one thing about Dad, he used a cane to get around and I remember helping him when he was coming 
back from the barn.  Not sure how early he started using that cane but maybe in his 50's.  I remember Uncle 
Lawrence would call to Dad from across the field (He called him Jack) to come over to the fence next to his 
farm so they could talk.  
  
I remember thinking how hard that was for Dad as he was having trouble getting around, but Dad never  
complained, he just went.  Mom did not like Dad to be called "Jack", she wanted him to be called by his name 
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"John".   One thing Dad always instilled into his boys was to keep the fence rows cleaned.  There was a big 
difference with Uncle Pat's farm as he didn't get too excited about things like that.  
 
One of the funny stories I remember was when my brothers Louie, Frank, Bernie and maybe Harry wanted to 
make home brew.  When they would ask Mom she would always say “Ask Your Father”. They got Dad's 
permission but Mom never knew that.  They had the brew upstairs in the Smoke House, which is still there 
today, and they covered it over with some old clothes.  Well Mom just happened to go up there for some reason 
and saw the clothes and was going to pick them up and whatever she did triggered an explosion and it went 
everywhere, all over her, and the upstairs, and it smelled terrible.  It did not hurt her but she was really mad 
about what happened. Not sure Dad admitted he gave them permission but that was the last home brew made 
back then but I understand Louie made it years later when he was raising his family.    
 
It seems all the family gatherings were at our house and Uncle Pat's and Uncle Lawrence's clan would come 
over and spend Sunday afternoon.  Our house had three rooms downstairs and three upstairs.  The room that 
Louie and Catherine referred to as the dining room was built on to the house by Dad.  It was my understanding 
the house and farm of 86 acres was purchased by my grandfather, Tim Kavanaugh, and given as a wedding 
present to my Mom and Dad.  The farm was later purchased by Louis Sr. and Catherine and after they passed 
away I understand it has been purchased by their son Lee and his wife Irma Kavanaugh.  The Farm has truly 
been in the family for many years.   
 
Many of our family went to school at the Cannelburg School where Berea Mennonite Church now stands. Harry 
and Bernie went to the first two grades at St. Peters in Montgomery and then finished at Cannelburg.  Sister 
Gabrielle who knew Mom and Dad made room for them at St. Peters by taking out her desk and move it to the 
hallway.  I went to the first and second grade at St. Peters then finished at Cannelburg.  My brothers use to carry 
me on their backs as they walked to Montgomery along the railroad. 
 
I remember Mom drove me in horse and buggy to Montgomery for my First Communion. I went to Ferdinand 
for grades 9-11 and then to St. Johns in downtown Indianapolis for my senior year.  I stayed with Albert and 
Katherine and helped Katherine with the kids while I was not going to school. At that time they had John, 
Kenny and Mary Jo.  Albert worked out of town a lot so I was willing to help out.  Albert once worked at St. 
Meinrad on a highway there and that is where he met Katherine. Harry also worked with him for a while there 
before he went to school.  Once when Albert was working there, on the hill at Monte Casino, a big tractor 
turned over and he was able to crawl out from underneath the steering wheel because he said he was short.  You 
know his nickname was "Shorty”. That was a pretty steep hill.    I think it was not long after that Harry decided 
go to School at the University of Detroit for Dentistry.  He did work at the auto plant for a short time before he 
decided to go to Dentistry School.  Actually, Bernie went to the same University, and I am not sure what his 
major was in, but after he finished Bernie decided that he did not want an inside job. He would rather not be 
cooped up in an office.  He took a job with the milk company and did real well. One incident that happened to 
him was being held up, robbed, beaten and locked in the back of the truck.  When he became conscious, he got 
out of the truck and got help. I don’t think he suffered any long range effects from it but he was more careful 
after that.  Harry and Bernie were always close and Harry seemed to look after Bernie. 
 
Our brothers were always very good to their younger sisters and they were always doing things for us.  One 
time Bernie brought Rosie and I a very bright colored rain coat, it was really nice, and we were so proud of it.  
It was the latest fashion.  Bernie seemed to be sickly in his younger years and Dad would have him help Mom 
around the house by giving the older boys the jobs on the farm. 
 
I am sure everyone has seen pictures of Mom when she had the patch over her eye and wondered what 
happened.  It seems that Mom and some of the boys were trying to pick peaches from the peach tree. She could 
not get some of the peaches high up in the tree, so some of the boys were going to climb the tree and get them 
for her.  Well, it seems while one of them was climbing out on a limb it broke and came crashing down on Mom 
and one of the branches hit her eye and she actually lost that eye.  Sister Bernice had told us that Albert was on 
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the limb when it broke but I understand that Harry was the one in the tree and he really felt so bad that it 
happened.  I was not there so not sure who was actually in the tree but they were trying to help Mom.  She never 
regained the sight of her left eye. 
 
I lost a brother and sister when they were very little.  I did not know either one of them but I was told this story 
by Sister Bernice.  When Sister Bernice was going hickory nut hunting Katherine begged to come along but she 
was whiny and she was getting very upset with her not realizing that Katherine was very sick.  Later that night 
she got very sick and died suddenly with what they later described as diphtheria.  The family was quarantined 
and there was no funeral. What I was told was that Dad went with the undertaker to take the body to the 
Cemetery.  One story I did hear was that family members could view the body by looking thru the window.  It 
was very painful for Mom and Dad.  I was only a few months old at the time.  No one knows how she could 
have got this sickness as no one around our area had it, that they knew of.   
 
I only remember one grandparent and that was Grandpa Mike O’Connor and he lived with Uncle Joe and 
Aunt Annie down West of our house.   
 
When we use to butcher, Uncle Pat and Uncle Lawrence came over and all worked together.  The Amish family 
also came but I don't recall their names.  We had Amish neighbors and Dad really liked them. He felt they were 
good people.  I had one girlfriend from the Amish neighborhood and that was Mary Graber but I never knew 
what may have happened to her.  I think she lived north on the Cannelburg road.  One story that Mom told us 
was once when they were butchering Uncle Pat asked Dad what day Ash Wednesday was going to be on that 
year.  Well Dad almost got pulled in on that but then he realized that Uncle Pat was serious.  Mom was listening 
to this and got a big kick out it. 
 
Another story that Mom told us that we were not allowed to mention to Aunt Maggie Kavanaugh was that once 
there was a Mission going on at All Saints in Cannelburg and Father Tim Kavanaugh was the Pastor there at the 
time.  I know it was unusual for a relative to come back and be a Pastor at their home parish but he was 
assigned there for a short time to fill in and because someone was sick in the family, I think!  He was also 
Pastor at St. Patrick's in Corning.  Anyway, Aunt Maggie was going to go to confession and her brother, Fr. 
Tim, was hearing at the back of church and the Missionary was hearing in the sacristy so she was going to go to 
the Missionary instead of her brother.  Now to get to the sacristy you had to step down one step but Aunt 
Maggie forgot about this and it was not very light and she fell right into the confessional screen knocking it 
right over on top of the Missionary. When she fell she let out a big yell and scared everybody in the church as 
they did not know what happened to her.  It is not sure if she ever went to confession that night.  Mom 
cautioned us never to ask Aunt Maggie about this.  Aunt Mag was never married and was the house keeper for 
Fr. Tim wherever he was stationed.  Aunt Maggie was engaged at one time to a Jack Brument but my 
Grandparents did not approve of the marriage and it never took place.    
 
I remember growing up Mom always being the serious one and Dad seem to take things in stride but my 
brothers and sisters tell me that in the earlier years of marriage it was Dad who was very serious and Mom seem 
to be lighthearted.  Of course, I was the l0th of 11 children so the family was pretty well grown when I came 
along.   
 
I also remember that my brothers helped Dad pay debts in his later years.  They were good about sending 
money to him to help out with expenses.  Back then there was no social security and Dad’s health declined in 
his later years.   
 
I remember that Albert’s wife had a nickname of “Babe”.  Seems her sister Mary “Van Hoy” gave that to her 
because she was the baby of the family.  We always called our parents Momma and Papa.  
 
My Godparents were Dennis and Ernestine Cavanaugh that was Tom Cavanaugh’s parents.  Dennis had a 
similar job on the railroad as my Grandfather Tim Kavanaugh.   
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One time Tom Cavanaugh’s brother when he was about 2 years old, got out of the house (They lived where 
Tom and Kathleen lived) and was over on the railroad tracks playing.  A lady by the name of Lotie Haag who 
was putting up the mail for the train, as the train came thru town, and she saw him down the tracks and pulled 
him from the tracks just before an oncoming train came thru.  She actually fell in the ditch alongside the tracks 
and laid there until the train was gone.  We always liked Lottie very much but when the story of how she saved 
the little Cavanaugh boy got around she was quite a hero.  Lotie had never married and took care of her parents.  
She lived up east of Cannelburg where Freda Carrico lived.  Lotie was not blessed with beauty but she was 
beautiful to us and very nice to us kids.   
 
One story that may not be funny was when my Dad was laid out for viewing at the house where they lived there 
in Cannelburg. (Where Tom and Kathleen lived) Brother Albert’s kids came for the viewing and they had 
brought some of their broken toys with them so Grandpa could fix them.  At least that is what they thought and 
they went up to the casket and told Grandpa to wake up as they wanted him to fix their toys as he had done in 
the past.  Needless to say Albert tried to explain that Grandpa was not asleep but had gone to meet his maker.  
Albert’s kids Jack and Kenny were very close to their Grandpa and Grandpa liked them as well.  It was hard for 
the kids to understand that.  Once the kids had went to church with Dad and came home to tell how they learned 
how to pray sitting down.    Mom always used to ask my brothers when they came down for church on Sunday 
morning if they said their morning prayers.  Once they told her that they were going to church in a little while 
and did not need to say them.  Her comment to them was that “if you don’t say them on Sunday you will not say 
them the rest of the week.  Well once when Mom was visiting Albert in Lawrenceville and his kids came 
downstairs and Albert asked them if they had said their prayers the kids said they did not need to as they going 
to church because it was Sunday.  Well Albert’s response was the same as what his mother had told him years 
before.  It is amazing how things get passed down to the next generation.   
 
I remember once while Dad and I were Babysitting for Louie’s kids, (I think John and Lee) they got into the 
pepper in the kitchen and Dad was sitting there reading the paper when he began to sneeze.  Now when Dad 
sneezed it sounded like the house was coming down and it scared the kids, they began to cry and the more he 
sneezed the louder they cried.  I was in the other room cleaning when I heard the commotion and I come 
running to the kitchen to see what was going on.  It was a sight to see as Dad could not stop sneezing.  He was 
unaware they had gotten into the pepper and was sprinkling it all around.  I think he watched closer the next 
time. 
 
Once when Mom and Dad went to church at All Saints, Dad let Mom out and parked the buggy.  Well, when he 
came in church he found a garter strap someone has lost in the middle aisle and picked it up with his cane, went 
to the seat where Mom was and stuck the cane up holding the garter strap as if to ask if she lost it.  Mom was so 
mad at him for doing that she slapped the cane away and almost knocked it out of his hand.  Dad was in hot 
water for some time after that.  
 
I remember I liked to read Bernie’s detective stories and one time when I was reading late at night and Dad was 
sleeping on the couch the blind on the window when up and I let out a scream and Dad thought I was getting 
killed.  He soon realized nothing was wrong but that was the last time I got to read Bernie’s detective books.  
This happened in at the home place in the room where Louie and Catherine referred to as the dining room. 
 
We use to raise goats on the farm and we use to have them pull a small cart.  One time we had a small goat and 
the shaves of the cart were too long so one of my brothers got the idea to saw them off while the goat was still 
hooked up.  While he was using the hand saw, he accidentally hit the goat in the ribs and that goat took off thru 
the field.  You would have thought he was off to the races and yes, I along with Rosie was in the cart bouncing 
along.  Don’t think we did not get the ride of our lives.  Thank goodness that our brothers finally got the goat 
and cart stopped before we got killed.   
 
I remember another time that my brothers were going to teach Rosie and me how to ride the goat bareback.  The 
boys were riding and it went pretty well with them.  I was just a little kid and they told me to hang on to the 
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goats shin and when that did not work for me they had me to hold on to the horns.  Well, the goat took off and 
started right to the pond but when it got to the edge he put on his brakes and there I went flying over the goats 
head right into the slimy green water.  I was a mess so my brothers pulled me from the mess and took me to the 
pump at the well and started pumping cold water over me to wash me off.  I was yelling and crying and Mom 
heard all the commotion and came running to find out what was going on.  Needless to say my goat riding days 
were over and the boys were told not to pull that trick again.   
 

Info. From Aunt Rose 
Rose was holding a bucket as Louie/Bernie/Frank was pumping water.  She said it was getting heavy and finally 
as it was so heavy it went in the horse tank and pulled Rose in.  She was in the water and after that she was 
always afraid of water. 
 
Bernie was sickly and helped in the house a lot and his brothers teased him about that.  Grandma needed the 
help and he was good help.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is the Death Certificate for Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh.  She died on July 
21, 1964 at 2:45PM at St. Ann’s Nursing Home in Huntingburg, In. where she resided 
the last years of her life.  This record was found on Ancestry.com. 

Page 194



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Picture of Vincent & 
Alma while visiting the Home 
place in the early 40’s.  

Above: Wedding Picture of Vincent & Alma 
Kavanaugh. From left: Vincent & Alma, Joe Dant and 
his wife. Picture taken on Sept. 3, 1923. 

Above: Family Picture taken at 50th 
Anniversary of Vincent & Alma. 
Front row: (L-R) Leo, Alma, Sister 
Timothy, Dorothy, and Vincent.  Back 
row: Howard, Carl, Tommy, Donald. 

Above: Alma, Sr. Timothy Kavanaugh 
(Daughter) and Vincent after she received the 
veil. 

 
VINCENT & ALMA “HAGERTY” KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 2A 
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Above: Picture of Vincent taken when he 
went to Texas to visit Frank. Taken in the 
70’s. 

Above: Front row (L-R): Howard, Dorothy.   
Back row: Tommy, Donald, Sr. Charlotte, Sr. 
Timothy, Sr. Bernice, Leo and Rose. Picture 
taken in the 90’s. 

Above: Picture of Vincent and Alma 
Kavanaugh Family.  Above is Front (L-R) 
Dorothy (Warner), Vincent, Sister Timothy, 
Alma, Leo, In Back is Howard, Carl, 
Donald and Tommy.  This picture was taken 
at the home place of Louis and Catherine 
Kavanaugh, which was where Vincent grew 
up as a child.  Not sure but we think this 
picture was taken in the late 1940’s. I think 
it may have been taken when the whole 
family was down from Indianapolis for one 
of the Hagerty Reunions.  That was Alma’s 
Family. 

Above: Pictured is the Family of Vincent and 
Alma Kavanaugh taken maybe during the 
1950’s.  Shown here are Leo, Dorothy, Alma, 
Vincent, Howard and Carl.  In the back left to 
right are Donald and Tommy. One of the 
Family Members was not present and that 
was Sister Timothy and she was probably in 
the Convent at that time.   
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Right: Pictured Vincent & Alma Kavanaugh 
Family taken on the front steps of their home on 
Cleveland Street sometime in the late 70’s. Shown 
here are Front row (L-R): Aunt Alma, Dorothy 
“Kavanaugh” Warner, Tommy, Uncle Vincent.  
Middle row: Sister Timothy, Leo, Back row: Carl, 
Donald and Howard. 

Right: Picture here 
Vincent and Alma’s 
Family taken at a family 
function at Christmas in 
1977.  Shown here in the 
Front row, starting left are 
Ellie (Leo's wife), Helen 
Kavanaugh (Donald’s 
wife), Sister Timothy, and 
Alma Kavanaugh.  
Standing in Middle row 
are Leo, Howard, Carol 
(Howard's wife), Vincent, 
Sharon (Tom's wife), 
Dorothy "Kavanaugh" 
Warner, Mary (Carl's 
wife) & Carl. In the Back 
row  is Donald, Tommy, 
and Dorothy's Husband 
Richard Warner. Uncle 
Vincent and Aunt Alma 
had 7 children, 5 sons and 
2 daughters. 
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Above: Tombstone for Vincent & Alma “Hagerty” Kavanaugh:  Pictured above are the 
tombstones for Vincent & Alma Kavanaugh of Indianapolis Indiana.  They are buried in Calvary 
Cemetery on the south side of Indy. Vincent and Alma had 7 children, Carl Sr., Leo, Howard, 
Sister Timothy, Dorothy, Donald and Tommy. 

OBITUARY FOR ALMA L. “HAGARTY “ 
KAVANAUGH DIED FEB. 27, 1980 

 

Mrs. Vincent M. (Alma L. Hagarty) 
Kavanaugh, 78, Beech Grove, died 
Wednesday, February 27, 1980 in St. 
Francis Hospital Center.  A native of 
Daviess County, she was an Indianapolis 
resident 51 years and a member of Holy 
Name Catholic Church altar society and 
the Ave Maria Guild.  Services will be held 
at 10:30 am Saturday in Little and Sons 
Funeral Home and at 11 am in the church.  
Friends may call at the funeral home after 
4 p.m. today and Friday and at St. Paul 
Hermitage from noon to 3 p.m. Friday.  
Survivors, in addition to her husband, 
include two daughters, Sister Timothy 
Kavanaugh and Mrs. Dorothy Warner; and 
five sons, Carl, Leo, Howard, Donald and 
Tom Kavanaugh. 
 

OBITUARY FOR VINCENT M. 
KAVANAUGH DIED AUG. 4, 1990 

 

Vincent M. Kavanaugh, 89, Beech Grove, died 
August 4, 1990.  Services will be at 10 am. 
Wednesday in St. Paul Hermitage, Beech 
Grove, with calling from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Tuesday.  Little & Sons Funeral Home, Beech 
Grove, is handling arrangements.  He had 
been a carpenter for E.B. Ball & Son Co. 42 
years, retiring in 1968.  He was a member of 
Holy Name Catholic Church.  He was the 
widower of Alma L. Hagerty Kavanaugh.  
Memorial contributions may be made to St. 
Paul Hermitage.  Survivors: sons, Carl J., Leo 
V., Howard F., Donald E. and Tom J. 
Kavanaugh; daughters, Dorothy B. Warner 
and Sister Timothy Kavanaugh OSF: Sisters 
M. Bernice OSB, M. Charlotte OSB and Rose 
Kavanaugh; brother Harry Kavanaugh: 27 
grandchildren; 43 great-grandchildren. 
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Above: Tombstone for Leo & Ellie “Markley” 
Kavanaugh: Leo was the son of Vincent & Alma 
Kavanaugh and he passed away on Christmas day Dec. 
25, 2016, 25 years to the day from his brother Carl’s 
death. Leo and Ellie had one daughter Mary Theresa.  
Leo and Ellie are buried on the South side of Holy Cross 
Cemetery located on the south side of Indianapolis. 

Dorothy Bernice “Kavanaugh”  Warner 
Birth: Sep. 7, 1931 
Death: Jan. 9, 2003, Indianapolis, Marion County, Indiana, USA 
 

Dorothy B. Kavanaugh Warner, 71, Indianapolis, died Jan. 9, 2003. She worked for Big Daddys 
Lounge and Ertels Manufacturing Co. retiring in 2000. She was a member of the Tuesday Night 
Lady Bugs Bowling League. 
 

Services: 9:30 a.m. Tuesday Jan. 14 in Feeney-Hornak Shadeland Mortuary followed by the funeral 
mass at 10 a.m. in Holy Spirit Catholic Church, of which she was a member. Calling: Monday 3 to 
8 p.m. in the mortuary with Rosary at 7 p.m. Entombment at Oaklawn Memorial Garden Cemetery. 
Memorials may be given to the St. Paul Hermitage.  
 

She was the widow of Richard E. Warner. Survivors: children Thomas E., Timothy J., Vincent C. 
Warner, Sandra K. Green and Barbara J. Short; brothers Leo, Howard, Donald and Thomas 
Kavanaugh; sister Sr. Mary Timothy Kavanaugh OSF; 14 grandchildren; two great grand-
children. Her brother Carl Kavanaugh preceded her in death. (Indy Star) 
 

 Parents: 
   Vincent Michael Kavanaugh (1900 – 1990); Alma Loretta Hagerty Kavanaugh (1901 - 1980)  
 Spouse: 
   Richard Warner (1933 - 2002)* 
 Siblings: 
   Carl John Kavanaugh (1924 - 1990)* 
   Vincent Leo Kavanaugh (1925 - 2015)* 
   Dorothy Bernice Kavanaugh Warner (1931 - 2003) 
   Donald E Kavanaugh (1933 - 2013)* 
  

Burial:Oaklawn Memorial Gardens, Fishers, Hamilton County, Indiana, USA 

Above: Marker for Richard & 
Dorothy “Kavanaugh” Warner at the 
mausoleum 
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Timothy Joseph Warner, 59, 

Born: January 13, 1957 
Died: Friday, October 7th, 2016 

  
Timothy Joseph Warner, 59, of Franklin, died on Friday, October 
7th, 2016, in Hendricks County. He was born on January 13, 1957, 
in Beech Grove, to his parents, Richard and Dorothy (Kavanaugh) 
Warner. 
 
He worked in retail for over 20 years. Currently, he was working as 
a dock operator for Amazon. Timothy enjoyed cars, sports, golfing, 
and spending time with his family and grandchildren. 
 
Timothy is survived by his children, Cody Warner of Franklin, Jamie 

(Anthony) Barnes of Fairland, and Jordan Hash of Whiteland, two sisters, Sandy (Terry) Green 
and Barb (Tom) Short, all of Indianapolis, two brothers, Vince (Katie) Warner of Greenwood, and 
Tom (Sharon) Warner of New Palestine, and three grandchildren, Alicia, Autumn, and Anthony 
Barnes. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Richard and Dorothy Warner. The family is conducting a 
visitation  from 4:00p.m.-8:00p.m. on Thursday, October 13, 2016 at the Jessen Funeral Home, 
Whiteland Chapel 729 N. U.S. Hwy. 31. A funeral service will be at 12:00 noon on Friday, 
October 14, 2016, also at the funeral home. Burial will be at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens in 
Greenwood. 

  

Above: Tombstone for Carl Sr. and Mary Kavanaugh. Carl was the son of Vincent 
& Alma Kavanaugh and Carl died on Christmas morning Dec. 25, 1990 and Mary 
died in the spring of 2016. Carl and Mary are buried in Calvary Cemetery.  Carl 
and Mary had five children, Carl Jr., Carol, Craig, Christina and Carla.  
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Left: Tombstone for Keith Kavanaugh, who was 
the son of Donald and Helen Kavanaugh. Keith 
was born on Dec. 7, 1959 and died on Sept. 20, 
2007. Keith died suddenly while out walking in 
Sept. of 2007.  His grandparents were Vincent and 
Alma Kavanaugh. 

Right: Tombstone for Daniel “Dan” Wayne 
Kavanaugh, Born: Sept. 21, 1960 and Died: Feb. 
2, 2015. Dan was injured in a car accident when he 
was a young man and spent most of his life in a 
group home.  His parents were Howard & Carol 
Kavanaugh and his Grandparents were Vincent & 
Alma Kavanaugh. 

Obituary for Carl J. Kavanaugh, Jr.  (October 30, 1949 - September 16, 2015)  
 

Carl J. Kavanaugh Jr., age 65, of Ligonier, IN passed away unexpectedly, on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2015 at his home. He was born on October 30, 1949 in Beech Grove, IN, the son of 
Carl J. and Mary (Poths) Kavanaugh. On August 7, 1971 he married Margery “Margie” 
Mathew; she survives. Also, surviving are his children, Mathew Kavanaugh of Indianapolis, IN 
and Allison (Kyle) Lambert of Greensboro, NC; his mother, Mary Kavanaugh of Beech Grove, 
IN; siblings, Carol (Hal) Yeagy of Greenwood, IN, Craig (Mary) Kavanaugh of Plainfield, IN, 
Christina (Tom) Conway of Indianapolis, IN, and Carla Kavanaugh of Beech Grove, IN; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. Carl graduated from Indiana State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in life science. He retired from G & S Products in Ligonier in 2013 following 17 years of 
faithful service. He was a dedicated family man, and always supported his children in all their 
endeavors. Carl served on the West Noble School Board and was the school statistician for West 
Noble High School football and basketball for many years. Carl enjoyed tennis, attending 
sporting events, was an avid reader, and had a love for history and the sciences. A funeral service 
in Carl’s honor will be held at Ligonier United Methodist Church, 466 Townline Road; Ligonier, 
IN at 1 PM on Saturday September 19, 2015. Pastor Jill Wright will officiate. Burial will follow 
at Oak Park Cemetery in Ligonier, IN. Family and friends will be received from 10 AM – 1PM 
prior to the service at the church on Saturday. Memorial contributions may be made to Lifesong 
for Orphans, Memo: Waggoner #5126, PO Box 40; Gridley, IL 61744 or the Ligonier United 
Methodist Church.  
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Left: Albert & Kathryn’s 
Wedding picture (in 
front) taken on Nov. 24, 
1927.  In back are Harry 
Kavanaugh and Isabell 
Sultzer, Best Man and 
Maid of Honor.  The 
picture on the Right was 
taken of Albert & 
Kathryn on the Kav-
anaugh Farm near 
Cannelburg.  
 

Above: Albert and Kathryn Family: 
Picture taken sometime in the early 
50’s. Shown here in front (L-R) Judy, 
Albert, Kathryn, Dottie, Back: Earl, 
Pat, Mary Jo, Kenny, John. 

Pictures on Left 
and right were 
taken at Albert/ 
Kathryn’s 50th 
Anniversary. 
 

         Kathryn                       Albert 

 
ALBERT & KATHRYN “MEYER” KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 2B 
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Obituary for Albert Kavanaugh of Lawrenceville IL. 
Born: Oct. 12, 1902, Died: Nov. 3, 1981 
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Left: Pictured is the Tombstone for Albert & 
Kathryn “Meyer” Kavanaugh.  Albert was the 
son of John T. and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh.  Albert & Kathryn are buried in 
the Lawrenceville City Cemetery in 
Lawrenceville, Illinois.  Albert & Kathryn had 
seven Children, John, Kenny, Mary Jo, Pat, 
Earl, Judy and Dottie who was a Nun (Sister 
Jeannine Kavanaugh). Albert and his sons 
owned and operated Emulations Inc. in 
Lawrenceville and it was a very successful 
business. The Grandsons now run the business. 

Birth: Jul. 17, 1936 - Death: May 1, 2006;  Lawrenceville, Lawrence County Illinois, USA 
  

Vincennes Sun-Commercial (IN) - May 2, 2006 
Deceased Name: EARL L. KAVANAUGH 

 

LAWRENCEVILLE, IL. - Earl L. Kavanaugh, 69, Lawrenceville, died at 7:02 a.m. Monday, May 1, 
2006, at Lawrence County Memorial Hospital.  He was owner and operator of the Emulsions, Inc. 
 

Survivors include his wife, Gay (Grout) Kavanaugh; three children, Alison Kincaid of Flat Rock, 
Peter Kavanaugh of Keller, Texas, and Susan Phillips of Keller; five grandchildren; two sisters, 
Sister Jeannine Kavanaugh of Order of Saint Benedict, Ferdinand and Judith Montgomery of 
Tuscon, Ariz.; and one brother, Kenneth Kavanaugh of Vero Beach, Fla.  
 

The funeral will be conducted at noon Wednesday at the Immaculate Conception Church in 
Bridgeport by the Rev. Marvin Volk.  Burial will be in the Lawrenceville City Cemetery.  Visitation 
will be from 10 a.m. to noon Wednesday at the church.  Memorial contributions may be made to 
Sign of the Kingdom Care Center in Sumner.  Arrangements were handled by Smith Funeral Home, 
1522 State St.  
  

Family links: 
Parents:  Albert John Kavanaugh (1902 - 1981)  Kathryn Marie Meyer Kavanaugh (1905 - 1988);  
Siblings: John R Kavanaugh (1928 - 1988); Mary Jo Kavanaugh Hasler (1931 - 1999);   Leroy 
Patrick Kavanaugh (1934 - 2004); Earl Louis Kavanaugh (1936 - 2006) 

Leroy Patrick 'Pat' Kavanaugh, Born: Aug. 30, 1934, Died Feb. 3, 2004 
 
LAWRENCEVILLE — Leroy Patrick "Pat" Kavanaugh, 69, died Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2004, at 
Lawrence County Memorial Hospital.  He was part owner of Emulsions Inc.  
 
Surviving are a daughter, Kim Bohlen; two sisters, Judy Montgomery and Sister Jeannine 
Kavanaugh; two brothers, Kenney and Earl; and a granddaughter. There will be no service or 
visitation at Emmons-Macey & Steffey Funeral Home. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Moose Heart.  
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Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Earl 
Louis Kavanaugh who was married to Gay 
Groth. Earl was born on July 17, 1936 and died 
on May 1, 2006 just a week before his Uncle 
Harry Kavanaugh passed away.  Earl had three 
children, one by his first marriage and two by 
his second marriage.  He is buried in the 
Kavanaugh Family plot in the Lawrenceville, 
IL. City Cemetery.  Earl was the son of Albert 
& Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Mary 
Jo “Kavanaugh” Hassler who was married to 
Lloyd Hasler and who is still living.  Mary Jo 
was born on Nov. 15, 1931 and died on March 
17, 1999. Mary Jo and Lloyd had four children, 
Katie, Peggy, Mary Ellen and Stephen Lloyd.  
Mary Jo is buried in the Kavanaugh Family 
plot in the Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  
Mary Jo was the daughter of Albert & Kathryn 
Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for John 
Robert Kavanaugh who was married to Rita 
Laue. Rita is still living at this time. John was 
born on Oct. 5, 1928 and died on May 21, 
1988.  John and Rita had five children, Susan, 
Kevin, David and twins Lisa and Lori. He is 
buried in the Kavanaugh Family plot in the 
Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  John was the 
son of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
 
Left: Pictured here is the tombstone for Leroy 
Patrick “Pat” Kavanaugh.  Pat was born on 
Aug. 30, 1934 and died on Feb. 3, 2004.  Pat 
had one daughter Kimberly. Pat was not 
married at the time of his passing.  He is buried 
in the Kavanaugh Family plot in the 
Lawrenceville, IL. City Cemetery.  Patrick was 
the son of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
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Above: This Article gives details of the kidnapping and murder of Dottie Kavanaugh of 
Lawrenceville Illinois.  Dottie was the daughter of Kenny and Kay Kavanaugh a first cousin of 
Louis Kavanaugh Jr. of Montgomery.  Louis Jr.’s Dad (Louis Sr. of Cannelburg) and Kenny’s 
Dad (Albert of Lawrenceville) were brothers. Little Dottie was kidnaped on a Monday night and 
her body was not found until the next Sunday morning.  Hundreds came from miles around to 
search for the body.   Louis Jr. and his brother Mark spend Saturday July 1 on one of the search 
parties looking for the body of Dottie Kavanaugh.  The body was found on Sunday Morning July 
2. This was truly one of the greatest tragedies the Kavanaugh Families have ever faced.  There 
was a private burial service just for the family on that Monday afternoon at the Lawrenceville 
Cemetery and a public Funeral Mass followed at St. Lawrence Catholic Church at 5PM that 
evening.  The whole community mourned her loss.  The Kavanaugh Family was well known in the 
Lawrenceville area.   
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Shirley Kay Kavanaugh   
Born: Aug. 4, 1932, Died: Oct. 12, 2014 
 
 Vero Beach, FL; Shirley Kay Kavanaugh, 82, of Vero Beach, Florida peacefully 
passed away at home on Sunday, October 12, 2014. She is now holding the hand 
of her beloved daughter, Dotty. Shirley Kay's dynamic life began August 4, 1932, 
when she was born to Kathryn and Milo Brooke. Shirley Kay, who did not like to 
be called Shirley, would hate the fact that none of us knows exactly where she was 
born. We think it was Lawrenceville, IL. She was an only child who adored her 
loving grandparents, "Pap-Pap" and "BaBoo".  She cherished her years with 
them and has entertained all of us with many of her childhood stories. However, 

nothing compares to the hilarious memories of her marriage to the love of her life, Kenny, who was a 
dashing older man (okay, only two years older) who stole her heart and they married on October 7, 
1950. Shirley Kay was very proud to be the ONLY woman Kenny ever dated, while he has had to accept 
that she dated the entire football team as well as the band. Kenny and Kay shared 64 wonderful years 
together filled with so much laughter, joy, and some deep sorrow. As Shirley Kay stated recently, 
"Kenny, we had had a really good life, except for the horrible loss of our Dotty, we have been so 
blessed." What an amazing statement from a couple who shared such a tragedy. In 1972, eight year old 
Dorothy Kay was abducted and two weeks later Shirley Kay and Kenny buried their 4th born child. 
Because of this deep loss and their resolution to carry her memory with them, Kenny and Kay are known 
for passing out St. Dorothy medals to those who need special prayers. Shirley Kay leaves behind her 
dedicated husband, Kenny as well as 4 remaining children, Ken and his wife, Lori of Tucson, AZ, Cindy 
and her husband, Gail of Lawrenceville, IL, John (JB) and his wife, Sarah of Newburgh, IN, Julie and 
her husband, Steve of Omaha, NE. She will be missed by her grandchildren, Courtney Brooke, Mary 
Kathryn, Albert, Katie Pearl, Dominick, Patrick, Charlie and Ruby Kay. In addition, her 5 great 
grandchildren, Hannah, Max, Vinci, Sam and Lucy say goodbye to their Mi-Mi.  Shirley Kay is gone 
from us but her famous stories and jokes will continue to be told for generations. She made everyone 
laugh and left lasting impressions on those she touched. She will forever be a part of our smiles as we 
imagine she must be dancing once again in her high heeled shoes with Dotty. A visitation will be held 4-
6 p.m., Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at Cox Gifford Seawinds Funeral Home, Vero Beach. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be held 10 a.m., Wednesday, October 15, 2014 at Holy Cross Catholic Church, 
Vero Beach.  A funeral mass will be conducted at 10 AM Saturday morning at St. Lawrence Catholic 
Church in Lawrenceville, IL. Interment will follow October 18, 2014 at Lawrenceville City Cemetery. 
There is no visitation. Emmons-Macey & Steffey Funeral Home in Lawrenceville is handling the local 
arrangements. 

Left: This is the tombstone for Dotty Kay 
Kavanaugh, daughter of Kenny & Kay Kavanaugh of 
Lawrenceville, IL.  Dotty was born on Jan. 24, 1964 
and was killed on June 26, 1972.  Dotty was 
murdered as she was on her way to the Library there 
in Lawrenceville and it happened on Monday night 
but her body was not found until six days later in a 
coal mine in near Princeton Indiana.  Dotty was the 
Granddaughter of Albert & Kathryn Kavanaugh. 
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Above; Harry Graduation 
from Detroit University, 
1932.   

Above middle and right  - Uncle Harry during WW II   

Above: Harry & Vye in Arizona 
sometime in the 90s. Above: Sr. Rosemond, Grandma Kavanaugh, Sr. 

Charlotte, Sr. Bernice, Back: Harry, Helen & 
Bernie Kavanaugh.  In Detroit Mi. sometime in 
the 50s. 
 

 
HARRY & VYE  KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 2C 
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Left: Picture of Vye & 
Harry at Albert & 
Catherine’s 50th Anni-
versary. Background is 
Bernie. Right: Picture 
of Albert, Frank and 
Harry aboard the 
Medical Ship Hope 
where Harry was the 
lead Dentist.  
 

Left: Vincent, Harry 
and Louie Sr. while 
he visited on the 
Home Place.  
 

Right: Picture of Harry 
& Vye Kavanaugh 
taken around 2000 

Left: This is the marker for Dr. Harry M. 
Kavanaugh who is buried in the mausoleum at 
Calvary Cemetery on the south side of 
Indianapolis.  Harry was the son of John T. and 
Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh and he 
married Violet and she lives in Indianapolis. This 
says his name was Harry M. for Mark but I had 
him as Mark Henry Kavanaugh.  He became a 
dentist and was an officer in the Army during 
WW II.  While serving as dentist, he volunteered 
his services to several convents and went around 
the world giving his time and talent on the ship 
USS Hope.  
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Dr. Harry M. Kavanaugh 
Born: Jan. 6, 1907, Died May 10, 2006 
 
INDIANAPOLIS — Dr. Harry M. Kavanaugh, DDS, 99, formerly of Green 
Valley, Ariz., died Wednesday May 10, 2006.  Born Jan. 6, 1907, in 
Cannelburg, he was the son of John and Mary (O’Connor) Kavanaugh. 
 
A 1926 Montgomery High School graduate, he was a dentist, practicing in 

Detroit, Mich., for many years, retiring in 1972. He taught at the University of Detroit and was 
the coordinator for the ship USS Hope, where he helped teach dental techniques to the dental 
communities in Indonesia, Ceylon, Jamaica, as well as working with the missionaries in 
Guatemala. He also was a volunteer for more than 15 years in Tucson, Ariz., with the St. 
Elizabeth Hungry Clinic. He was a member of the American College of Dentistry, the American 
Dental Association and was an active member of Our Lady of Valley Catholic Church in Green 
Valley.  He was a U.S. Army Air Corps veteran of World War II, serving as captain. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Violet E. 
(Anderson) Kavanaugh; stepson, Gordon C. Carlson; 
sisters, Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh, Sr. Mary Charlotte 
Kavanaugh and Rose Kavanaugh; grandchildren, 
Gordon T. and Nicole Carlson; and numerous nieces 
and nephews. Five brothers, including Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr., are deceased. 
 
A funeral Mass will be at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at St. 
Paul’s Hermitage, 501 N. 17th Ave., Beech Grove. 
Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery in Indianapolis. 
Visitation is from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday at the 
church, with a rosary at 7 p.m.  
 
Preferred memorials are to Benedictine Nuns c/o St. 
Benedict Convent, 802 E. 10th St., Ferdinand, IN 
47532 or to St. Paul’s Hermitage. (May 10, 2006) 
 

  

Obituary for Dr. Harry Kavanaugh, 
Born: Jan. 6, 1907, Died: May 10, 2006 
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 Left are Dr. Harry Kavanaugh and his wife Vye.  They were 
married Dec. 19, 1970. Dr. Kavanaugh was a Dentist in 
Detroit Michigan for many years but then did extensive 
volunteer work on the ship USS Hope which traveled the world 
giving medical care.  Dr. Harry Kavanaugh was also 
responsible for sponsoring men studying for the Priesthood 
and for individuals entering the field of Dentistry. This picture 
was taken in Jan. of 1995. 

Above: picture of Harry & Vye Kavanaugh taken in Sept. of 
1995.  After retiring, Harry and Vye retired in Arizona. 
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BERNIE & HELEN  KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

Bernard Joseph & Helen “Webber” Kavanaugh 
Birth: Jun. 2, 1909, Daviess County, Indiana, USA 
Death: Nov. 5, 1980, Royal Oak, Oakland County, Michigan, USA 
 
Son of John Thomas & Mary Lucy (O'Connor) Kavanaugh.   
 

Family links 
 Parents:  John Thomas Kavanaugh (1871 - 1940) Mary Lucy O'Connor 
Kavanaugh (1877 - 1964) 
  

 Spouse: 
   Helen Cecilia Webber Kavanaugh (1911 - 2013)* 
 Children: 
   Sharon M Kavanaugh Adams (1938 - 2005)* 
  

 Siblings: 
   Vincent Michael Kavanaugh (1900 - 1990)* 
   Albert John Kavanaugh (1902 - 1981)* 
   Mary Bernice Kavanaugh (1904 - 2007)* 
   Harry M Kavanaugh (1907 - 2006)* 
   Bernard Joseph Kavanaugh (1909 - 1980) 
   Louis Alvin Kavanaugh (1911 - 1990)* 
   Francis Raphael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1983)* 
   Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh (1916 - 2014)* 
 

Burial: 
Milford Memorial Cemetery, Milford, Oakland County, Michigan, USA 

Tombstone for Bernard & Helen “Webber” Kavanaugh 

CHAPTER – 2D 
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Descendants of Bernard Joseph & Helen Cecelia 
“Webber” Kavanaugh 
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Obituary for Bernie 
Kavanaugh, 

Born on June 2, 1909, 
Died on Nov. 5, 1980 

Funeral Card for 
Bernie Kavanaugh 
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KAVANAUGH, Helen Cecilia, age 101 years, 4 months, 3 
weeks and 2 days old. a resident of Milford since 1975 died on 
Saturday, January 5, 2013. Born on August 12, 1911 in 
Loogootee, IN, she was the third eldest and last surviving of 
Ira and Maude (Clements) Webber's eleven children, growing 
up during the First World War and Great Depression on a 
small farm where self-reliance and hard work, strong faith and 

family love were the lessons of her upbringing. 
 

After high school she went to work as a nurse for the local General Practitioner who paid 
her $3.50 per week for her assistance with flus and farm injuries, heart attacks and home 
births. In an age of high infant mortality, the doctor would allow the young nurse to 
baptize the sickly infant. Later she took work as a coroner's clerk and medical 
receptionist in Indiana. 
 

On the 4th of July in 1936, after a proper courtship, she married Bernard Kavanaugh, 
and the young couple moved to Detroit where he took work as a milkman with Borden 
Dairies and they started their family. Her beloved "Bernie" preceded her in death in 
1980 after 44 years of marriage. 
 

Helen, who despite advancing years and failing eyesight, lived in her small bungalow 
until very recently. With the help of her children, she was active in Milford Senior 
Citizens, working with Meals on Wheels, and enjoyed local garage sales and collecting 
antiques.  
 

She loved to read and was a natural poet and all of her life wrote verses to make sense 
and keep a record of her experiences, hopes, fears, joys and sorrows. She wrote poems to 
her husband and children and even one to President Roosevelt in the middle of the 
Depression. 
 

And I sure hope that my dear dad 
Will get a job sometime 
Because it has been four long years 
Since he has made a dime. 
We're thankful God has blessed our 
home with Eleven little ones, 

But it keeps mother budgeting 
With so limited funds.  
But now, dear President, we know 
That you will do your best, 
For most people are now being tried 
Through this "depression test." 

 

Obituary for Helen Cecilia “Webber” Kavanaugh, wife of Bernard 
Kavanaugh 

Birth: Aug. 12, 1911   Death: Jan. 5, 2013 
Loogootee    Milford 
Martin County   Oakland County 
Indiana, USA    Michigan, USA 
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 Mostly Helen Kavanaugh was deeply devoted to her faith and family. A long time 

member of St. Mary's Church, her trust in God's goodness made her grateful and hopeful 
for every new day of her long and happy life. And she knew she could count on her large 
and extended family for company and care. 
 

 Preceded in death by her daughter, Sharon (Mrs. Jack) Adams, Helen is survived by her 
sons and daughters: Patrick (Linda) Kavanaugh, Nancy (David) Van Derworp, Maureen 
(George) Raab and Michael (Irenaanna) Kavanaugh. Also surviving are 17 
grandchildren and 39 great grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews, and their 
families who join together in mourning the death of a dear woman giving thanks to God 
for the life of a loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend. 

  

 Funeral services will be held at St. Mary's Catholic Church, 1955 E. Commerce Rd., 
Milford, on Wednesday, January 9, at 10AM. Burial will follow at Milford Memorial 
Cemetery. Visitation will be held at Lynch & Sons Funeral Home, 404 E. Liberty St., 
Milford, on Monday 5-9 PM and Tuesday 2-9 PM. Vigil Service Tuesday 7PM. 
Memorials may be made in her name to Community Sharing. For further information 
please phone 248-684-6645. 

   

          Burial: Milford Memorial Cemetery, Milford, Oakland County, Michigan, USA 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  Sharon M. Kavanaugh Adams       Burial: 

Birth: May 10, 1938, Michigan, USA       Milford Memorial Cemetery 
Death: Jun. 26, 2005, Milford, Oakland County     Milford, Oakland County 
Michigan, USA          Michigan, USA 
   
Parents: 
Bernard Joseph Kavanaugh (1909 - 1980) 
Helen Cecilia Webber Kavanaugh (1911 - 2013)  
  
 

Tombstone for Jack & Sharon “Kavanaugh” Adams 
Daughter of Bernard & Helen Kavanaugh 
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LOUIS  & CATHERINE  KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

For more information please check Chapter 1a - Louis Sr. 
Catherine - Parents 

CHAPTER – 2E 
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Left: Uncle Frank when he 
was in about 40.  Right: 
Uncle Harry and Uncle 
Frank when both were in 
service during WWII. L-R 
are Loney, Harry, Oney and 
Frank. Oney and Loney are 
twin sisters. 

Picture left: Uncle 
Frank when he was 
in the Navy in WWII. 
Right: Uncle Frank 
& Aunt Oney in 
their Texas home 
around  1965. Pic-
ture was taken when 
Louis & Catherine 
went to visit.   

Left: Jerry, Oney, 
Harold & Donald.  
Picture taken after 
Frank’s funeral in 
February of 1983. 
Right: Oney & Helen 
Kavanaugh. Helen 
was Bernie’s Wife. 

 
FRANK & ONEY “COOPER”  KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 2F 

Page 221



 
 

 
  

Page 222



 
 

 
  

Below: Obituary for Frank 
Kavanaugh that appeared in 
the Fort Worth Newspaper. 

Below: The funeral card 
for Frank Kavanaugh, 
Born on Feb. 12, 1912, 
Died on Feb. 4, 1983 

Below: Obituary for Oney 
Kavanaugh, Wife of Frank 
Kavanaugh. She was born 
May 23, 1910 and Died on 
March 17, 1998 
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Left: Picture of the three sons of 
Frank & Oney Kavanaugh: Front: 
Oney holding Grandchild Dee Dee 
(Jerry’s Youngest.) Standing Left: 
Jerry (Born 1942) and his wife 
Dorothy, Middle: Harold (Born 
1932) and his wife Francis, Right is 
Donald (Born 1935) and his wife 
Janelle.  Picture taken the day of 
their father’s (Uncle Frank) funeral. 

Above: Picture of Donald and Janelle’s Family taken in 
January of 1983.  Seated (L-R): Donald, Janelle, Michael 
Lynn (Born 1957–Died 2005) Standing (L-R): Sharon (Born 
1962) Joseph Scott (Born 1961), Rosemary (Born 1959), 
Judy (Born 1963).   
 

Above: Frank & Oney’s 
Kavanaugh Family: Pictured (L-
R): Oney, Jerry (between 
Oney/Frank) Frank Kavanaugh 
(Navy Uniform) Back: Donald 
and Harold.  Picture taken 
around 1944-45.  Donald would 
be about 9 yrs. old and Harold 12 
yrs. old. 
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Frances Raphel & Oney “Cooper” Kavanaugh 
 
Birth:    Feb. 12, 1912, Daviess County, IN, USA 
Death:   Feb. 4, 1983, Fort Worth, Tarrant County,  
Texas, USA 
Son of John Thomas & Mary Lucy (O'Connor)  

 Kavanaugh.  
  

Family links 
Parents: John Thomas Kavanaugh (1871 - 1940) 
     Mary Lucy O'Connor Kavanaugh (1877 - 1964) 
Spouse:   Oney Cooper Kavanaugh (1909 - 1998) 
  
Children:   Jerry Lee Kavanaugh (1941 - 2009)* 
  
Siblings: 
  Vincent Michael Kavanaugh (1900 - 1990)* 
  Albert John Kavanaugh (1902 - 1981)* 
  Mary Bernice Kavanaugh (1904 - 2007)* 
  Harry M Kavanaugh (1907 - 2006)* 
  Bernard Joseph Kavanaugh (1909 - 1980)* 
  Louis Alvin Kavanaugh (1911 - 1990)* 
  Francis Raphael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1983) 
  Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh (1916 - 2014)* 
  
Burial: Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant 
County, Texas, USA 

Below: Tombstone for Frances Raphel & Oney 
“Cooper” 
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 Jerry Lee Kavanaugh (July 16, 1941 – November 30, 2009)  
 

Jerry Lee Kavanaugh, 68, died Monday, Nov. 30, 2009. 
Funeral: Mass of Christian Burial, 10 a.m. Saturday at St. Frances 
Cabrini in Granbury. Interment: Holly Hills Cemetery. Visitation: 6 to 8 
p.m. Friday at Thompson's Harveson and Cole Funeral Home. 
Memorials: Cancer Care Services, 623 S. Henderson, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76104. 
 
Jerry Lee was born July 16, 1941, in Fort Worth, son of the late Francis 
Raphael and Oney Cooper Kavanaugh. He graduated from Laneri High 
School in 1958. At the age of 16, he became the youngest pro rodeo 
cowboy. A professional bull rider and bull fighter, he rodeoed for 17 
years. 

 
Jerry owned several businesses before becoming the owner of Kavanaugh Floors. He was a die hard 
Dallas Cowboys fan, and a loving husband, father, and Poppy who will be missed by all who loved 
him. 
 
In addition to his parents, Jerry was preceded in death by his brother, Harold Kavanaugh.  Survivors: 
His wife of 38 years, Dorothy Price Kavanaugh; children, Melinda Kavanaugh Womack and husband, 
Jerry, Joe Kavanaugh and fiancée, Cassy Tatarian, D.D. Lee Crawford and husband, Josh; 
grandchildren, Jerri Lynn Womack, Cali Joe and Carlee Kay Crawford; and brother, Donald 
Kavanaugh.  
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Top Left: Was taken in Detroit sometime in 
the 50’s, Sister Rosemond/Aunt Rose, 
Grandma Kavanaugh, (John’s widow) Sr. 
Charlotte, Sr. Bernice. Below: Sr. Charlotte, 
Rose, Sr. Bernice.  Back: Louis Sr., Harry, 
Vincent. Picture may have been taken at 
Ferdinand sometime in the 80’s.   

Left:  Sr. Charlotte, Aunt Rose and Sr. 
Bernice, taken just before Aunt Rose entered 
the Convent in 1938. Above: Aunt Rose, Sr. 
Bernice and Sr. Charlotte. Date of the picture 
was sometime around 2000. 
 

 
BERNICE-CHARLOTTE-ROSE KAVANAUGH-SISTERS 

CHAPTER – 2G 
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  Left: Pictured here are three Kavanaugh 
daughters of John & Mary Lucy Kavanaugh.  
The picture was taken on the day Sister 
Charlotte’s Day of Investing in 1934. Shown 
here are (L-R) Sister Charlotte, Rose and Sister 
Bernice.  Rose did not enter the Convent till 
1939. 

Left: Pictured here are the Three Nuns, Sister 
Charlotte, Sister Bernice and Sister 
Rosemond.  Not sure when this picture was 
taken but probably in the 1940’s.   

Above: Sister Charlotte standing in front of 
her classroom at St. Mary’s school in 
Washington Indiana on her first teaching 
assignment. 
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Picture left: Sr. Charlotte and Sr. 
Bernice taken at Sr. Bernice 100th 
Birthday party at St. Peter’s in 
Montgomery in Dec. of 2004  

Above: This Article appeared in the Washington Times 
Herald when Sister Bernice turned 100 years old on Dec. 4 
of 2004. A special Mass was held at St. Peter’s Church in 
Montgomery and a breakfast held for her Family and 
friends.   
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Sister Bernice Kavanaugh 

 
Born: Dec 4, 1904 
Died: Feb. 22, 2007 
 
FERDINAND — Sister Bernice Kavanaugh, 102, of Monastery 
Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, died at 6:53 p.m. 
Thursday at the monastery’s Hildegard Health Center. 
 
Sister Bernice was born the fourth of 11 children of John and 
Mary (O'Connor) Kavanaugh on Dec. 4, 1904, in Cannelburg. 
 
She entered the Sisters of St. Benedict in 1922 and made her first 
profession of vows in 1924 and her final profession in 1927. She 
celebrated the 80th anniversary of her monastic profession in 
2004. 
 

Sister Bernice was a school teacher for 49 years and also served as principal for 26 of those 
years. Beginning in 1924, she taught at Huntingburg, Indianapolis, Holy Spirit in Evansville, 
Dale, and Tucson, Ariz. She served as principal and taught at Vincennes, Mount Vernon, 
Clarksville, Holy Redeemer in Evansville, Haubstadt, and Belcourt, N.D. She was administrator 
of St. Paul Hermitage, Beech Grove, Ind. She taught religious education to military families at 
a U.S. Army base in Fort Rucker, Ala., for 19 years. From 1995 to 2005, she provided support 
services at the monastery. For the past year, she served in the ministry of prayer. 
 
She is survived by two sisters, Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh of Monastery Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand and Rosemary Kavanaugh of Indianapolis; nieces and nephews; and 
members of her religious community.  She was preceded in death by her parents; her brothers 
Timothy, Vincent, Albert, Harry, Bernard, Louis Sr., and Francis; and her sister Katherine 
Kavanaugh. 
 
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 3:45 p.m. today at Monastery Immaculate 
Conception in Ferdinand. Burial will be in the monastery cemetery.  Visitation was at 
Monastery Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand on Sunday, with a wake service at 7 p.m. in 
the monastery church, and today beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Contributions in memory of Sister Bernice may be made to the Sisters of St. Benedict, 802 E. 
10th Street, Ferdinand, IN 47532. 
 
Arrangements are being made through Becher Funeral Home, Ferdinand. (Feb. 22, 2007)  
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Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh  

 
Born: Mar 16, 1916  
Died: Aug. 29, 2014 
 
Sister Mary Charlotte Kavanaugh, 98, of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict of Ferdinand, died at 11:15 a.m. Friday in the 
monastery’s Hildegard Health Center.. A native of Cannelburg, 
Sister Mary Charlotte was born March 16, 1916, the tenth of 
eleven children born to John and Mary (O’Connor) 
Kavanaugh.  
 
She entered the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand in 1934 
and made her profession of monastic vows in 1936.. She is 
survived by one sister, Rose Kavanaugh of Beech Grove; nieces 
and nephews; and members of her religious community. She 
was preceded in death by her parents; two sisters, Catherine 
and Sister Bernice; and seven brothers, Frank, Timothy, 

Vincent, Harry, Bernard, Louis and Albert. 
 
In 1937, Sister Mary Charlotte began her 63-year career in areas of education, including 
religious education and administration. She taught and supervised student teachers at St. 
Benedict College in Ferdinand and also taught at St. Ferdinand Grade School, St. Benedict in 
Evansville, and St. Mary’s in Washington. She served as a consultant and supervisor for 
schools in the Evansville Diocese and was Editor of Mine, a national religious education 
magazine. From 1972 to 1995, she served as director and teacher of religious education at the 
U.S. Army base in Fort Rucker, Alabama. She also was director of religious education at 
parishes in Siberia, Ferdinand, and Schnellville. She served in the ministry of prayer since 
2003. 
 
Visitation will be at the monastery on Monday from 2 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. and on Tuesday from 2 
p.m. to 4:15 p.m. A wake service will be Monday at 7 p.m. The funeral Mass will be on Tuesday 
at 4:30 p.m. in the monastery church, followed by burial in the monastery cemetery.. Becher 
Funeral Home in Ferdinand is in charge of the arrangements.  Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand. 
 

  

Page 232



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Tombstones for Sister Bernice Kavanaugh & Sister Charlotte Kavanaugh 

Left is the tombstone for Sister Bernice 
Kavanaugh who was a Nun at the 
Convent in Ferdinand, Indiana. Sister 
Bernice was born on Dec. 4, 1904 and 
died on Feb. 22, 2007.  She made her 
final vows on Aug. 11, 1924.  Sister 
Bernice is buried in the Cemetery at the 
Convent at the bottom of the hill.  Sister 
Bernice’s mother was Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh, and Mary 
Lucy’s parents were Michael O’Connor 
Jr. and “Bridget Hart”.   One of Sister 
Bernice’s Brothers was Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. 
 

Right is the tombstone for 
Sister Charlotte Kavanaugh 
who was a Nun at the Convent 
in Ferdinand, Indiana. Sister 
Charlotte was born on Mar. 
16, 1916 and died on Aug. 29, 
2014.  She made her final vows 
on June 8, 1936.  Sister 
Charlotte is buried in the 
Cemetery at the Convent at the 
bottom of the hill.  Sister 
Charlotte’s mother was Mary 
Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh, 
and Mary Lucy’s parents were 
Michael O’Connor Jr. and 
“Bridget Hart”.  One of Sister 
Bernice’s Brothers was Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. 
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Obituary of Rose Mary Kavanaugh 

 

Rose Mary Kavanaugh died September 5 at St. Paul Hermitage, Beech Grove, Ind. 
She was 96.  Rose was born November 16, 1919, at home on the family farm near 
Cannelburg, Ind. She was the eleventh and youngest child of John and Mary E. 
“Mayme” (O’Connor) Kavanaugh. According to family lore, she weighed only 1.5 
lbs. at birth. She was called “Pee Wee” by her siblings, who would put her in a 
shoebox, tie a string to it, and pull her around the house. 
 

She was graduated from St. Theresa High School in Detroit, Mich., in 1938.  In 1939, Rose entered 
the Benedictine Monastery Immaculate Conception in Ferdinand, Ind., and received the religious 
name Sister Rosemond.   In 1950, Rose was graduated from St. Benedict College, in Ferdinand, 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in education; in 1968, she received a Master of Science degree 
in education, with a concentration in guidance and counseling, from St. Francis College in Fort 
Wayne, Ind.   In 1955, Sister Rosemond became one of the 113 foundresses of Our Lady of Grace 
Monastery in Beech Grove, Ind. 
 

While a Sister, Rose taught school for many years in southern Indiana and in Indianapolis at St. 
Pius X School, where she was principal, and at St. Barnabas School, also in Indianapolis.  In 1972, 
she requested and received release from her religious vows.  After leaving the monastery, she was 
employed as a social worker at Mary Rigg Neighborhood Center in West Indianapolis. Rose once 
said that her work at the neighborhood center was one of the most satisfying times of her life and 
that it gave her a great appreciation for the blessings she had received in her own life. 
 

In 1980, she returned to teaching and spent the next decade at St. Jude School in Indianapolis. She 
retired in 1990 at the age of 70. In retirement, Rose served for several years as a substitute teacher 
and gave private tutoring lessons. Prior to, and following, retirement, she was a very active 
volunteer at her parish of St. Barnabas, where she was involved in the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults and served as a catechist in the parish’s grade school religious education program. 
 

Preceding her in death were her parents and her 10 siblings: Timothy, Vincent, Albert, Marie 
(Benedictine Sister Bernice, of Monastery Immaculate Conception), Harry, Bernard, Louis, Frank, 
Catherine, and Josephine (Benedictine Sister Mary Charlotte, also of Monastery Immaculate 
Conception). Sister Bernice lived to be 102 years old, Harry was 99 years old at the time of his 
death in 2006, and Sister Mary Charlotte was 98 years old when she died in 2014.  Rose is survived 
by numerous nieces and nephews and hundreds of former pupils. 
 

Friends may call at Daniel F. O’Riley Funeral Home, 6107 S. East St. (US 31 South) Indianapolis, 
on Thursday, September 8, from 4–7 p.m. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11 a.m., 
on Friday, September 9, at St. Barnabas Church, 8300 Rahke Road, Indianapolis, with calling 
beginning at 10 a.m. Burial will be at Calvary Cemetery, Indianapolis.  Memorial gifts may be 
made to Catholic Charities Indianapolis, 1400 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Ind., 46202; 
the Sisters of St. Benedict of Beech Grove, Ind., Our Lady of Grace Monastery, 1402 Southern 
Avenue, Beech Grove, Ind., 46107; or the Sisters of St. Benedict of Ferdinand, Ind., Monastery 
Immaculate Conception, 802 East 10th Street, Ferdinand, Ind. 47532. 
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Above: the Tombstone for Rose Mary Kavanaugh who 
was born on Nov. 16, 1919 and died on Sept. 5, 2016. Rose 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery in Indianapolis where her 
Brothers Vincent and Harry are also buried.  
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Below: Page-1: The following letter was from Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh from the convent in 
Ferdinand to Louis Kavanaugh Jr. concerning the questions about the death of her brother 
Timothy and her younger sister Katherine from many years ago.  Both Timothy and Katherine 
died when they were about 4 years old and buried near their parents John and Mary Lucy 
Kavanaugh. 
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Below - Page-2 of the letter from Sr. Bernice Kavanaugh to Louis Kavanaugh Jr.. This letter 
was written in response to an inquiry by Louis on the death of Sr. Bernice’s brother Timothy 
and her sister Katherine.  This talks about the days leading up to Katherine’s death.  This 
letter was written around the year 2000.   
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JOHN & BRIDGET “WALSH”  

MCCAULEY FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 3 
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Below is a group of McCauley Wedding Pictures.  In the center are John & 
Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  Top left, James and Dorothy Mahan, top right, 
Louis Sr. & Catherine Kavanaugh, bottom left, Charlie & Evelyn McCauley, 
bottom Right, is Alvin and Helen Doyle. Also bottom middle: Sister Charlotte Ann. 
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Children of John Edward & Bridget “Walsh” McCauley Family 

Above was taken in 1918 in front of the 
John & Bridget McCauley’s home place on 
the Corning Road. Picture of John & 
Bridget McCauley Family: Girls in front 
are Catherine & Helen, sitting in chairs, 
John McCauley and Mike Cullivan. Back 
row: Dorothy, Mildred, and far right is 
Charlie. Not sure why Bridget McCauley 
was not in the picture. 

Left is John McCauley and his first wife 
Mary Catherine Brewer taken on their 
wedding day in Nov. 1, 1893.  Mary 
Catherine died giving birth to their first 
child. The child also died. John then 
married Bridget Walsh on May 1, 1897.  
Right was taken in 1918, (L-R): 
John/Bridget McCauley’s Daughters, 
Helen, Catherine, Mildred (Sr. Charlotte 
Ann) Dorothy in back.  

Above are Charlie 
and his sister 
Catherine McCauley 
in front of their home 
place on the Corning  
road.  The picture was 
taken in the late 
1920’s. 

Above is Mildred Mc-
Cauley after she entered 
the Novice at St. Marys of 
the Woods in Terre Haute 
in 1920’s. 

Right is Marie Delo-
rus “Dorothy” Mc-
Cauley taken in 1899 
when she was 6 
months old. 

Left: Charles F. Mc-
Cauley’s christening in 
1906  and Dorothy at 8 
years 
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Left is Sister 
Charlotte Ann, 
after she took 
her final vows 
in 1920’s. 

Above is of John McCauley 
taken when around 1900 when 
he would have been in his 20’s. 
John was the Father of 
Catherine “McCauley” 
Kavanaugh.  John’s Dad was 
John McCauley.  This picture 
was found in a box for special 
pictures. 

Above John & Bridget McCauley Family (L-R): Bridget, 
Helen, John, Catherine, Mildred, Charlie, Dorothy. Taken on 
Christmas Day in the 1920’s at the McCauley House on 
Corning Road  

Above of John and Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley was taken at the home of 
Jim and Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan. 
This is known as the “Mahan” family 
farm. Four generations grew up there.  
It was located north of Pennyville.  The 
photo was taken sometime in the late 
1930’s.   
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Above was taken on the day of Corean Walsh” 
McCauley’s Wedding. Shown here are (L-R) Corean 
Walsh, Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan, Cloe McDonald, 
Rose Roarty, Veronica McCauley and in front is 
Catherine McCauley. Rose Roarty was a neighbor of 
Corean. 

Above are Dorothy Mahan, Charlie McCauley & 
Catherine Kavanaugh. Picture taken in front of the 
farm house at Louie and Catherine’s  around 1940.  

Above of John and Bridget Walsh 
McCauley dressed in their Sunday 
best. We think the picture was taken at 
their home place on the Corning Road.  
It was taken sometime in the late 
1930’s.   

Above: Picture of John & Bridget 
McCauley’s children.  Front row: Sister 
Charlotte Ann. Back row (L-R): Catherine, 
Charlie, Dorothy, and Helen. Picture 
taken at the home place on Corning Road 
in the 1930’s.  
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Above (L-R): The three Sisters, Ca-
therine, Helen and Dorothy. May 
have been taken at Dorothy’s Birth-
day Party.   
 

Above: Children of John & Bridget McCauley taken 
in July of 1961 at the celebration of Louis & 
Catherine’s 25th Wedding Anniversary at the 
Kavanaugh farm near Cannelburg.  Shown here (L-R), 
Charlie, Helen Doyle, Dorothy Mahan and Catherine 
Kavanaugh. It was the last group picture taken.  Their 
other sibling, Sr. Charlotte Ann, died in 1930’s and 
three infants died in infancy. 

Above: Bridget and John McCauley.   
Picture taken sometime around 1940 
in their front yard. 
 

Above: tombstone of John E. and Bridget 
(Walsh) McCauley buried at St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery, Corning, In. 
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Left: This is the 
Marriage Record at 
the Daviess County 
Court House for 
John McCauley 
when He married 
Bridget Walsh on 
May 18, 1897. 
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Left: This is the 
Marriage Record at 
the Davies County 
Court House for 
John McCauley 
when He married his 
first wife Mary 
Catherine Brewer on 
Nov. 7, 1893. Mary 
Catherine Brewer 
died at the birth of 
their first child.  The 
child also died. It is 
presumed she is 
buried at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery 
but we never found a 
tombstone.   
 

Page 248



 
 

 
  

Left is the tombstone of Sister 
Charlotte Ann McCauley.  She was 
known as Mildred McCauley before 
she entered the St. Mary’s of the 
Woods Convent at Terre Haute.  
Sister Charlotte Ann was the 
daughter of John E. & Bridget 
“Walsh” McCauley.  Sister 
Charlotte was born on Oct. 26, 1907 
and died on May 1, 1934 at the age 
of 26.  She is buried in the Cemetery 
there at the Convent on the south 
side of Terre Haute.   

Above is a picture of Catherine 
“McCauley” Kavanaugh as she 
visits the grave site of her sister, 
Sister Charlotte Ann McCauley.  
The Nun with Catherine was a 
friend of Catherine’s and they grew 
up together in the Corning area.  
Her last name might have been 
Feagans? Catherine’s daughter Kay 
“Kavanaugh” Andres took 
Catherine to visit the grave site 
sometime in the late 1990’s.   
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John Edward & Bridget (Walsh) McCauley 
 

Recollections of daughter Helen Bridget (McCauley) Doyle written September 1990 
 

My father, John McCauley married Bridget Walsh May 18, 1897.  They had eight 
children; three died shortly after birth.  The living children are Dorothy, Charles, 
Mildred, Helen and Catherine.  Mildred left to be a Nun shortly after her 
graduation from high school, but she became ill with tuberculosis (TB) and 
lasted about five years in the convent. 
 

My father had odd jobs: one spraying the orchard at St. Patrick two times a year.  
He had a coal mine on his farm and sold coal.  He built rock roads; one near 

Washington, Indiana and another one ran about three miles north from St. Patrick’s church; the 
first rock road in that vicinity at that time.  Our house had to be moved in a different direction so 
the road would run straight. 
 

My father hauled logs and sawed them at his sawmill and sold the lumber until he got physically 
unable to do that work any longer.  John was approximately 5’- 7” tall and weighed 175 lbs. 
 

Dad went to work in St. Louis in construction in 1921 for three months.  During his stay, he got 
an eye infection and “contacted” (there was no telephone) home for help.  Dorothy went out there 
for three weeks until Dad was able to travel and brought him home.  His eye was never very good 
after that. 
 

He had a streak of bad luck – lightning struck his barn and burnt it to the ground.  He had two 
beautiful mares in the barn, one was saved and the other one was burnt up.  The two mares were 
my Father’s idols.  He also had two mules that went most everywhere he went.  Their names were 
Jack and Jill.  When he sold them, he watched up the road ‘til he could not see them no longer.  
Sad day! 
 

Sad part of my father’s life was when my mother was not able to handle him and had to put him 
in a hospital.  He fell out of bed and broke his hip.  Dad went to a sanitarium near Louisville, 
Kentucky for four months until he died.  He was not manageable at home and although they 
didn’t know the disease as “Alzheimer’s” that is probably what he had.  God took care of the 
situation.  I was pregnant and near time of delivery, so I was not able to attend the funeral. 
 

My father’s brothers were: Pat McCauley of Loogootee, Henry McCauley of St. Louis, and James 
McCauley, unknown. 
 

My father’s sisters were: Mary Liz Craney of Indianapolis, Maggie Jones of St. Louis, and Tessie 
McDonald of East St. Louis.  
 

The Following is an interview that Jack Doyle did with his mother Helen 
“McCauley” Doyle as she remembered her Father John E. McCauley and her 

Mother Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  
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My father had a six-handed euchre group that got together on Sunday afternoon at Leo Calvin’s 
place or at my father’s place.  The group was Flavian Seals from Washington, a friend of Seals, 
Leo Calvin, Pat Bennet, Ed Walsh.  They played for years together. 
 

My mother’s brothers were Edward Walsh and Nicholas Walsh, and her sisters were Stasia 
Conlon, Mary Ellen and Maggie Walsh. 
 

She was a very religious person, a rosary with the family every evening was a must.  She was 
always helping someone in need, especially in illnesses. 
 

My mother had geese and plucked them frequently and sold the feathers, but when I got married, 
she gave us four pillows with the feathers and I’m using them to this day. 
 

I was married on my parent’s 40th wedding anniversary.  I was glad to share that day with them, 
but less than five years, my father’s health was failing.  My mother died at 74 and my father’s age 
was 76. 
 

She did a lot of sewing and quilting.  She was a good cook noted for pies and cakes, always 
someone to share the food. 
 

My father was ill quite frequently, but my mother was always at his side to help as she was for 
each one of us when we were ill, but never complained. 
 

My mother spent the last days of her illness with Catherine and Dorothy.  She lived only ten 
months after my father’s death.  She had a hemorrhage and suffered very little. 
 

My mother seldom left the farm, but one time she went to Indianapolis for a few days and in the 
meantime, the threshers were at our house and my sister Mildred and I had to fix dinner; killed 
chickens, etc.  Got a lot of compliments on the dinner.  We were only in grade school at the time.  
My mother was surprised when she returned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Edward & Bridget (Walsh) McCauley 
 

Recollections of daughter Catherine (McCauley) Kavanaugh written September 1990 
 

John E. McCauley, son of John and Mary (Hagerty) McCauley, born in Martin 
County on December 2, 1897.  They were members of St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church all their life. 
 

My father had two brothers and two sisters.  He was a farmer, a logger and owner 
of a sawmill and furnished lumber “propers” to the All Saints Coal mine.  He also 

dug coal and sold it to neighboring towns.  That was the main use of fuel those 
days. 

 

The Following is an interview that Jack Doyle did with his Aunt Catherine  
“McCauley” Kavanaugh as she remembered her Father John E. McCauley and 

her Mother Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  
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Our dad was a very nice looking man, rather tall and always pleasant.  He worked hard to support 
his family and was always glad to help his children would give his last dine to them. 
 

They lived on the Corning road, but years ago, that road went West of our farm, and they wanted 
to make a straight new rock road to St. Patrick’s, so we had to move our house and we lived in 
our house (on wheels) for several months. 
 

Our father was a very religious man and never missed Mass, but he liked to stay after Mass and 
talk and he was noted for the old Irish way of using their hands when they talk. 
 

Mom and Dad had a specific pew in St. Patrick’s on the right next to the second post.  The normal 
yearly contribution was $14.00 but because of the post limiting seating, they only had to pay 
$12.00.  
 

I don’t know anything about my parent’s early courtship days, but I do know they loved one 
another, but didn’t kiss in front of their children; I heard them upstairs. 
 

Our dad was a quiet man never smoked, or used any bad language.  He was a kind man, he 
always bought a sack of candy home to us, when he went to town in the buggy.  He loved to play 
cards on Sunday with his parishners; 6-hand Euchre; I never knew who won. 
 

In dad’s last year, he became ill and lost his memory and he wouldn’t stay home and he was sent 
to Madison on March 9, 1944 and he died July 3, 1944.  He fell and broke his hip a month before 
he died. 
 

Our mother, Bridget Walsh McCauley was born March 18, 1871 and married our father, John E. 
McCauley May 18, 1887 who died July 3, 1944.  They were members of St. Patrick’s Church, 
Corning Indiana 
 

She was a loving and sweet smiling woman, she loved her children and worked very hard for 
them, she liked to make people happy, she was very respectful for priests; they (priests) and 
sisters were above any one.  She visited her neighbors and helped take care of them during their 
last illness.  I remember one neighbor, my mom and dad was at the neighbor’s house “sitting up” 
with him and I came home and tip-toed upstairs, thinking “they” didn’t know what time I got in 
and I was by myself all night and didn’t know it until the next morning. 
 

My mother was a good cook, manager and provider.  She never wanted to buy a loaf of store 
bread (5 cents), she made all her own.  We would carry chickens, eggs and etc. to the store in 
exchange for groceries.  I could spend one cent for gum drops. 
 

We girls would pick black berries early in the morning and our mother would take them to town 
that afternoon and sell them 25 cents a gallon; the most we would get for them. 
 

Mother had two brothers and one sister and several deceased brothers died in early life.  One 
brother lived in Washington and every time she went to town, she would take vegetables and etc., 
to his family.  When mother’s sister came to visit (in the horse and buggy), we children were sent 
out to play; children were not to hear what grown-up people talked about – now ‘adays, children 
are part of the conversation, very different now ‘adays . . . 
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Mother was a proud woman.  She never wanted anyone to know her business.  She was very kind 
to dad.  My dad loved to play cards with his friends on Sunday afternoon at different places 
(homes) and mother would do all his chores for him and never complain if he got home late. 
 

Mother took care of the farm and family for several months while my dad was in St. Louis with 
serious eye operations.  My mother would dress turkeys at Christmas and send them to dad’s 
sister that helped take care of him. 
 

I remember during my school days, we had to have permission to polish our shoes to go to school 
and when we bought anything new, shoes, clothes, and etc., we had to wear them to church first 
time. 
 

My mother was a member of the Altar Society all her lifetime and she always donated a quilt to 
the Parish picnics. 
  

In my younger days, I remember my mother would always welcome the people who would stop 
on their way to St. Patrick’s Church, as our house was about half-way.  People always walked to 
church, years ago as they had no other way, only some had horse and buggy. 
 

My mother and we girls would always walk to church on the Holy Day, November 1st; after 
Halloween, as they would have “rail fences” built across the road. 
 

I remember when Louis and I were dating, my mother would ask, “Catherine, why does Louie 
laugh so much?”  A few years after we were married, she asked, “Catherine, why doesn’t Louie 
laugh like he use to?  What did you do to him?” 
 

My mother never left home of a night, she was always there when we needed her. 
 

My mother lived ten months after the death of my father.  During the last months that Mother 
lived, Albert who was about five years old stayed with her from Sunday afternoon until Friday 
afternoon.  Johnny would stay with her from Friday afternoon (after school) until Sunday 
afternoon.  One of the last things Mother said to me was “be good to Johnny”, because of all his 
help.  Mother became ill about ten days before she died (she had a weak heart and was 
hemorrhaging) and came to stay with me for a week until Dorothy completed moving into 
Washington (Indiana).  On Thursday before she died, we took her to see Doctor Burris and then 
to Dorothy’s house.  She died at my sister’s home, Mrs. Dorothy Mahan.  She wouldn’t let 
Dorothy call me to her bedside, as she knew I was pregnant, she answered all the prayers as she 
was dying and even told them what prayers to say. 
 

She had a beautiful death. 
 

She died at 6:15 on Monday morning May 14, 1944, the day after Mother’s day. 
 
 
 
 
John Edward McCauley was born on Dec 2, 1869 to John and Mary “Hagerty” McCauley.  John 
Edward married Mary Catherine Brewer on November 7, 1893 and she died giving birth to their first 
child.  Mother and Child both died during child birth.  He then married Bridget Walsh on May 18, 
1897 and from that marriage was born 8 children, Marie Delorus (Dorothy), Joseph Nichols, Timothy, 

History of John Edward McCauley and Bridget “Walsh” 
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Rose Amelia, Charles Fredrick, Margaret Mildred, Bridget Helen and Mary Catherine.  John Edward 
McCauley died July 3, 1944.  His wife Bridget who was born on March 18, 1871 died 10 months after her 
husband at the home of their daughter Dorothy in Washington on Mother’s Day May 14, 1945. 
 
1. Marie Delorus (Dorothy) Mahan, was the first child born to John E. and Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley. She was born on September 9, 1898 on the family farm near corning.  Dorothy first went 
to the Corning schools and graduated from the 8th grade on May 30th 1914. She then moved to 
Washington working for room and board and graduated from St. Simon’s Academy the Class of 1918. 
 
Dorothy married James Mahan son of Thomas and Mary A. “Donahue” Mahan on May 1, 1922 at St. 
Patrick’s Church in Corning. It was a high mass at 8 o’clock on a Monday morning and Reverend 
James Shea officiated. Miss Mary Donohue was the maid of honor and Edward Walsh was the best 
man. Miss Mabel Groffard rendered a vocal solo and was accompanied by Miss Victoria Kellett. A 
dinner was served at the McCauley home for the immediate families. Monday evening a wedding 
dance was given at the Corning Hall in honor of the bride and groom.  To this marriage was born 
four children, James Andrew, Agnes Clare, Rose Mary, and Gertrude Mildred.   
 
James and Dorothy’s first born was James Andrew Mahan and he was born January 24, 1923. He was in 
the Army in WWII in the Battle of the Bulge and after the war he married Eleanor L. Burris Feb. 17, 
1947 and died May 22, 2002.   
 
The Mahan’s second child was Agnes Clare “Mahan” Watkins. She was born April 3, 1925 and she 
graduated from Alfordsville High School in 1943. She first married Thom Gipson March 5, 1946 and 
was later granted a divorce. She then married Fred L. Watkins April 12, 1949. Agnes worked with her 
husband at his car business. She is still living at the time of this article in Florida at 90 years of age. 
 
The third child was Rose Mary Mahan. She was born April 7, 1928 and she died in St. Louis 
September 25, 1949. 
 
The last born to James and Dorothy was Gertrude Mildred “Mahan” Hanson. She was born 
November 16, 1930. Her sister Agnes remembers that when she was born she came out screaming and 
her first “food” was a sugar sack in order to keep her quiet. She married James Calvin Hanson May 1, 
1954. Mildred and her husband both worked for the Airlines as ticket agents most of their lives. 
Mildred died on August 9, 2006. 
 
Dorothy was a very devout Catholic.  She said her rosary every morning and evening, just as her mother 
did. When they moved into town she was able to go to church every morning. She was a member of the 
St. Simon’s Church in Washington, IN. 
 
James Mahan was a farmer and farmed the family land in Pennyville. In their years together they lived 
many different places including the “Mahan” farm while James farmed the land for him and his 
siblings.  Dorothy through the years had many different jobs.  Dorothy’s daughter Agnes remembers that 
when they were small all of them would go blackberry picking. When they got their buckets full she 
would take them to Washington and all would go door to door selling them for fifty cents a gallon. 
Dorothy loved to sew quilts and made enough to give to her children, grandchildren, and even great-
grandchildren. This is a great legacy for which she will be remembered. Some of the j o b s  D orothy held 
were the Hencher Parachute Factory, a waitress in a restaurant, and she helped her son at his vegetable 
market in Washington on Highway 50. 
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James Mahan died December 31, 1972 and Dorothy moved to Sunset Towers in Washington. She later 
was moved to Eastgate Manor Nursing Home where she died July 16, 1986. She and her husband 
James are interned at St. John’s Cemetery in Washington Indiana. 
 
2. Joseph Nichols was the second child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley. He was born on August 
27, 1899 and passed away on November 29 of 1901.  As far as we know, he is buried at St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery. 
 
3. Timothy was the third child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley and he died at birth and no record 
of his birth or death. As far as we know, he is buried at St. Patrick’s Cemetery. 
 
4. Rose Amelia was the fourth child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  She was born on Oct. 12, 
1903 and died in Sept. 9, 1904.  As far as we know, she is buried at St. Patrick’s Cemetery. 
 
5. Charles Frederick was the fifth child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley. He was born on August 
8, 1905 and passed away in December 1, 1972 at the age of 67.  He married Evelyn Agnes Butcher on 
June 19, 1928 and they had six children, Laverne Ann, Wilma Jane, Thomas Charles, Ruth Carolyn, 
James Howard and Robert Joseph.   
 
Charlie retired as a shop supervisor for the Indianapolis Transit System after 42 years. He and his family 
was members of St. Catherine of Sienna Catholic Church and was a member of the Holy Name Society.  
His down fall came while crossing an icy street and fell & broke his hip and he was forced to retire.  Later 
they found cancer. Charlie and Evelyn loved to play cards and they had some hot card games with 
members of his family.  Charlie’s wife Evelyn worked at Bemis Brothers Bag CO., J.C. Penney’s, & 
Joann Fabrics. She loved cards as well and was a wonderful seamstress.  Evelyn made several outfits for 
her family members.   
 
6. Margaret Mildred (Sister Charlotte Ann) was the sixth Child of John and Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley and was born on October 26, 1907. Mildred was educated at the Corning School and then at St. 
Simon’s school for Girls at Washington.  She entered the convent at St. Mary’s The Woods in Terre 
Haute Indiana on February 2, 1928 and professed on August 15, 1930.  After she became a Providence 
Nun, she was very cheerful to everyone she came in contact with.  In her short life as a Nun, she was 
assigned to one of the primary grades at St. Mel School in Chicago where she did well as a teacher.  She 
was loved by her fellow Sister Companions and by her students.  Within a short time her health began to 
decline and she soon was diagnosed with TB.  She returned to St. Mary’s Infirmary in Terre Haute where 
she was given medical care and after a year was considered well enough to return to the classroom.  On 
August 5, 1933 she was assigned to St. Simon’s School in Washington Indiana.  She once again took on 
the task of teaching with diligence and a quiet cheerfulness.  She was instructed to take care of herself and 
to watch that she did so as not to over extend herself and she appeared to be in the best of health.  In April 
of 1934 Sister Charlotte Ann became very ill and so much so that she was anointed and brought back to 
St. Mary’s in Terre Haute by ambulance where she was suffering from meningitis.  She suffered greatly 
during this time and her family was called to her bedside.  According to the records by the Sisters of 
Providence there at St. Mary’s Sister Charlotte Ann suffered greatly over the next few weeks and at 9:10 
PM on May 1, 1934 Sister Charlotte Ann McCauley went to her heavenly reward.  Sister Charlotte Ann 
was just 27 years old when she passed away but had made a mark on whomever she met or wherever she 
went. I can remember my mother Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh talking about how they were called 
to her sister’s bedside and how painful it was to see her slip away.   
 
7. Helen Bridget McCauley was the seventh Child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  She was 
born on Nov. 29, 1910 and passed away on July 18, 1999.  Helen went to Corning School and after 
graduating from high school, she moved to Indianapolis to work.  Helen then married Alvin Bennett 
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Doyle on May 18, 1937 at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Corning and then returned to Indianapolis.  
She worked full time at J.F. Cruse Reality Co. for over 20 years and retired from there.  After retiring she 
was a Volunteer at St. Francis Hospital and Helen and her Husband Alvin took up bowling as a hobby. 
Alvin and Helen loved to square dance and Helen was a great seamstress and sewed all of her square 
dance outfits. Helen and Alvin always enjoyed playing cards and when they play Euchre with her sisters 
and their husbands, they had some dandy games that went well into the night.  They also played Bridge.  
Helen was an avid Pacer Basketball Fan. She had a season ticket and went to the games by herself. When 
she could not get there, she listened to every game on the radio.   She also followed her grand kids play 
sports and in 1984 when her Grandson Dan Boehm played in the Little League World Series in 
Williamsport, PA., she was there to cheer him on.  It so happened that her nephew Tim Kavanaugh was 
the Coach and his son Kevin was also on the team.  The story goes the umpires were kept on their toes.   
 
Helen and Alvin lived on 30th Street in Indianapolis before moving to 810 E. Raymond Street where they 
raised their seven children.  After the kids were raised they downsized their house and moved to 2 Gerry 
Court, Beech Grove.   Helen loved to shop but was a great manager of the finances.  Helen was a member 
of St. Catherine and St. Jude Catholic Churches in Indianapolis and went to church every day in her later 
years.  Helen was a devoted mother, calling her children daily to find out how everybody was doing.  She 
was a great communicator, keeping everyone informed of what activities was going on in each family.  
Helen always voted Democrat in all elections and sometimes in her later years, she and her sister 
Catherine did not always agree on this.   
 
Both Helen and her husband Alvin Doyle are buried in Calvary Cemetery on the south side of 
Indianapolis.   
 
8. Mary Catherine McCauley was the eighth Child of John and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.  She was 
born on June 2, 1913 and passed away on June 19, 2007.  She married Louis Kavanaugh Sr. on July 4, 
1936 and he passed away on March 5, 1990. From this marriage was born 10 children, John Louis, Robert 
Lee, Charles Albert, Timothy Edward, Mary Catherine, Louis Alvin Jr., David Bernard, Charlotte Ann, 
Stephen Michael and Mark Raymond. Both are buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery west of Montgomery.   
 
Catherine and Louie Kavanaugh Sr. were married at St. Patrick’s Church in Corning, Indiana on July 4, 
1936 which is south of Montgomery in between Glendale and Alfordsville.  Louis and Catherine lived on 
the family farm for about a year.  Their first child, John was born on the farm.  Their second son, Lee, was 
born in Lawrenceville, Illinois.  It was told that Dr. Briscoe Lett drove from Loogootee to Lawrenceville 
to deliver the Kavanaugh clan’s second child. Louis and Catherine then move back to Indiana where they 
bought the family farm from his parents, John and Mamie.  Louis Sr. and Catherine raised their 10 
children on the 86 acre family farm, on County Road 100 North in Daviess County.  Three more 
Kavanaugh’s were born on the family farm, Albert, Tim and the first girl Mary Kay.  Dr. Strange 
delivered Mary Kay. That was the only child he delivered of the Kavanaugh Clan as Doctor Lett was in 
the service at the time during WWII.  Dr. Lett delivered the other five children of Louis and Catherine at 
the Daviess County Hospital.  They were Louis Jr., Dave, Charlotte, Steve and Mark.  In all, 8 boys and 2 
girls were born to this union of Louis and Catherine.   
 
The Kavanaugh’s attended All Saints Catholic Church in Cannelburg. All the kids were baptized at All 
Saints.  The older kids made their First Communion at St. Peter’s in Montgomery where they attended St. 
Peter’s Catholic School.  The three youngest children made their First Communion at All Saint’s in 
Cannelburg.  All the Kavanaugh’s attended St. Peter’s Grade School in Montgomery and then went on to 
4 years of high school at Montgomery High School.  The only exception was the oldest child, John, who 
went to the first grade at the grade school in Cannelburg before transferring to St. Peter’s in Montgomery.  
Other exceptions were Mary Kay and Charlotte who attended high school at the Academy at Ferdinand 
run by the Benedictine Nuns.  Mary Kay then entered the convent and was there for eight years but left 
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just before she professed her final vows.  Albert went to St. Meinard for two years before finishing his last 
two years at Montgomery.  Louis Jr. went one semester before transferring back to MHS.  Dave, Steve 
and Mark all graduated from Barr-Reeve High School as Montgomery and Alfordsville consolidated in 
1966 to form Barr-Reeve.   
 
In 1961, Louis Sr. and Catherine celebrated their 25th Wedding Anniversary with a mass at All Saints and 
then a reception on the Family Farm which was open to all the family and neighbors.  The children of 
Louis Sr. and Catherine put together a 40th Anniversary celebration on July 4, 1976.  The celebration 
started with a Mass on Saturday evening at All Saints and then a Dinner at All Saints Hall just for the 
children and their families which now totaled 20 grandchildren along with Louis and Catherine’s brothers 
and sisters.  It just so happened that Louis Sr.’s brother Bernie Kavanaugh was married to Helen Webber 
on the same day back on July 4, 1936.  So when Bernie and Helen Kavanaugh showed up for the Special 
Anniversary Celebration they were also included as Guests of Honor.  Louis Sr. and Catherine also 
celebrated their 50th on July 4, 1986, with a Mass on Saturday afternoon at All Saints followed by a 
reception at All Saints Hall at Cannelburg which lasted into the night.  This reception was open to all the 
church friends as well as family which by this point the number of grand kids had grown to 27.   
 
Louis and Catherine lived out their lives on the family farm. Louis worked as a dragline operator before 
retiring at age 72.   Louis’s health gradually deteriorated and after  several years of fighting COPD, Louis 
Sr. died suddenly on Monday morning, March 5, 1990, at the age of 78.  He had just come home from the 
hospital on Saturday and seemed to be doing well.  He died peacefully in his sleep and was found by son 
Albert on Monday morning when he went to check on him.  His viewing was at the Titzer Funeral Home 
in Loogootee on the following Wednesday and the funeral was at All Saints Church in Cannelburg on 
Thursday morning at 10:30 with burial in St. Peters Cemetery.   
 
Catherine lived over 17 years after Louis Sr. passed away, living on the family farm. She was in relatively 
good health and was able to stay in her home with the help of a care giver.  Her health gradually declined 
and in the last few months she was not able to attend Sunday Mass.  On June 1, 2007 just a day before her 
94th Birthday she fell at home and was hospitalized with a broken foot.  Catherine did not recover from 
the effects of the fall.  On Tuesday morning, June 19th Catherine Kavanaugh passed away in the rehab 
unit of the Washington Nursing Center in Washington.  Her viewing took place at All Saints Church in 
Cannelburg on Friday afternoon, June 22.  On Saturday morning the funeral procession took her body to 
St. Peter’s in Montgomery where the funeral Mass took place.  She was buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery 
beside her husband.  There are now four generations of Kavanaugh’s buried in that cemetery.   
 
 
 
 
 

Thoughts and Remembrance of Grandparents: 
 
Below are thoughts and short stories that Brothers John and Albert remember about Grandpa and 
Grandma McCauley.  Our older brothers would be the only ones to remember our Grandparents as they 
died before many of us were born.  I am sure Brother Tim might have remembered some stories but we 
waited too late to write them down.   
 
Thoughts from John Kavanaugh: 
I remember when we got the news that Grandma McCauley died while staying at Aunt Dorothy’s at 
Washington.  As I recall, Grandma McCauley had stayed the week before at our house in the country and 
was not in good health.  She had just left the day before which was Mother’s Day and went with Aunt 
Dorothy to her house.  That night she got worse and they knew she was getting bad, but Grandma told 
them not to call Mom and have her come because Mom was expecting Louis Jr. at the time and Grandma 
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was spitting up blood and it was a bad omen for a pregnant women to see blood.  I can remember when 
Mom got the call on Monday morning that Grandma had died and could hear her crying.  Grandma 
McCauley was a very sweet women and was very kind and gentle.  She had a different personality from 
our Mom.  As I recall, our Mom was a lot like her Dad.  She was a strong figure and a leader and not 
afraid to tell you what to do and when to do it.  I can remember staying with Grandma McCauley on the 
weekends when Grandpa McCauley was either in the mental hospital or had passed away.  Grandma 
McCauley never asked me to do much to help her out and being a little kid I probably did as little as I 
could.  
 
Thoughts from Albert Kavanaugh: 
I can remember when I was a very little kid, I could not have been 4-5 years old, and I use to stay with 
Grandma McCauley where she lived on the Corning Road.  The house is gone now, it was torn down back 
in the 60’s or 70’s when they moved the Bennet house to where the McCauley house stood.  The Bennett 
house was moved from the Glendale Game Preserve.  I remember when I stayed with Grandma McCauley 
I would do chores for her and one thing that I remember that was very dangerous was that I would go to 
the well, take off the old rickety boards and dip a bucket down the well to get water.  Can you imagine 
how dangerous that would be for a kid to do today?   
 
Mildred Mahan Fall into Well 
My Brother John tells that Aunt Dorothy’s daughter Mildred actually fell through the boards into the well 
but they were able to rescue her.  When I went to verify that with Agnes Clare “Mahan” Watkins, she said 
Mildred fell in the well at the old Mahan place down near Penneyville and not at the Grandpa McCauley 
House.  According to Agnes, Mildred was jumping on the boards and they broke and down into the well 
she went.  According to Agnes Clare, there were stones sticking out from the walls and Mildred was able 
to hold on to until help arrived.  Mildred’s Dad, Jim Mahan realized that she was missing and went 
looking for her. He found the broken boards at the well and was able to encourage Mildred to hold on 
until he got a rope.  Her dad retrieved the rope, and Mildred was able to hold on to the rope and step her 
way up the side of the stones that protruded out from the wall of the well.  Needless to say Mildred and 
her dad were happy to see each other when she reached the top of the well.  According to my brother 
Albert, he thought the well was actually a cistern and not a well.  A cistern was squarer and larger but not 
as deep.  Whatever the case, it was a scary moment for Mildred and her family.  Agnes Clare said that 
anytime she would mention it to Mildred, she would burst into tears and did not want to talk about it. 
Mildred was 14 years old at the time of the incident.   
 
Mule Falls in Well at Grandpa McCauley’s 
Agnes Clare “Mahan” recalls the time that one of the mules fell into the well at Grandpa McCauley’s 
house.  Its back feet and rear end broke through the boards but the front legs were keeping the mule from 
going down into the well.  They tried to pull the mule forward but it would not budge as it was stuck.  So 
Grandpa McCauley had to get a block and tackle, tie it to the house or tree, and then little by little pulled 
the mule up out of the well.  Needless to say the mule stayed away from that well after that. 
 
Grandpa McCauley always liked to play cards and he would have some of the neighbors come up and 
play in the evening or on Sunday and play for hours.  Agnes Clare ‘Mahan” remembers Leo Colvin, Ed 
Walsh just to name a few that would be frequent card players at the McCauley house.  Grandma 
McCauley never played cards and probably for good reason.  They took the card playing way too serious 
for her. 
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The following was 
written by Agnes Clare 
“Mahan” Watkins in 
remembrance of her 
Grandparents John and 
Bridget “Walsh” Mc-
Cauley. Agnes was the 
daughter of Dorothy and 
James Mahan and 
Dorothy was the 
daughter of John and 
Bridget McCauley. 
Agnes spent a lot of time 
with her grandparents. 
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This is the Land owned by Timothy Kavanaugh, should be K 
not C. Louis Sr. bought this land and sold it in the 60’s. 

John-
Bridget 
McCauley 
Lived here 

Bridget’s 
Parents 
lived here. 

This is a Platte map from 1880 of the Northern part of Reeve Twp.  If you note where St. Patrick’s 
Church is, go straight north and you will see the road jogs left, later that road was actually 
straighten to go straight north and that meant the house where John/Bridget McCauley lived was 
actually moved because it was in the middle of the road.  My Mom (Catherine Kavanaugh) told us 
about that, but I think it was done before she was born in 1913.  Also note the Nicholas Walsh 
Property (80 acres) was across the road from where John/Bridget lived.  That was Bridget’s 
Parents (Nicholas & Catherine Walsh) and John & Bridget McCauley later acquired that land (80 
acres) as we found in a later map.   
Nolen Properties: You will note there is several properties owned by Nolen’s, I believe that is 
brothers/sister of Timothy/Margaret “Nolen” Kavanaugh.  The name Nolen  has also found to be 
spelled Nolan in several places just like Cavanaugh and Kavanaugh.  Depending on who was 
writing it at the time.  
The Property at the top of this Map owned by T Cavanaugh (40 Acres) was actually Timothy 
Kavanaugh and he sold that to my Dad, Louis Kavanaugh Sr. who held it for many years before 
selling it in the 60’s to a Mr. Collins who had an antique shop where Stop & Sea is now located.  
Mr. Collins later sold it to Charlie Newton and Denzil Fowler. I think Denzil later bought Charlie 
out and owned the entire 40 acres.  Denzil then built a house on northern corner on St. Patrick’s 
Road.   
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Record from the Corning School from Sept. 20 to Oct. 15 of 1920.  Below you can see 
the black dots that indicate Catherine grade-1, Helen grade-4 & Mildred grade-7 and 
Charlie grade-8.  McCauley children of John E. and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.   
Looks like they were about B Students.  Interesting reading. 
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Record from the Corning School from Nov. 14 to Dec. 11 of 1920.  Below you can 
see the black dots that indicate Catherine grade-1, Helen grade-4 & Mildred grade-
7 and Charlie grade-8.  McCauley children of John E. and Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley.   This was a one room school about 500 yards south of St. Patrick’s 
Church grounds. 
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Record from the Corning School from May 2 of 1922.  Below you can see the 
black dots that indicate Catherine promoted to grade-3, Helen promoted to 
grade-6 & Mildred promoted to but does not say what grade. Charlie not listed 
on this sheet.   This was a one room school about 500 yards south of St. 
Patrick’s Church grounds. 
 

The Teacher was Albert Gallagher, he was probably Judge Gallagher’s father.  
On these sheets, you can see many names from the past in the Corning area.   
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Left: Wedding Picture for James & Dorothy 
“McCauley” Mahan.  Picture taken on May 
1, 1922 in Washington, IN. Shown here are 
James & Dorothy (center) Left Ed Walsh Jr. 
Best Man and Right Mary Donahue, Maid of 
Honor.  They were married at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Corning by Fr. Shea. 

Right: Parents of James & Dorothy Mahan (L-
R), James’s Parents: Thomas & Mary Mahan, 
Center: Jim & Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan, 
Right: Dorothy’s Parents, Bridget & John E. 
McCauley.  Picture was taken on May 1, 1922. 

Above: Picture of 
James-Dorothy Ma-
han children; front: 
Mildred, (L-R) Rose-
mary, Agnes and Jim 
Jr.  Picture was taken 
in 1931. 

Above: Mahan Family in 1943.  Pictured 
here is the James & Dorothy Mahan family; 
Front, James, Dorothy, James Jr., Back, 
Mildred, Rosemary, Agnes Clare.  

Above: Picture of 
Agnes Clare, taken at 
her Graduation from 
High School in 1943. 

 
JAMES & DOROTHY “MCCAULEY” MAHAN FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 3A 
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Left: picture taken 
on Mother’s Day in 
May of 1955 at 
Mahan’s house on 
Everett Lane in 
Washington.  (L-R) 
Jim Sr. and Dorothy 
Mahan, Catherine 
& Louis Kavanaugh 
Sr. 

Above: picture of 
Mildred taken in the 
late 40s. 

Left: Jim & Dorothy 
Mahan Family. Mil-
dred, Dorothy, James 
Jr., James, Rosemary 
& Agnes Clare. 
Picture taken during 
WWII, 1944. 

Right: Jim Mahan 
Jr. (In Uniform) 
with Louis Sr. & 
Catherine Kavan-
augh Children, (L-
R) Albert, Lee, Jim 
Jr. holding Kay, 
Johnny & Tim.  
Picture was taken 
in Spring of 1944 at 
the John McCauley 
home place on 
Corning Road. 

Below: Mahan Girls, 
Mildred, Rosemary 
and Agnes. Picture 
was taken 1948 
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Left: Pictured here is James and Mildred 
Hanson of Indianapolis.  Mildred was the 
daughter of James and Dorothy “McCauley” 
Mahan.  This picture was taken in Nov. of 
1983.  James & Mildred lived in Indianapolis 
and had four children, John, Linda, Ronald 
and David. James passed away in 1998 and 
Mildred passed away in 2006.   

Right: Pictured here is James and Mildred 
“Mahan Hanson who raised their family in 
Indianapolis.  They had four children, John, Ron, 
David and Linda.  This picture was taken in 1988. 

Left: Pictured here is Fred & 
Agnes Watkins Family. From (L-
R) is Mike & his wife Jeanne, 
Fred, Agnes, Theresa & Jim 
Watkins and Mary Ann Watkins.  
Mike, Jim and Mary Ann were 
children of Fred and Agnes.  This 
picture was taken at the wedding 
of Jim and Theresa Watkins in 
1975.   
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Above: Fred & Agnes Watkins in 
1980. 

Left: the three Children of Fred & Agnes 
Watkins.  Mike in front, in back are Jim and 
Mary Ann. This picture was taken in 1990. 

Left: Shown here is Agnes 
Clair Watkins (right) at her 
Grandson’s Wedding in Sept. 
of 2016. Also pictured here is 
her Grandson Brent & his 
wife Catlin Watkins.  Brent is 
the son of Jim & Theresa 
Watkins.  Jim is Agnes’s Son.  
Agnes turned 92 on April 3 
of 2017. 
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Above: Picture of Jim and Eleanor’s Mahan 
Family:  Shown here is front (L-R) Jane, 
Eleanor, Jim, Bev, Middle row, Barb, Donna, 
Teresa, back is Pat and Dan.  Picture was 
taken at Jane’s back yard south of Washington. 
Picture was taken in 1991.   

Above: Pictured here are Jim and Eleanor 
“Burris” Mahan as they celebrate their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with their family on Feb. 
17, 1997 at St. Simon’s Church in Washington.  
(That Church is now called Our Lady of 
Hope.) Jim & Eleanor were married in that 
Church was married on Feb. 17, 1947.     

Left: Jim & 
Eleanor Mahan 
and their Children 
as Jim & Eleanor 
celebrate their 50th 
Wedding Anni-
versary.  Pictured 
here is front (L-R) 
Teresa, Donna, 
Eleanor, Jim, Jane. 
Back, Dan, Barb, 
Beverly and Pat.  
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Left: Shown here is the Jim (Junior) 
and Eleanor “Burris” Mahan Family.  
In Front is Eleanor and Jim, Second 
row: Teresa, Donna, Jane Third row: 
Pat, Barb, Beverly and Dan.  Jim and 
Eleanor raised their family in 
Washington and four of the girls still live 
there.  Jim Mahan was the son of Jim 
and Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan and 
Dorothy was a sister to my mother 
Catherine Kavanaugh.  Picture was 
taken sometime in 2001. Jim or 
“Junior,” as   he   was   known   by   his   
family   and friends, was not a real 
“Junior.”  He had  the  same  first  name  
as  his father but his middle name was 
different.  This did not stop them from 
calling him Junior. 

Right: Picture  taken early 90’s: Jim 
(Junior) and Eleanor Mahan 
Family;  Front: Eleanor & Jim, 
(Middle row) Jane, Teresa, Donna, 
Back row: Danny, Beverly, Pat and 
Barb.  Picture was taken at 
Jim/Eleanor’s house on Hwy 257 
South of Washington. 
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Left: Picture taken around 1898 
at the old Patrick Kelley Farm 
Southeast of Corning.  In this 
picture the woman on the left is 
Mary “Hagerty” “McCauley” 
Kelley.  Mary was John Edward 
McCauley’s mother. The woman 
on the right is Bridget “Walsh” 
McCauley, John Edward’s wife. 
The story was told by Dorothy 
“McCauley” Mahan that at the 
time this photo was taken Bridget 
was pregnant with Dorothy. It is 
believed this picture was taken at 
the Kelley Farm House East of St. 
Patrick’s Church near Corning.  
John E. McCauley’s Mother Mary 
“Hagerty” McCauley had 
remarried Patrick Kelley and this 
was their farm house. Dorothy 
related to her grandkids that she 
was born in this house. 

Left: Picture of the same house 
as above 75 years later. In this 
picture Dorothy “McCauley” 
(left) visits the home in which 
she was born in 1898. This 
picture was taken around 1975 
when she was taking her 
grandson Mike Watkins on a 
tour of the area. Mike took this 
picture.  This house was 
believed to belong to Patrick 
Kelley who Mary “Hagerty” 
McCauley married after her 
first husband John McCauley 
died in 1870. The other women 
in this picture was thought to 
be a neighbor. When looking at 
both pictures you can see that 
time has taken its toll on the 
old house. 

BEFORE AND AFTER. 
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Left: is the Tombstone for James and 
Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan which is in 
St. John’s Cemetery on the north side of 
Washington, Indiana.  Jim and Dorothy 
were parents of 4 Children, James 
Andrew, Agnes Clare Watkins, Rose Mary 
Mahan and Gertrude Mildred Hanson.  
Rose Mary’s name also appears on the 
tombstone as she died when she was 21 
years of age but there is also a separate 
tombstone for her as she is buried right 
beside her parents.  Jim, Dorothy and 
Rose Mary are buried on the on a hillside 
in the north side of the cemetery.   

Left: Obituary for 
James Mahan Sr. 
Born: Sept. 18, 1888, 
Died: Dec. 31, 1972 

Right:  a copy of the 
Obituary for Dorothy 
Mahan, who was the 
daughter of John E. 
McCauley and Bridget 
“Walsh” McCauley.  
She was born on Sept. 
9, 1898 and Died on 
July 16, 1986.  She was 
married to James 
Mahan and had four 
Children. 
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Right: Pictured is the 
tombstone for James A. and 
Eleanor “Burris” Mahan 
which is located in St. John’s 
Cemetery in Washington 
Indiana.  Jim and Eleanor 
had six children, Danny, 
Barbara, Carol, Pat, Teresa 
and Beverly.  Eleanor had 
one daughter from a previous 
marriage Donna Jo Gray.  
Eleanor’s first husband was 
killed in WW II.  Jim and 
Eleanor are buried on the 
east side of the Cemetery. 
Pictured below is the back of 
the tombstone with Jim’s 
Military Plaque on the back.   
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Below: Pictured is the Burial site and information for James & Mildred “Mahan” 
Hanson.  Both are buried in in the Lincoln Memorial Gardens in Whitestown, Indiana, 
north-west of Indianapolis.  James and Mildred had four children, John, Linda, Ron 
and David.  As you can see they are buried in a mausoleum. Mildred was the daughter 
of James and Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan of Washington Indiana. 

Page 276



 
 

 
 

Left: the plaque on Fred Watkins grave.  He 
was married to Agnes Clare “Mahan” Watkins 
and they had three Children, Michael, Mary 
Ann and Jim.  The plaque lays flat on the 
ground.  Fred is buried in the Skyway 
Memorial Gardens north of Bradenton 
Florida.  Pictured Left is the sign as you enter 
the cemetery.   
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Above: Pictured is Bob McCauley ready 
for his High School Graduation with his 
Dad Charles McCauley.  Picture was 
taken in the spring of 1967 at the 
McCauley house on Cromer Ave. in 
Indianapolis.   

Above: Picture is Charles McCauley as 
he receives a gas can for Father’s Day in 
1971.  He is sitting on his front porch on 
Comer Ave. in Indianapolis. 

Left: Pictured are 
Charlie and 
Evelyn (Butcher) 
McCauley in front 
of Louis Sr. and 
Catherine’s farm 
home near Can-
nelburg.  Not sure 
when the picture 
was taken but 
could be in the 
middle 1930’s   

Above: Pictured are Charlie and 
Evelyn (Butcher) McCauley in 
front of the fountain in Garfield 
Park on the South side of 
Indianapolis.  Not too far from 
their home on Comer Ave.   

 
CHARLES & EVELYN “BUTCHER” MCCAULEY 

CHAPTER – 3B 
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Above: Picture of Charlie & Evelyn 
McCauley’s Family.  Shown here are Front (L-
R): Ted (Son-In Law) & Janie Boatman, 
Charlie, Evelyn, Bob, Laverne, Tommy, Back: 
Howard and Ruthie. Picture was taken in front 
of their house in Indianapolis sometime in the 
early 60’s. 

Right: Picture of 
Evelyn that was taken 
in the late 60’s for a 
church directory 

Left: Picture 
was taken in 
Charlie’s home 
sometime in the 
60’s. 

Below: Picture taken on Evelyn’s 
McCauley’s 80th Birthday in Indianapolis 
with her three daughters.  Shown here are (L-
R) Front, Evelyn and Lavern, Back Row (L-
R) Janie and Ruthie. 

Above: Picture taken on Evelyn’s McCauley’s 
80th Birthday in Indianapolis with her three sons.  
Shown here in front is Evelyn, Back Row (L-R) 
Tommy, Bob and Howard. 
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Left: Picture on the was taken 
at Evelyn McCauley’s  80th 
Birthday  on the north side of 
Indianapolis with her six 
Children.  Shown here (L-R) 
Ruthie, Laverne, Evelyn, 
Janie. Back row are Bob, 
Howard and Tommy.  Picture 
was taken in December of 
1986. 

Above: Picture of Janie, Catherine, Evelyn and Ruthie at 
Catherine’s 80th birthday in June of 1993 at All Saints Hall in 
Cannelburg IN. 
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Above: Pictured is the tombstone for Charles & Evelyn “Butcher” McCauley 
who are buried in Calvary Cemetery on the south side of Indianapolis.  
Charles and Evelyn had six children, Laverne, Janie, Tommy, Ruthie, Howard 
and Bob.  They are buried in the southern part of the Cemetery. This is a flat 
stone that lays on the ground.  Charlie was the son of John E. and Bridget 
“Walsh” McCauley.  

Obituary for Charles 
McCauley, son of 
John E.  & Bridget 
“Walsh” McCauley 
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Burial Information for Thomas McCauley, Son of Charles & Evelyn “Butcher” 
McCauley 
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Left: Alvin & Helen 
“McCauley” on their 
wedding day on May 
18, 1937.  Also shown 
are Helen’s parents, 
John Edward (left) 
and Bridget (right).  
The couple were mar-
ried in St. Patrick’s 
Church in Corning. 

Above: Pictured was taken on May 18, 1937 of 
Helen “McCauley” and Alvin Doyle on their 
wedding day with the priest that married them 
Father Forest Strange. 

Left: Picture Helen 
“McCauley” Doyle 
in 1928.  Right: 
Helen McCauley & 
Alvin Doyle taken 
in St. Louis in 1935. 
Picture Lower left: 
Helen McCauley & 
Alvin Doyle around 
1935. 

Above: Alvin/Helen Doyle’s  Children: 
Jerry, Charlotte, Jack and Ann on 
Charlotte’s Lap. Picture taken in 1945 at 
their home. 

 
ALVIN & HELEN (MCCAULEY) DOYLE FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 3C 
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Above: Picture of Helen Doyle, Catherine 
Kavanaugh and Charlie McCauley at Helen’s 
House in Indianapolis about 1953.  

Above: Picture of Charlie & Evelyn 
McCauley, Alvin Doyle, Catherine & Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. at Helen/Alvin Doyle’s home in 
Indianapolis about 1953 

Above: Picture front L-R, Richard, Alvin, 
Barbara, Helen, Mary Ann, back: Jack, 
Jerry, Charlotte, Ann. Picture taken in 1954. 

Above: Picture front L-R: Charlotte, Helen, 
Alvin, Barbara, back: Richard, Mary Ann, 
Jack, Ann, Jerry. Picture taken in 1964. 
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Right: Picture Front (L-R), Charlotte, 
Helen, Alvin, Barbara. Back (L-R): 
Richard, Mary, Jack, Ann, Jerry.  
Picture taken in 1981. 
 

Right: Picture (L-R) of Catherine 
Kavanaugh, her sister Helen Doyle 
and their sister in-law Evelyn 
McCauley.  Picture taken around 
1998.  Helen died in 1999, Evelyn in 
2000 and Catherine in 2007. Catherine 
and Helen always treated Evelyn more 
as a sister rather than a sister in-law. 

Left: Pictured (2007) is the Alvin & Helen 
Doyle Family: Front (L-R): Richard, 
Jerry, Jack. Back (L-R): Mary, Charlotte, 
Ann, Barbara.  
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Below: The picture of Helen “McCauley” Doyle around 80 years of age.  The 
Obituary was in the Indianapolis Star when she passed away on July 18, 1999.   

Above: Pictured is the tombstone for Alvin & Helen “McCauley” Doyle who are 
buried in Calvary Cemetery on the south side of Indianapolis. Alvin & Helen had 
seven children, Charlotte, Jerry, Jack, Anne, Richard, Mary and Barb. They are 
buried in the southern part of the Cemetery. This is a flat stone that lays on the 
ground.  Helen Doyle was the daughter of John E. and Bridget “Walsh” McCauley.   
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Death Certificate for Helen B. “McCauley” Doyle, 
Born: Nov. 29, 1910, Died July 18, 1999 
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Left: Pictured are John and Mary 
“Hagerty” McCauley. John was 
born on Mary 3, 1830 and died on 
Aug. 7, 1870 in Martin County.  
John is buried in St. Rose Cemetery, 
Mt. Pleasant community, southeast 
of Loogootee. Mary Hagerty is 
buried in St. Martin’s Cemetery in 
Whitfield south of Loogootee with 
her maiden name on the tombstone.  
Mary was born on May 3 1832 and 
she died on Sept. 27 1905.  John and 
Mary had eight children before 
John’s passing.  Children born to 
this marriage was Charles, Patrick, 
Mary Elizabeth Craney, Bridget 
(Never Married), Theresa McDon-
ald, Henry, John Edward, Margaret 
Jones. After John McCauley’s 
Death, Mary remarried Patrick 
Kelley on May 7, 1877 but she is not 
buried with her second husband.   

Left: Tombstone of John McCauley, located in 
the old St. Rose Cemetery in the Mt. Pleasant 
Community.  This community was abandoned after 
a plague hit the area killing many of the residents.  
It is not known if John McCauley was one of those 
victims.  It is suspected that this is the reason why 
his wife was not buried in this cemetery.  The story 
has been passed down that many buildings were 
burned down in order to try to prevent the disease 
from spreading.  John’s father and mother are 
also buried in this cemetery. Written on the 
Tombstone is:  

John McCauley, Mar. 30, 1830, 
Aug. 7, 1870. Mary His wife. 

 
JOHN AND MARY “HAGERTY” MCCAULEY 

CHAPTER – 3D 
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Above:  picture of Mary Hagerty. Not sure 
when this picture was taken.   

Above: Pictured is the Tombstone for Mary 
Hagerty.  On the Tombstone it has the name 
Haigerty but it is actually Hagerty.  She is buried 
at St. Martin’s Cemetery and John is buried at St. 
Rose Cemetery.   

Above are three of the eight children of John 
and Mary “Hagerty” McCauley.  Shown here 
are (L-R) Anastasia & her husband Henry 
McCauley, Bridget & John McCauley, Theresa 
“McCauley” & her Husband John McDonald. 

Above (L-R) are John McCauley, Theresa 
“McCauley” McDonald and Henry 
McCauley.  The picture may have been taken 
when Henry and Theresa’s family visited the 
Corning area from their home in St. Louis Mo.  
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Left: Pictured here is the Tombstone for Charles 
McCauley as it lies on the ground partially covered by 
grass/dirt in St. Rose’s Cemetery.  Charles was 
married to Mary (not sure of her maiden name) and 
they lived in the Mt. Pleasant area.   Charles and 
Mary’s children were John, Elizabeth, Mary, 
Katherine, Henry, Matilda and Charles D. McCauley.  
There were three sons and four daughters.  
    

Charles was born in Ireland in 1800 and died in 1864 
at the age of 63. 
 

Wording on the Tombstone: Charles, Husband of 
Mary McCauley, Died Sept. 6, 1864. Died 63 Years  
That would have put his date of birth around 1801. 
Charles McCauley was the father of John McCauley 
who had a son John Edward McCauley who had a 
daughter Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh who was 
my Mother.   
By Louie Kavanaugh Jr. 

Left: Mary McCauley (Wife of 
Charles McCauley) was born in 1810 
in Ireland and died in 1871.  She is 
buried at St. Rose’s Cemetery at Mt. 
Pleasant Community.  It reads, MARY                                                                              
Wife of Charles McCauley. Died  Aug 
21, 1878; AGE 69 
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Left: the tombstone for Mary Liz 
“McCauley” Craney who was born 
in March of 1858 or 59, and died on 
June 5 of 1932. Her husband Thomas 
Craney was born in 1852 and died in 
1904.  Mary Liz was the daughter of 
John and Mary “Hagerty” 
McCauley.  The Craneys are buried 
in St. Martin’s Cemetery near 
Whitfield.  Mary Liz and Thomas 
Craney had eight children, Mary D., 
Charles, John B., Genevieve, Zeno, 
Thomas A., Celestine and Ann.  Mary 
Liz and Thomas Craney are buried in 
St. Martin’s Cemetery near Whitfield. 

Burial of Decedents of John McCauley  
& Mary “Hagerty” McCauley, Kelley 

Parents: John McCauley , Buried in St. Rose’s Cemetery, Loogootee, In. 
Mary “Hagerty” McCauley, Kelley, Buried at St. Martin’s Cemetery, Whitfield, In. 

Patrick Kelley, (Second Husband of Mary Hagerty) Buried at ???? 
Children 
1. Charles McCauley Buried ???? 
2. Patrick McCauley &Theresa Jane Arvin, Buried at St. Martin’s Cemetery, Whitfield, In. 
3. Mary Elizabeth McCauley & Thomas Craney, Buried at St. Martin’s Cemetery, 

Whitfield, In. 
4. Bridget McCauley, Buried at St. Martin’s Cemetery, Whitfield, In. 
5. Theresa McCauley & John McDonald, Buried at Mount Carmel Cemetery, Belleville, IL. 
6. Henry McCauley & Bridget Kirby, Buried at Calvary  Cemetery, St. Louis, Mo. 

Anastasia Buckley, (First Wife of Henry McCauley, Buried at St. Patrick’s Corning, In. 
7. John E. McCauley & Bridget Walsh, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
8. Margaret McCauley & William Jones, Buried at Calvary  Cemetery, St. Louis, Mo. 

Page 295



 
 

 
  
Right: the tombstone of Patrick 
McCauley who was born in 1856 
and died in 1929.  His wife Theresa 
“Arvin” McCauley was born in 
1858 and died in 1945.  Both are 
buried in St. Martin’s Cemetery 
near Whitfield.  Patrick was the son 
of John and Mary “Hagerty” 
McCauley. They had five children, 
Norbert, Mary, Veronica, and twins 
Thomas Ligouri and Charles 
Ignatius.  I believe that Thomas 
Ligouri married Corean “Walsh” 
McCauley. 

Above:  the tombstone for Corean and Thomas Ligouri McCauley and their daughter Judith 
Ann.  Ligouri was born in 1892 and died in 1966.  Corean was born in 1901 and died in 1996.  
Their daughter Judith was born in 1940 and died in 1950.  Mom was a cousin to Corean on the 
Walsh side of the family and Ligouri was a cousin on the McCauley side of the family.  We 
always referred to Corean as Aunt Corean as Mom said she was more of an Aunt to her than a 
cousin.  Mom always spoke highly of Aunt Corean and was always included to family 
gathering even in her older years.  I remember taking Mom and Dad to the funeral of Ligouri 
in the fall of 1966.  Ligouri and Corean are buried in Holy Cross/St. Joseph Cemetery in south 
part of Indianapolis. Ligouri’s Parents were Patrick & Jane “Arvin” McCauley. Corean’s 
Parents were Edward P. Walsh & Ellen “Murphy” Nolan Walsh.  Corean’s Mother was 
married to a Nolan and he passed away and she married Edward P. Walsh.    
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Henry James & Bridget McCauley 
 

Birth: Oct. 8, 1866, Indiana, USA 
Death: Apr. 24, 1941 
 

Son of John and Mary (nee' Haigerty) O'Brien  
Occupation: Grading Contractor 
Resided: 1522 Tamm Avenue, Saint Louis, Missouri 
Husband of Bridget  
Died of a heart attack in Saint Louis, Missouri  
 Burial: Calvary Cemetery and Mausoleum Saint Louis 
St. Louis City, Missouri, USA 
 

Created by: Missouri Duv,  
Record added: Jul 28, 2008  
Find A Grave Memorial# 28594414 

Bridget “Kirby” McCauley 
 

Birth:  Apr. 29, 1882, Ireland 
Death: Jun. 7, 1952, Maplewood, St. Louis County, MO, USA 
Wife of Henry 
Mother of John Joseph McCauley  
Resided: 2615 Lyle, Maplewood, MO. 7 years before death 
Died of Metastatic Cancer of breast  
Burial: Calvary Cemetery and Mausoleum Saint Louis, St. 
Louis, Missouri, USA 
  

Created by: Missouri Duv 
Record added: Jul 28, 2008  
Find A Grave Memorial# 28594562 

Left: is the tombstone of Veronica 
McCauley, daughter of Patrick and Theresa 
Jane Arvin McCauley.  Veronica was born 
Nov. 11, 1887 and died Dec. 16, 1955.  
Veronica was a Sister to Norbert, Mary and 
twins Ligouri and Ignatius McCauley.  
Veronica is buried at St. Martin’s Cemetery 
in Whitfield.  Veronica would have been a 
first cousin to my mother Catherine 
Kavanaugh. Veronica’s brother Ligouri was 
married to Corean Walsh McCauley. We 
called her Aunt Corean. 
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Left & Right: Shown here is 
the tombstone for Anastasia 
Buckley who was the first wife 
of Henry McCauley.  She died 
at the age of 34.  She was 
born about 1866 and died on 
Feb. 5, 1900.  Henry and 
Anastasia had no children.  
Henry remarried Bridget 
Kirby and moved to St. Louis, 
Mo. and they had 4 children.  
Henry was a brother to John 
E. McCauley which was my 
Grandfather. Anastasia 
Buckley is buried in St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery in 
Corning. 

Left is the tombstone of Bridget McCauley, 
daughter of John and Mary “Hagerty” 
McCauley.  It is hard to read but see right 
where a close up picture was taken.  Bridget 
was born June 2, 1861 and died June 18, 1912. 
Bridget lived in St. Louis with relatives and 
died of cancer but was brought back and buried 
at St. Martin’s Cemetery in Whitfield.  She was 
never married. She was a sister to my Grand 
Father John E. McCauley.  

John Joseph McCauley 
 

Son of Henry-Bridget “Kirby” McCauley 
Birth:  Mar. 28, 1918 
Death:  Nov. 28, 1944 

  

Missouri: Pvt 1 CL 60 Bomb Sq AAF    

Burial: Calvary Cemetery and Mausoleum  
St. Louis City, Missouri, USA 

   

Created by: Missouri Duv 
Record added: Jul 28, 2008  
Find A Grave Memorial# 28594414 
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Pictured left is the info. found for 
Catherine Teresa “McCauley” who 
married John McDonald and lived 
in the St. Louis area.  Teresa was 
born on May 17, 1863 and died on 
May 18, 1942 and John McDonald 
was born on June 28, 1863 and died 
on Dec. 29, 1936.  They are buried 
in Mt. Carmel Cemetery Belleville, 
Ill.  They had 7 children: Gertrude, 
John, Mary, Cletus, Clotida, 
Bernadine and an infant who died at 
birth. Teresa “McCauley” 
McDonald was a sister to my 
Grandfather John E. McCauley.   

Above is the tombstone of 
Euphronius and her husband Edgar 
Reidelberger.  Euphronius was a 
daughter of William & Margaret 
Jones and they are buried in the same 
cemetery plot as her parents in 
Calvary Cemetery in St. Louis MO. 
Edgar was born in 1905 and died in 
1970 and Euphronius was born in 
1903 and died in 1985.  
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Above the tombstone for Henry McCauley (1845-1925) 
and his wife Elenora “Patterson” (1855-1933) and their 
two sons William (1873-1914) and Leo (1888-1958).  
Henry was an Uncle to John E. McCauley, My 
Grandfather.  Henry and my Great Grandfather were 
brothers.  Henry and his wife Elenora are buried at St. 
Martin’s Cemetery in Whitfield.  Their two sons are 
buried there as well.   

Above is the tombstone for William Jones who was the 
husband of Margaret “McCauley.  They moved to St. 
Louis and are buried in Calvary Cemetery.  William was 
born July 5, 1864 and died on Mar. 14, 1955 at the age of 
90.  Margaret his wife was born on Oct. 1876 and died on 
June 3, 1933. They had three Children, Delphina, 
Euphronius and Camilla.  Their daughter Euphronius and 
her Husband Edgar Reidelberger are buried in the same 
plot there in the cemetery.  Margaret “McCauley” Jones 
was a sister to my Grandfather John E. McCauley.  

Above: the tombstone for Agnes M. 
McCauley who was the daughter of 
Henry and Elenora “Patterson” 
McCauley.  Agnes was born Dec. 13, 
1890 and died Oct. 2, 1972.  She is 
buried in St. Martin’s Cemetery in 
Whitfield. Agnes’s dad Henry and 
John E. McCauley’s Dad (John Sr.) 
were brothers so Agnes was a 1st 
cousin to John E. my Grandfather. 
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Left: This is the Death Certificate 
for Catherine Walsh, the wife of 
Nicholas Walsh, Mother of Bridget 
Walsh who was Grandmother to 
Louis Kavanaugh Jr. Catherine 
“Mahoney” Walsh was Born in 
Ireland on Dec. 24, 1835 and Died 
on July 9, 1912. 

Right: Death Certificate for 
Timothy Walsh who died on Aug. 
27, 1901. Timothy was born in 
Feb. of 1874 and was the son of 
Nicholas and Catherine 
“Mahoney” Walsh. This Record is 
courtesy of Ancestry.com 
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The Following was in the local Newspapers on the Death of Catherine Walsh, who was the 
mother of Bridget “Walsh” McCauley of Corning. By Louis Kavanaugh Jr. with Information 
supplied by Mary Ann Watkins 
 

Also printed information was found in the old newspaper concerning a correction on the death 
of Nicholas Walsh, which was Catherine’s Walsh’s Husband. There were no headlines just 
mixed in with a column in the newspaper so we have added a headline and retyped it but left the 
information the same.  It was hard to read the newspaper as it was from the 1900’s. 
 
 
  

Mrs. Catherine Walsh Passed Away at 
Corning 

Mrs. Catherine Walsh, a well know and 
highly respected woman died Tuesday night 
at 9 o’clock at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
John McCauley, one mile north of Corning. 

Mrs. Walsh was in apparently good 
health and ate supper.  Shortly after she was 
attacked by a severe pain in her heart and life 
lasted but a short time.  Mrs. Walsh was born 
in County Cork, Ireland, in 1838 and when a 
young women came to Cincinnati and from 
there she and her husband, Nicholas Walsh, 
came to Daviess County and have lived here 
ever since.  Mrs. Walsh leaves four children 
to mourn her death besides a large circle of 
friends.  Her Children are Edward Walsh, 
Mrs. Rodger Conlon, Nicholas Walsh of  
Washington, and Mrs. John McCauley, where 
she has been making her home for several 
years.  Funeral services Thursday morning at 
St. Patricks Church, burial in adjacent 
cemetery.  (Article from the Washington 
Times Herald, July 11, 1912) 

Correction the Daviess County 
Democrat,  June 11, 1904 
 

Correction on Nicholas Walsh Passing 
In our write-up last week 

regarding the death of Nicholas Walsh, 
we were mistaken in a few notes so offer 
the following. Nicholas Walsh was born 
in Parish Gordon, County Kilkenny, 
Ireland and at the age of 18 came to this 
country and with his brother James 
engaged in business at Cincinnati where 
he remained until 1865.  He then settled 
in Reeve Township and followed farming 
as a vocation until his health failed him 
recently.  
 

Burial of Decedents of Nicholas and Catherine “Mahoney” Walsh 
Parents: Nicholas & Catherine Walsh, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 

Children 
1. Edward P. Walsh and Bridget Cullivan, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 

Ellen “Murphy” Nolan,  (Second  Wife of Edward P. Walsh), Buried at St. Peters’s Montgomery, In. 
2. James Walsh, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
3. Anastasia Walsh & Roger Colon, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
4. Mary Ellen Walsh & George Grannan, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
5. Margaret D. Walsh & Daniel Brewer, Unmarked grave, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
6. Bridget Walsh & John E. McCauley, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
7. Timothy Walsh, Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Corning, In. 
8. Nicholas Walsh & Hannah Murphy Buried at ???? 
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Side-2, Info. on Mother 
Catherine Walsh 

Side-3, Info. on son James 
Walsh 
 

Above: Pictures of Nicholas & Catherine “Mahoney” Walsh Tombstone and also side-3 marks 
the stone for their son James who died at the age of 36 and side 4 the stone for their son Timothy 
who died at the age of 28. Nicholas and Catherine “Mahoney” Walsh moved to the area in the 
early 1860’s and raised their family in the Corning area.  Nicholas and Catherine had 8 children, 
Edward P., James, Anastasia, Mary Ellen, Margaret, Bridget “Walsh” McCauley (this writer’s 
Grandmother) Timothy and Nicholas.  Nicholas and Catherine and son James is buried in St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery in Corning.   

Left: Full View of 
Tombstone for 
Walsh Family. 
Right: Side-1, 
Info. on Nicholas 
Walsh 
 

Side-4, Info on son Timothy 
Walsh.    

Page 304



 
 

 
  

Above: the tombstone for 
Edward P. Walsh and 
Bridget “Cullivan”.   Edward 
Walsh is the son of Nicholas 
& Catherine “Mahoney” 
Walsh. Edward and Bridget 
Cullivan had one child and 
that was Edward F. Walsh. 
Edward & Bridget Walsh is 
buried in St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery.  After Bridget 
passed away, Edward P. 
Walsh married Ellen 
“Murphy” Nolan. 

Left the tombstone of Ellen 
“Murphy” Nolan Walsh, the 
2nd wife of Edward P. Walsh.  
When Edward’s first wife 
passed away, he then married 
Ellen “Murphy” Nolan and 
they had three more children, 
Katherine, Corean and 
Charles.  Ellen Walsh is 
buried in St. Peters Cemetery 
in the middle section.  Edward 
P. & Bridget Walsh are 
buried in St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery. Did not know what 
was the name of Ellen’s first 
husband other than his last 
name was Nolan. 

Above is the tombstone 
for George Grannan 
who married to Mary 
Ellen “Walsh”.  George 
was born in 1853 and 
died in 1913.  He is 
buried in St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery. 

Above is the tombstone for 
Mary Ellen “Walsh” 
Grannan.  She was born on 
May 21, 1866 and died on 
Dec. 8, 1888 at the age of 22. 
She is buried in St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery.  Mary Ellen was a 
sister to my Grandmother 
Bridget “Walsh” McCauley. 

Above: is an obituary for George 
Grannan who died on Jan. 22, 
1913 
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Left: the tombstone for Roger and 
Anastasia “Walsh” Conlon.  Anastasia 
was born in 1867 and died in 1939 
while Roger was born in 1846 and died 
in 1915.  Roger and Anastasia had 4 
children, Bernard, Loretta, Leo and 
Timothy. Anastasia was the daughter of 
Nicholas and Catherine Walsh. Roger 
and Anastasia are buried at St. 
Patrick’s Cemetery in Corning.   

 Above is the Tombstone of Edward F. and Mary “Smith” 
Walsh who are buried in the old section of St. John’s 
Cemetery in Washington, Indiana.  Edward F. Walsh was 
born on Oct. 1, 1887 and died on Jan. 6, 1976.  Edward F. 
married Mary Smith on Sept. 8, 1924.  I was a pallbearer 
for Ed Walsh.  Edward F. Walsh was the son of Edward P. 
& Bridget “Cullivan” Walsh and Edward P. Walsh was a 
brother to my Grandmother Bridget “Walsh” McCauley. 
Edward F. & Mary “Smith” had four children including 
an infant buried here Joseph L. born and died on Sept. 11, 
1926,as well as sons Paul J. and  William, and one 
daughter Delores. 

Above: Obituary for 
Edward F. Walsh, who 
died on Jan. 6, 1976 was 
the son of Edward P. & 
Bridget “Cullivan” Walsh. 
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Burial Information on  

Margaret "Maggie" Walsh &  
Her Husband, Daniel Brewer 

Buried at St. Patrick’s Cemetery  
in an Unmarked Grave. 

Margaret: Born Sept. 1870, Died Mar. 17, 1904 
Daniel Brewer: Born 1837, Died Sept. 10, 1902 

Note: Margaret had conflicting dates of her birth, 1870 and 1871. In records 
of the Cemetery at St. Patrick’s Cemetery, it showed she was 33 years old at 
the time of her death. If she was born in Sept. of 1870 and died in March of 
1904, she would have been 33 years of age at the time of her death.  Below 
find a grave.com showed her death in 1871 and do not believe that to be 
correct. In the record of St. Patrick’s Cemetery it listed them as no marker on 
grave site and we do not know what part of the Cemetery they were buried in.  
We did not find any children listed for Margaret and Daniel Brewer. 

Info. from Find-A-Grave.com 
Birth:  1871 
Death:  Mar. 17, 1904, Daviess County, Indiana, USA 
   
Burial: Saint Patrick Cemetery, Corning,  Daviess County, Indiana, USA 
  
Created by: Wilton Golson 
Record added: Dec 29, 2011  
Find A Grave Memorial# 82633937 
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Left: Pictured are the Men 
who attended the Mc-
Cauley Reunion in 1965. 
Shown here is (L-R) front 
row: Ligouri McCauley, 
Charlie McCauley, Ignatius 
McCauley, James Mahan, 
Back row: Howard 
McCauley, Not sure??, 
Ralph Brothers, Bob 
McCauley, (???, I think 
this was Ligouri & Corean 
son), Tommy McCauley 
and Alvin Doyle.  Howard, 
Bob and Tommy were sons 
of Charlie McCauley.  
Ligouri and Ignatius were 
twin brothers, cousins to 
Charlie and their Dads 
were brothers. 

Right: Shown here are the 
women who attended the 
McCauley Reunion in 1965.  In 
Front (L-R) Janie “McCauley” 
Boatman, Not sure???, Lavern 
“McCauley” Brothers, Mildred 
Hanson, Agnes Watkins and 
Evelyn McCauley. In back (L-R) 
Ruthie McCauley, Helen 
“McCauley” Doyle, Corean 
McCauley, not sure of the next 
two ladies and last one is 
Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan. 
Of the two ladies in back, one 
could be Ignatius wife. The 
reunion was held at Garfield 
Park on the south side of 
Indianapolis.   

 
MCCAULEY REUNIONS 

CHAPTER – 3F 

1965 
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Left: McCauley Cousins:  Taken at the 
Reunion in 1965, Front row (L-R) Janie 
“McCauley” Boatman, Lavern 
“McCauley” Brothers, Agnes “Mahan” 
Watkins, Mildred “Mahan” Hanson, Middle 
Row, Anne Doyle, Charlotte Doyle, Mary 
Doyle, Ruthie McCauley, Back row, Tommy 
McCauley, Howard McCauley, Richard 
Doyle and Bob Doyle. One of the parents of 
these young people was decedents of a 
McCauley.  

Right: The Grandkids at the McCauley Reunion in 1965:  Not 
able to ID all of the kids in this picture but we do know several 
are Charlie McCauley’s Grandkids and Dorothy “McCauley” 
Mahan’s Grandkids. Mildred “Mahan” & James Hanson’s 
kids are Linda (Far left back row with frilly kind of top, then to 
her left are Mary Ann Watkins, Mike Watkins, then I think 
Jimmy Watkins, John Hanson is in front of Mike and we think 
Dave Hanson is far left front with ball bat and Ron Hanson is 
4th from left.  I presume the rest of the kids are Charlie & 
Evelyn’s McCauley’s Grand Kids.   

Above: In this picture is 
Mildred “Mahan” Hanson 
holding son David at the 
McCauley Reunion in 1965.   
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Left: The Older McCauley 
Generation at the 1981 McCauley 
Reunion:  Picture here sitting are 
(L-R) Helen “McCauley” Doyle, 
(her husband Alvin Doyle standing 
behind her) Evelyn McCauley, wife 
of Charles McCauley (Husband 
had passed away at that time) 
Dorothy “McCauley” Mahan, 
(Husband Jim had passed away) 
Catherine “McCauley” Kavan-
augh, (Husband Louis Sr. standing 
behind Her) and Corean “Walsh” 
McCauley (Husband Ligouri had 
passed away).  Dorothy Mahan, 
Helen Doyle and Catherine 
Kavanaugh were Sisters, Evelyn 
McCauley was a Sister In-Law and 
Corean was a first cousin.   

Right: Dorothy “McCauley” 
Mahan Family:  Picture here in 
front row, Agnes “Mahan” 
Watkins, Mildred “Mahan” 
Hanson, Dorothy “McCauley” 
Mahan, Jim (Junior) Mahan, his 
wife Eleanor, back row, (L-R) 
David Hanson, Fred Watkins, 
James Hanson, Linda, Kathy & 
John Hanson.  (Kathy was John’s 
first Wife).   
 
 

MCCAULEY REUNION HELD AT HOLY SPIRIT PARISH  
CENTER IN THE SUMMER OF 1981 
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Above: Catherine “McCauley” Kavanaugh Family: In front row(L-R), little children sitting:  
Shane Lewinski, Jim, Brian, Julie Andres, Janet Andres, Shannon Lewinski, Kristi(in walker), 
Kara, 2nd row kneeling: (L-R) Jason, Louie III, Mark, Tim, Jeff, Debbie, Cathy, Sheri, Kevin, 
Shawn Lewinski, David, Michael, Scott, 3rd row: (L-R) Tim, Albert, Lee, John, Catherine, Louis 
Sr., Kay Andres, Louis Jr. holding John Paul, David, Charlotte, Mark, 4th row: (L-R) Joan, Irma, 
Donna, Steve, Dave Andres, Liz, Cleta, Jerry Lewinski, Clara.  Note: If you see just first name, 
then their last name is Kavanaugh. 

Left: Picture was taken at the 
McCauley Family Reunion in 1981.  
This is the Charles and Evelyn 
“Butcher” McCauley Family.  Uncle 
Charlie had passed away years 
earlier but this is part of his family. 
Pictured here sitting down in front 
Mike Boatman, son of Ted, (Sitting in 
chairs) Laverne “McCauley” 
Brothers, Evelyn (Butcher) 
McCauley, Janie “McCauley” 
Boatman, Ruthie McCauley, Back 
row Chip Brothers, Ralph Brothers, 
Ted (Charlie), Cindy, & Richard 
Boatman, Thomas (Joe), Jackie, & 
Adam Boatman. 
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Above: Picture of McCauley Reunion in 1981.  Front row (L-R): Melissa Doyle, Paul Doyle, 
Michael Doyle, Michelle Doyle, Sandy Moore, Daniel Boehm, Jeffrey Boehm, Lee Hines, and 
David Ries Second row (L-R): Rose Ann Doyle,  Kathleen Doyle, Charlotte Mohr, Helen Doyle, 
Alvin Doyle, Barbara Boehm, Mary Hines, Ann Ries, and Teresa Ries. Back row (L-R): John 
Doyle, Jody Doyle, Maria Doyle, Gerald Doyle, Richard Doyle, Robert Boehm, John Hines, and 
John Ries  
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Timothy & Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh Family 

CHAPTER – 4 
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THE STORY OF TIMOTHY KAVANAUGH & MARGARET “NOLAN” KAVANAUGH 
by Louis Kavanaugh Jr. (Their Great Grandson) 

  
When I interviewed Bea and John Matthews many years ago they related this story to me.  
Three Kavanaughs brothers entered the US thru New York Ellis Island: Timothy, Mark and 
another brother Pat.  They had come from Ireland and arrived on a Ship sometime in the 1800’s.  
In what has yet to be proven (see page 20), Pat may have drowned in the New York Harbor 
after a night on the town.  Mark and Tim then settled in Cannelburg, Indiana and each married 
and raised families.  Just so you will know Timothy Kavanaugh had a son John Kavanaugh and 
his son was Louis Kavanaugh Sr. and Louis Sr. was my Father. 
 
Timothy Kavanaugh which is my Great Grand Father a native of Parish Clonabec, County  
Kildare,  Ireland, married Margaret T. “Nolan” at St. Simon’s Church in Washington, Indiana 
on May 10, 1866, by Father Chassic.  Timothy and Margaret had six children to this marriage:  
Patrick, John, Margaret, Timothy, Lawrence and Mary Ellen.  Patrick who was called Pat lived 
on a Farm just north of Cannelburg, John lived on a farm just west of the family farm where he 
grew up and Lawrence took over the home place and farmed it along with his sons.  The other 
son, Timothy, became a Catholic Priest and was stationed in various parishes in southern 
Indiana.  A Daughter, Margaret Ann, who never married spent most of her life as a house 
keeper for her brother (Father Timothy Kavanaugh) and moved wherever he was stationed.  The 
youngest child Mary Ellen died when she was about 6 years old.  The story is told that a large 
pan of hot water was knocked off the cook stove on her and she later died from the burns.  
 
Timothy and Margaret Kavanaugh were members of St. Peters Church in Montgomery but also 
help to found All Saints Church in Cannelburg but at the time of Timothy Kavanaugh's death 
the church in Cannelburg was still just a mission and not a full fledge Parish.  So Timothy’s 
Funeral was held at St. Peters in Montgomery.  One of the windows in St. Peters Church was 
donated by Timothy and Margaret Kavanaugh.  It is estimated that the value of each window 
today is between $50,000 and $250,000 if you can get them.  Timothy and his sons were very 
thrifty and were able to expand their farming operation and purchase additional acreage for the 
family farms.  When Timothy first came to Cannelburg there was no railroad and he helped to 
build it through our area.   
 
Timothy Kavanaugh worked his way up to a foreman on the railroad crew that built the levy 
from Cannelburg to Montgomery.  He was able to get a lot of his fellow Irishmen jobs on the 
crew and he was very well respected by the men that worked for him.  It was related to me that 
when Timothy Kavanaugh passed away in August of 1893 the crew shut down operations for 
his funeral.  Mr. Matthews went on to say that it was a huge funeral and one of the lookouts in 
the highest point of the Bell Tower of St. Peters Church in Montgomery was able to see the last 
buggy leaving the Kavanaugh homestead near Cannelburg as the horse drawn hearse was just 
pulling up the hill towards St. Peters Church.   
  
John Thomas had 11 children and one of them was Louis Kavanaugh Sr. Louis Sr. had 10 
children of which I (Louis Jr.) am one. 
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Left: Picture of Timothy Kavanaugh 
at his Viewing: The picture is 
believed to be that of Timothy 
Kavanaugh when he was laid out for 
viewing at the Kavanaugh Home 
place on CR. Rd. 100 just west of 
Cannelburg.  From what I under-
stand from what was passed down to 
me, he was laid out for viewing and 
not in a casket.  Timothy died on Aug. 
29 of 1893 and his viewing was at the 
home place and from all accounts 
from different members of the family 
it was a very large funeral.  Timothy 
was a very popular individual as he 
helped to get many Irish Immigrants 
jobs on the railroad and helped them 
with money when they were in 
financial trouble.  This is the only 
picture that I could find for Timothy 
Kavanaugh and we found none on his 
wife Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh.  
We did find a write up in the Catholic 
History of Indiana on Margaret that 
we have included in this Family 
History.  

Below: Tombstone for Timothy & Margaret “Nolan” 
Kavanaugh.  Timothy Kavanaugh Born: Nov. 10, 1825, 
Died Aug. 29, 1893 Margaret Kavanaugh Born: Dec. 19, 
1841, Died June 23, 1905   Daughter: Mary Ellen, Born: 
April 25. 1882, Died Oct. 1, 1888 

Tombstone has three 
sides with Timothy’s 

information on this side 
(left) of the stone.  

It states that Timothy 
Kavanaugh was born in 

Parish Clonabeg, Co. 
Kildare, Ireland 

 
Mary E. Kavanaugh was 

Born in St. Mary’s 
Parish, New Ross, Co. 

Wexford, Ireland 
 

 Tombstone is located in 
the center section of St. 

Peter’s Cemetery. 
 

On this side of the stone info. for Margaret 
and on the picture on the right is info. on 
the daughter Mary Ellen. The stone is one 
of the finest in the cemetery.  
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  Citizenship Paper for Timothy Kavanaugh: 

This document appears to be the Citizenship paper for Timothy Kavanaugh who later 
married Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh.  Timothy Kavanaugh was born in Ireland on Nov. 
10, 1825 and immigrated to the United States arriving in New York on the 10 day of April 
1853 but did not apply for citizenship until Oct. 1 of 1866.  As you can tell it is hard to read 
the dates on this document but this is the best I can come up with.  Timothy was 28 years of 
age when he came into this country and died a couple months short of his 68 years.  Timothy 
and Margaret had 6 six children and Timothy was 40 years of age when he married.  You 
will note on this document that his name was spelled Cavanaugh and in between his first 
and last name he put an “X” so this may indicate that he may not have been able to 
read/write.  This is surprising because he later became a foreman on the railroad that built 
the levy from Cannelburg to Montgomery thru the low land.  Whatever the reason for the 
spelling of his last name here, Kavanaugh was his last name.  It appears this document may 
have originated in the Daviess County Court House.  I received a copy of this document 
from Sister Bernice Kavanaugh.   One of Timothy Kavanaugh’s sons was John Kavanaugh, 
my Grandfather.  By Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 
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Last Will and Testament of Timothy Kavanaugh of Daviess County State of Indiana 
 

In the name of Almighty God 
 I Timothy Kavanaugh of Daviess County State of 
Indiana being of sound mind and memory, but weak in body, 
and recognizing the certainty of death do make and publish 
this my last will and testament. 
 

1st I will and devise to my beloved wife Margaret A. 
Kavanaugh all my Real Estate wherever situated and all 
Real estate that I may hereafter acquire before my death to 
have and hold during her widowhood and to divide among 
our children all any time when she may think proper to make 
a deed or deeds to one or more of our said children and her 
deed to any of my children shall convey to such child or 
children a free simple title to such land. 
 

2nd I will and bequeath to my wife aforesaid all my 
personal property (with the exception of two teams hereafter 
described) of whatsoever nature including money hither on 
hands or in bank, promissory notes, claims, accounts, work of 
all kinds, farm impliments and machinery grain furniture 
and any other personal property that I may die possessed of.  
 

3rd I will and bequeath to my son Patrick two work mules, 
being the teams he usually drives 
 

4th I will and bequeath to my son John our gray mare 6 
years old and our bay horse (Charlie) about nine years old. 
 

5th It is my wish that John and Patrick my sons 
aforementioned shall, as long as they stay at home with their 
mother, have the right to cultivate all the land herein devised and have for their own use a 
reasonable amount of the surplus after supporting the family, paying taxes and keeping up 
repair.  It is my desire that my wife Margret A. shall divide my property as near equal as 
possible between all my children when she thinks proper to do so or when any of them being 
of age desires to work for himself or herself or get married. 

It is further my will that my said wife Margret A, shall pay all mu just debts as soon 
after my death as possible and settle all my business and that no letter of 
Administratorship or executorship shall be issued.  
    Witness my hand this the 7th day of August, 1893. 

Tim Kavanaugh. 
 

Signed by the testator Timothy Kavanaugh in our presence and by us as witnesses at his 
request in his presence and in the presence of each other, this 7th day of August, 1893 
        Glen. S Kennedy 
        Michael O. Bennor 
        Martin E. Arvin 

  

Above: the actual Will of 
Timothy Kavanaugh.  Due to the 
illegibility of the Original we 
have retyped here. 
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Family of Timothy & Margaret “Nolan” Family 

Left: Picture of three 
Kavanaugh Sons.  
(L-R) Lawrence, John  
and Pat.  It appears 
this picture may have 
been taken in the 
1930’s while har-
vesting crops on the 
farm.  They worked 
together on farming 
and butchering.  We 
were not able to find 
any pictures of the 
Parents, Tim and 
Margaret  “Nolan” 
Kavanaugh. 
 
 

Left: Pictured are four of the five living Children 
of Timothy/Margaret Kavanaugh.  Shown here (L-
R)are John, Father Tim, Pat and Maggie.  
Lawrence was the only one not there when this 
picture was taken.  It may have been that the other 
three were visiting Fr. Tim at his parish in 
Rushville Indiana.  Received these pictures from 
Aunt Rose Kavanaugh and they were written on the 
back of each picture.   This Picture was taken in 
1939. 
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Left: Pictured (L-R) are John & Mary Lucy 
Kavanaugh, Father Timothy Kavanaugh, Rose 
Kavanaugh, Asst. housekeeper (??), Maggie 
Kavanaugh who was Fr. Tim’s Housekeeper.  On the 
back of this picture Aunt Rose wrote a route to 
Ferdinand as Rose was to enter the Convent in Sept. of 
1939.  She also wrote it was taken in Connersville or 
Rushville as Fr. Tim was stationed in both parishes.   

Right: The picture is 
John Kavanaugh on 
the left and his wife 
Mary Lucy on the 
right side along with 
what we believe is 
Sharon Kavanaugh 
daughter of Bernie 
and Helen Kav-
anaugh.  The Picture 
we believe was taken 
in Detroit Michigan 
as John and Mary 
Lucy did spend a lot 
of time there with 
their son Dr. Harry 
Kavanaugh.  Event-
ually John and Mary 
Lucy moved back to 
Cannelburg where 
John passed away in 
1940.  We believe 
this picture was taken 
sometime in the 
1930’s.   

Above: Pictured are several of John 
Kavanaugh’s family together with John’s 
sister, Aunt Maggie, on the very right of 
the picture.  Maggie was never married 
and was the housekeeper for her brother 
Father Tim in various assignments.  
Others in the picture from left to right: 
Mary Lucy Kavanaugh, Sister Bernice, 
Vincent, (Not Sure??) Albert and Aunt 
Maggie.  In Back are Aunt Alma and 
Sister Rosemond.  We don’t have many 
Pictures of Aunt Maggie who was a sister 
to John Kavanaugh and when we found 
this picture, wanted to insert it in here.  
We believe this picture was taken in the 
early 40’s after John Passed away.   
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Pat & Julie “O’Connor” Kavanaugh Family 

 
  

Right: Pat & Julie 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh 
with three of their 
Children.  In Back, Bob, 
Mary and Paul.   

Left: Pictured here is Father Timothy 
Kavanaugh standing in the back left of 
this picture along with six sons of his 
brother John on the day of John’s 
Funeral in December of 1940. John’s 
sons are Frank and Louie in front, in 
Back with Fr. Tim are Bernie, Harry, 
Albert and Vincent. 
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Timothy Kavanaugh 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Above: Mass Card When Fr. 
Timothy was Ordained a 
Priest. He celebrated his first 
Mass at All Saints Church In 
Cannelburg  June 14, 1908. 

Above: Mass card when 
Fr. Timothy celebrated his 
25th Anniversary of 
Ordination as a Priest. He 
celebrated this Mass at St. 
Gabriel’s Church in 
Connersville on  June 15, 
1933. 

Right: Father Timothy E. 
Kavanaugh, Son of 
Timothy and Margaret 
Kavanaugh.  Fr. Tim was 
born on August 4, 1876, 
Ordained a Priest on June 
7, 1908 and Died on 
August 25, 1944 at the 
age of 68 years Old. Left: 
Pictured Father Tim.-
othy Kavanaugh at a 
younger age and on the 
right is a picture of 
Father Timothy in his 
later years. The 
Wedding couple was not 
identified.  
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TRAVELING MASS KIT THAT ONCE BELONGED TO 
FATHER TIMOTHY KAVANAUGH 

by Louis Kavanaugh Jr. 
 
This Traveling Mass Kit seen here once belonged to Father Timothy Kavanaugh a former 
parishioner of St. Peter’s Parish here in Montgomery and All Saints at Cannelburg.  He was 
born August 4, 1876, ordained a Catholic Priest on June 7th , 1908 and passed away on August 
25, 1944.  Father Timothy Kavanaugh was the son of Timothy and Margaret “Nolan” 
Kavanaugh who grew up just west of Cannelburg in a house that some may remember George, 
Tim and Joe living there. It was the home place for Timothy and Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh 
where they raised their family.  Father Timothy Kavanaugh was an Uncle of Louis Kavanaugh 
Sr. of Cannelburg who passed away in March of 1990. 
 
Father Timothy Kavanaugh was baptized here at St. Peters and later became a member of All 
Saints Church when his parents Timothy Sr. and Margaret Kavanaugh helped to start All 
Saints Church in the late 1800’s.  In fact the very back window in St. Peter’s church on the 
south side was donated by Fr. Tim’s parents Timothy and Margaret Kavanaugh.  A window at 
All Saints Church was donated in Memory of Fr. Tim’s Parents and is located on the right side 
the second window from the back.  Stain glass windows were put in sometime in the early 
1900’s at All Saints.  Fr. Tim had his first Mass at All Saints and returned to be a pastor there 
for a short time when his brother Pat was ailing.  Fr. Tim did return often to say Mass at the old 
Kavanaugh home place which his brother Lawrence Kavanaugh took over after their Father 
passed away.  The farm house and farm later was passed on to his sons George, Tim and Joe 
Kavanaugh.  After Father Timothy passed away in 1944 the Mass Kit remained in the 
possession of George Kavanaugh (Nephew) and his wife Dorothy Kavanaugh.  After George 
passed away and Dorothy was going to the nursing home, the estate was being sold, we were 
able to rescue this piece of history and now will donate it to St. Peter Church in 
Montgomery.       
 
When I first saw this Mass Kit about 10 years ago there was a “Host Maker” with an “IHS” to 
imprint on the hosts, however when we recovered the kit it was missing. 
  
So as you can see this is a valuable piece of history for the Kavanaugh family and something we 
would like to donate to St. Peter Church & Parish in Montgomery in Father Tim Kavanaugh’s 
Memory.   
  
Father Timothy Kavanaugh still has many relatives in this area as his nephew was the late Louis 
Kavanaugh Sr. of Cannelburg and his sons Albert, Louis Jr., and Dave belong to St. Peter’s 
Parish along with their families. The late Lee Kavanaugh was also a member of St. Peter’s 
Parish and a grant nephew of Father Tim. 
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Left: the Home Mass Kit that once 
belonged to Father Timothy 
Kavanaugh when he traveled 
around to say Mass.  It has been told 
that when Fr. Tim would return 
home he would say Mass there at the 
home place and many of the family 
members would return to celebrate 
the Mass with him.  This Mass kit 
was recovered just prior to it going 
on the auction block and is now 
resting in St. Peter’s Church in 
Montgomery.  Pictured below is the  
Mass Kit Closed 

Right: another 
item that was re-
covered before it 
went on the 
auction block.  
This dates back to 
the 1800’s and it 
shows all the 
instruments used 
in the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ.  
This too was in the 
estate of Dorothy 
Kavanaugh and 
had been passed 
down from Fr. 
Tim’s Family.  It 
too now rests in St. 
Peter’s Church. 

Above: Some might think this will 
be just another item that will sit 
and collect dust. However as the 
members of the Kavanaugh 
Family we think this is an item 
that should not be in the hands of 
just any lay person but would be 
better to be in the hands of the 
church.  I know that many may 
not have known Father Timothy 
Kavanaugh but just maybe they 
will after this.  We feel this item is 
of value to our parish and to our 
Parish History.    
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Obituary for Father Timothy Kavanaugh as it 
appeared in the local paper when he passed 
away.  Father Timothy Kavanaugh was a priest 
for 36 years, a relative short time for some 
priests life span but he was well thought of in 
his ministry and for his ability to put the parish 
church on a stable financial footing wherever 
he went.  He was well respected and was a 
guiding light not only to his family but by the 
many people he came in contact with.  
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Above: This is the site of Father Timothy Kavanaugh’s burial in Calvary Cemetery in 
Rushville Indiana. Notice the large Cross of the Crucifixion in the middle of the 
Cemetery, there is a row of small tombstones behind this and Father Timothy’s 
tombstone is to the right of the large pine trees. Father Tim’s last assignment was there 
in Rushville and after suffering a stroke on Monday Aug. 21, he died on Friday Aug. 25, 
1944. He had been in failing health for two years.   He died at the age of 68. 

Above: Picture of the Tombstone for Father Timothy E. Kavanaugh. 
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Margaret & Mary Ellen Kavanaugh 

 
 
  

Left: Margaret Kavanaugh was the daughter of Timothy 
and Margaret Kavanaugh.  She spent a great many years 
as the house keeper for her brother who was Fr. Timothy  
and moved with him to where the assignment took him.   
 

No Picture of Mary Ellen the youngest daughter who died 
when she was about 6 years old from burns when hot 
water spilled on her.   
 

There was no picture that we could find of the parents 
Timothy and Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh. 
 

Above: This is the tombstone for Margaret Ann 
Kavanaugh, daughter of Timothy and Margaret 
“Nolan” Kavanaugh.  She is buried in St. 
Peters Cemetery along the eastern section of the 
cemetery.  Margaret was never married but was 
house keeper for her brother who was a 
Catholic Priest, Father Timothy Kavanaugh. 
Margaret was born on Sept. 25, 1873 and died 
on July 14, 1958. She lived in various places 
when she was house keeper for her brother but 
returned home and lived her last years in 
Cannelburg. 

Obituary from area 
newspaper for Mar-
garet Ann Kavan-
augh Daughter of 
Timothy & Margaret 
Kavanaugh  Born: 
Sept. 25, 1873,  Died: 
July 14, 1958 (Was 
never married) 
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Mrs.  MARGARET T. KAVANAUGH, of Cannelburg, Daviess county, Ind., and a leading 
member of St. Peter's church, was born in St. Mary's parish, county Wexford, Ireland, in 
December, 1840, the eldest of five children born to John and Mary (Lannen) Nolan, of which 
family three, beside herself, are still living, viz: Patrick, a farmer of Barr township, Daviess 
county; Catherine, wife of Michael 0. Moran, of  St. John's parish, and Julia, of Barr  township.  
 
John Nolan, also a native of County Wexford. Ireland, came to America about 1850, a year or 
two in advance of his family, and came directly to Daviess county, where he worked on the 
canal until his death, which occurred soon after his arrival, and when he was about thirty-four 
years of age.  Margaret T. Nolan (now Mrs. Kavanaugh) came to America with the family in 
1852, and landed at New Orleans from the ship George Greene, after a voyage of seven weeks 
and two days.  By steamboat they reached Evansville, Ind., whence they came in wagons to 
Daviess County, the country then being quite a wilderness. She was here confirmed by Bishop 
de St.  Palais, and frequently thereafter walked a long distance to hear mass at St. Peter's by 
Father Piers, whom she greatly honored, and who was the pioneer priest of southern Indiana, 
being at that time the officiating clergyman. 
 
The marriage of Miss Margaret T. Nolan to Timothy Kavanaugh, a native of county Kildare, 
Ireland, was solemnized at Washington, Ind. May 10, 1866, by Rev. Father Chassic. To this 
marriage were born: Patrick William, who was confirmed by Bishop Chatard and was educated 
by Father Piers and in the common schools; John T., who received a common-school 
education, is a mechanic by nature, and resides with his mother, Maggie was confirmed at the 
age of thirteen (John T. being confirmed in the same  class), and was educated in the common 
schools of Montgomery, Timothy is a pupil in the Jasper Benedictine school, Lawrence 
Bartholomew is at home and is attending school, and Mary Ellen is deceased. 
 
When Mr. and Mrs. Kavanaugh began housekeeping they were in rather poor circumstances, 
but they pulled together, and at the death of Mr. Kavanaugh, August 29, 1893, they had 
acquired 520 acres of land in Barr township and a fine residence. Since the death of her 
husband, Mrs. Kavanaugh by her thrift and good management has purchased eighty additional 
acres.  Mr. Kavanaugh was about sixty-eight years of age at the time of his death.  His grave in 
St. Peter's cemetery is marked by a fine Swedish granite monument, erected by his sorrowing 
widow and children.  In politics he was a consistent Democrat, but never aspired to office. 
Without the prestige of political fame, however he was extremely popular in his township and 
his loss was deeply deplored by a large circle of immediate friends and the public at large. Mrs. 
Kavanaugh is strict in her religious duties, contributes freely to the support of St.  Peter's, and 
is universally respected for her many womanly virtues. 

The Following data was taken from Page 795-796 From The Catholic 
History of Indiana on Margaret Kavanaugh, wife of Timothy Kavanaugh , 

Both came from Ireland. 
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The Following two pages are the original copy of pages 795 & 796 of the 
“Catholic History of Indiana”.  The previous page was retyped from the content 
in these two pages regarding Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh.  The top of 795 and 
bottom of 796 pertain to another person. 
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Information on John & Mary “Lannan” Nolan, 
Parents of Margaret T. “Nolan” Kavanaugh who married Timothy Kavanaugh 

Above: Seen is the research document on the Family of John Nolan and Mary “Lannan” 
Nolan.  They were the parents of Margaret T. Nolan who later married Timothy Kavanaugh 
and were the Great Grandparents of Louis Kavanaugh Jr. This shows that Margaret had 
four other siblings, Patrick who married Rose Ann Hand, Catherine who married Michael 
Moran, Joannah who married Richard Brewer and an infant sibling who died at birth. It was 
my understanding that Margaret’s Dad, John Nolan, died while working on the Erie Canal 
up near Elnora.  Parts of the canal are still visible in some parts of the area south of Elnora 
and close to Plainville but today it is grown over and looks like a big ditch.  As memory 
serves me, I was given this document by some of the Nolan family and I see the research was 
done by Michael Nolan of Springville, Virginia.  
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My Great Grandparents, Patrick & Margaret “Moore” Kavanagh 
By Louis Kavanaugh Jr, 

 
We are able to find Timothy Kavanaugh’s Parents but we are not as sure of Timothy’s family 
members.  This information passed on to me from research done by the Kavanaughs in Ireland 
and passed on to me along with research done by Tim ONeill who was a distance cousin.  It 
appears my Great Grandfather, Timothy Kavanaugh may have had several brothers.  Note: The 
Kavanaghs in Ireland did not have the “u” in Kavanaugh.  It is believed the son’s Timothy & 
Mark may have added that in their name when they came to the United States.  Another fact 
up for discussion.   
 

Above:  This is believed to be the Kavanaugh Homestead in Ireland where the 
Kavanaughs once lived before they immigrated to the United States.  Timothy (which was 
my Great Grand Father) and Mark Kavanaugh were the sons of Patrick & Margaret 
“Moore” Kavanaugh of Cloneybeg, Co. Kildare Ireland and immigrated to the United 
Stated on April 10, 1853.  He applied for U.S. Citizenship on Oct. 1, 1866.  I believe Tim 
O’Neill gave me this picture after he had done extensive research in the United States 
and in Ireland.  Tim O’Neill was a grandson of Mark Kavanaugh & Anne Kelly.  Mark 
Kavanaugh was a brother to my Great Grandfather Timothy Kavanaugh.  Not sure who 
was in this picture but could very well be some of the Kavanaughs that stayed in Ireland. 
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One account lists the children of Patrick & Margaret “Moore” Kavanaugh as William, Joseph, 
Timothy, John, Mark and Patrick and it is possible there may have been a seventh son.  It is 
hard to place the order of the children as I have found conflicting dates for the date of birth so 
we will just assume there were at least six sons.  Timothy and Mark immigrated to the United 
States and Patrick may have died on board ship on the way over (see alternative account Page 
2).  
 
According to research done by Jonie Kavanagh and his daughter Delores “Woods”, Sally 
Kavanagh and Mary McGrath this is a summarization of what they have put together. There 
is little information available on Patrick Kavanagh and his wife Margaret Moore except they 
were born in the late 1700’s.  After their marriage they lived in Cloneybeg.  It is believed that 
Margaret Moore was a sister to the local famous priest Fr. Moore, whose shrine and holy well is 
renowned for various cures from ailments and to the present day is still a popular place of 
pilgrimage in Ireland.  (We will submit an article about the well that was sent along with the 
documentation from the Kavanagh’s in Ireland.  Patrick and Margaret Kavanagh are buried in 
the old cemetery at Nurney, Co. Kildare.  There were six sons born to Patrick & Margaret but 
Jonie Kavanaugh is certain there was a seventh son but that was not proven.   
 

1. William Kavanagh was born in 1821 and Died in 1902.  He is buried in the old cemetery 
in Nurney.  He married the widow Mrs. Dowling who lived in Boherbawn.  The widow 
had five children by her first marriage.  They all emigrated to America. 
 

2. Joseph Kavanagh (1824-1883) married Julia Tynan. They had 4 children. 
 

3. John Kavanagh(1829, Date of Death unknown) married Margaretta Power. 
 

4. Timothy Kavanaugh married Margaret Nolan after immigrating to America. (Six 
Children) 
 

5. Mark Kavanaugh married Anne Kelly after immigrating to America. 
 

6. Patrick Kavanagh (May have died on ship to America – see Page 2) 
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This was a Family Tree prepared by the Kavanagh’s of Ireland. 
It may be hard to follow, but it would start with my Great, Great Grandparents,  

Patrick & Margaret “Moore” Kavanaugh. This was passed on to me by Tim ONeill. 

Page 333



 
 

 This article was passed on to me from the Kavanagh’s 
in Ireland and by the ONeill’s in their research. 
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Above: Pictured in front is the Wedding picture 
of Lawrence Sr. and Agnes “Healy” 
Kavanaugh.  In Back is Dennis Cavanaugh and 
Agnes Sister. Dennis’s Dad Mark and 
Lawrence’s Dad Timothy were brothers even 
though they did not spell their names the same.  
It is believed that Lawrence and Agnes were 
married in 1905-06 timeframe. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Lawrence Kavanaugh was the son of Timothy 
and Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh and he 
inherited the Kavanaugh home place of 
Timothy and Margaret on County Rd. 100 
North just about a quarter mile west of 
Cannelburg.  Timothy and Margaret had made 
it their home and raised their children on this 
farm and it was then passed on to their son 
Lawrence who raised his family on this farm.  
Lawrence’s brother Pat and his wife Julie 
owned a farm just north east of Lawrence’s 
farm and it bordered along their farm.  
Lawrence’s other brother John and his wife 
Mary Lucy Kavanaugh owed a farm just west 
of them and bordering Lawrence’s farm.  
Lawrence and Agnes raised 8 children, Mary 
Bernadine, Angela, Bea, Timothy, Joe, 
Veronica, George and Lawrence Jr. Lawrence 
also had a brother who was a Catholic Priest, 
(Father Timothy Kavanaugh) and a sister 
Margaret who never married and he had 

another sister (Mary Ellen) who died at six years of age who suffered burns from scalding water. 
The story was told that she knocked a boiling pan of water off the stove on herself and later died 
from the burns.  Lawrence’s son Lawrence Jr. died at the young age of 15 of cancer.  Lawrence & 
Agnes children remained in the Cannelburg area except for Angela who moved to Detroit 
Michigan.  Bernadine married John Mattingly and lived in St. Mary’s area of Barr-Township.   As 
the story was related to me when the family had planned to take Lawrence Jr. to a special doctor in 
Illinois in April of 1940 they went to wake Lawrence Sr. and found he had passed away in his sleep 
at the age of 61.  Agnes continued to 
live on the home place until her death 
in 1966. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Agnes Kavanaugh stands in 
front of her home along with what 
we think is her sister and off to the 
right is Joe and Tim Kavanaugh her 
sons.  The picture was probably 
taken in the late 1940’s or early 
1950’s. The Kavanaugh home place 
was located just west of Cannelburg 
on Co. Rd. 100 North. 

 
LAWRENCE & AGNES “HEALY” KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 4A 
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Right is Agnes 
“Healy” Kavanaugh 
standing on the front 
porch of her home near 
Cannelburg in the 
early 1950’s.  Left: is 
Agnes (Right) and her 
son George when he 
was home on leave 
from service. Picture 
was taken in the front 
yard of the home place 
in the early 1940’s, 
 

Right: Agnes with her 
son Tim Kavanaugh 
while he was home on 
leave during WW II. 
Picture was taken in 
front of the Lawrence 
Kavanaugh Home 
Place. Left: Agnes 
“Healy” Kavanaugh 
standing in front of 
her home near 
Cannelburg in the 
early 1940’s. 
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Below: Picture of Lawrence Kavanaugh 
along with his brothers John (center) 
and Pat (right).  Picture was taken in the 
late 1930’s while harvesting crops on the 
farm.  They worked together on farming 
and butchering. 

Above: Lawrence and Agnes “Healy” 
Kavanaugh are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery, Montgomery, IN. 

Page 338



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lawrence & Agnes Kavanaugh’s Sons: George, Joe, Lawrence Jr. and Tim. 

Pictured: Upper 
Left, is George , 
Upper Right is 
Joe, Below Left, 
Lawrence Jr. 
(who died at age 
15) Below Right 
George, Tim & 
Joe. 
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Left: Picture here are four of 
Lawrence and Agnes 
Kavanaugh’s sons: on the left is 
Joe, Lawrence Jr., Tim, Bob 
Kavanaugh (cousin) and George 
and in front is Jerry Dowling.  
Picture was taken around 1940 in 
front of the home place. 

Above: Joe’s Old Steam Engine: Family 
members standing in front of Joe’s Steam Engine, 
(L-R) Paul & Veronica Eichmiller, Bea Matthews, 
George, Agnes, John Matthews and Joe 
Kavanaugh.  In front is little Paul Eichmiller. 
Picture taken on the home place around 1958. 

Above: Pictured are (L-R) Tim, 
Angela Dowling, Agnes, Joe, 
Veronica and in front Jimmy 
and Jerry Dowling.  Picture 
taken at the home place before 
Angela heads back to Michigan. 
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Above: Children of Lawrence and 
Agnes “Healy” Kavanaugh: (Front) 
Tim, in back (L-R) Angela, Bernadine 
and Beatrice (Bea). Picture taken 
around 1917 on the front porch of the 
Lawrence/Agnes home place. 

Above: Picture of Timothy Garmon Kavanaugh 
taken sometime in the 1960’s.  Tim married Cecilia 
Wilson in 1960 and they build a home on Hwy 50 
just east of Cannelburg. Cecilia had operated the 
Wilson Grocery Store at the junction of Hwy-50 
called “Four Points” 

Left: One of the Family 
members cut out this picture 
of Joe Kavanaugh and placed 
it on a picture of one of 
several steam engines that Joe 
and his brother George build 
over the years.  In the 
research and pictures that I 
recovered from Joe’s 
relatives, Joe started out 
building a small steam engine 
but then build several larger 
ones after that.  He used them 
for sawing wood and other 
jobs around the farm.  It 
became a hobby with them 
and they would show them off 
whenever they could.   
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Above: Picture taken the weekend George 
and Dorothy was Married in May of 1968.  
In front, Joe, Tim, George, Back: Angela, 
Veronica and Bea.   

Above: Picture taken the weekend 
George and Dorothy were Married in 
May of 1968.  (L-R)  Bea Matthews, 
Angela Dowling, Veronica Eichmiller. 
Picture taken on the west side of the 
Kavanaugh home place where George 
and Dorothy made their home. 

Above: Paul & Veronica Eichmiller, Bea & 
John Matthews, Angela & Kenny Dowling. 
Picture was taken at Paul & Veronica 
Eichmiller’s House in Cannelburg.  
Picture taken sometime in the 1960’s. 

Above: Picture of George and Dorthy 
“Spaulding” Kavanaugh on what we 
think Is George’s 70th Birthday.  The 
picture was taken in Jan. of 1992 

Page 342



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe and George Kavanaugh’s Steam Engines 

Left: George and Joe 
Kavanaugh stand by the 
steam engine that Joe 
built with George’s help.  
They worked together to 
build the small one first 
and then build a larger 
one.  The whistle from 
the Steam engines could 
be heard for miles 
around. Joe would drive 
the small engines on the 
rock roads next door 
over to Louie & 
Catherine’s house and 
the kids loved it.  

Above are the two steam engines build by Joe and George Kavanaugh with the large engine 
on the left and the small one on the right.  They build the smaller first and created quite a stir 
in the neighborhood and then build the larger one after they worked out all the bugs on the 
smaller one.  Joe and George tinkered on the steam engines during the late 50’s and 60’s and 
were willing to show them off to anyone who would stop by to see them.  Joe and George also 
used the steam engines for other tasks on the farm.   
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Above: Seated in Front John and Bernadine Mattingly.   First Row (L-R) Alberta, 
Dorothy Jean, Beatrice John Sr.,  Mary Bernadine, Mary Alma,  Joe, Rita, 2ndRow (L-
R) Patty, Gerald. Norbert, Frank, Bernard, John Jr., Tim, Bonnie, Picture taken in the 
early 50’s.   John & Mary Bernadine were married on July 30, 1929 at All Saints 
Church in Cannelburg with Father Tim Kavanaugh as the Celebrant.  John & Bea 
Matthews stood up with them.   

John and Bernadine Mattingly 
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Kenny and Angela “Kavanaugh” Dowling 

Above: The Dowling Family: Kenny and his 
wife Angela pictured with their two boys 
Jerry and Jimmy.  It is believe the picture 
was taken sometime in the mid 1940’s at 
their home in Wayne Michigan.   

Above: Kenny and Angela Dowling were 
getting ready to board the train to 
Michigan.  This picture was taken at the 
Washington Indiana Train Depot with their 
sons Jerry and Jimmy in the early 1940’s. 

Left is Kenny and 
Angela Dowling as 
they wait for the 
train at the Wash-
ington, IN Train 
Depot. Picture was 
taken in the early 
1940’s.  They were 
heading to Michi-
gan.  Right, Kenny 
& Angela Dowling 
with their young 
family in 1939.  
Picture may have 
been taken at 
Angel’s home place 
west of Can-
nelburg.   
 

Page 345



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right: Picture of John and Beatrice (Bea) 
“Kavanaugh” Matthews.  John and Bea 
Lived on a farm by St. Mary’s Barr-Twp. 
For most of their life but moved into 
Cannelburg and build a small home on the 
south side of County Road 100 just on the 
west edge of Cannelburg.  Their home was 
right beside Bea’s Sister Veronica 
“Kavanaugh” Eichmiller. Both homes 
were built about the same time.  John and 
Bea did not have any children. They were 
Married in June 16, 1930.   

John and Beatrice (Bea) “Kavanaugh” Matthews 

Left: A picture of 
John & Beatrice 
“Kavanaugh” Mat-
thews Wedding pic-
ture from July 16, 
1930.  It appeared 
that Bea wrote on 
the picture their 
attendants were 
John Woodruff and 
Marie but could not 
make out the last 
name.  We presume 
they were married at 
All Saints Church in 
Cannelburg. 
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Left: Wedding Picture 
of Tim and Cecelia 
“Wilson” Kavanaugh on 
their wedding day on 
July 24, 1960.  The Best 
Man was Jerry Dowling 
(Tim’s Nephew) and 
Georgia “Carrico” 
Ackerman. 

Tim and Cecelia “Wilson” Kavanaugh 
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Paul and Veronica Eichmiller 

Left: Wedding Picture of Paul and Vernonica 
Eichmiller on their wedding day on June 4, 1941. 
Attendants in back were Tim Kavanaugh, 
Veronica’s brother and ??? Golf. 

Above: Picture of Paul and Veronica 
“Kavanaugh Eichmiller.  Picture may have been 
taken at their home out in the country north of 
Montgomery.  They lived there for some time 
before moving in at Cannelburg and lived on the 
west side before building a house on the south 
side of Co. Rd. 100.   

Left: Paul Sr. and Veronica Eichmiller with 
their son Paul (left) and his two children. Picture 
may have been taken in the late 1970’s. 
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Right: Picture of George Kavanaugh’s 
Brothers and Sisters on his wedding day 
in May of 1968.  Shown here is front (L-R) 
Angela “Kavanaugh” Dowling, Dorothy 
and George Kavanaugh, Joe Kavanaugh, 
Back row(L-R) Veronica “Kavanaugh” 
Eichmiller, Tim Kavanaugh, Beatrice 
“Kavanaugh” Matthews, 

Left: Wedding Picture of George & 
Dorothy “Spaulding” Kavanaugh 
on their wedding day on May 16, 
1968. 

George & Dorothy “Spaulding” Kavanaugh 
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Left: The picture here is 
the house that Joe 
Kavanaugh lived in for 
the last few years of his 
life.  He had remained on 
the home place West of 
Cannelburg but after his 
brother George married 
Dorothy Spaulding Joe 
then bought this home in 
Cannelburg.  The home is 
right across the street from 
the home that John and 
Mary Lucy Kavanaugh 
lived in their last years 
along with Margaret 
Kavanaugh who lived 
there in the East side of 
the house.   

Right: This picture was 
taken in front of Joe 
Kavanaugh’s house in 
Cannelburg.  Picture here 
is (L-R) Margaret “Dow-
ling” Steinen, Angela 
Dowling, Veronica Eich-
miller, Bea Matthews and 
Jane “Dowling” Gerou. 
They are Angela’s Grand-
daughters. Picture was 
taken in early 80’s. 
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Above: Paul and Veronica “Kavanaugh” 
Eichmiller are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery in Montgomery. 

Above: Kenny and Angela “Kavanaugh” 
Dowling are buried in St. John’s Cemetery 
in Loogootee. 

Above: John and Bea “Kavanaugh” Matthews 
are buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Barr-
Township west of Loogootee. 

Above: John and Bernadine “Kavanaugh” 
Mattingly are buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in 
Barr-Township west of Loogootee. 

Tombstones for Children of Lawrence & Agnes “Healy” Kavanaugh 

Above: George and Dorothy “Spaulding” 
Kavanaugh are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery in Montgomery. 

Above: Tim and Cecilia “Wilson” Kavanaugh 
are buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery. 
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Above: Joe Kavanaugh is buried in 
St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery. 

Above: Lawrence  Kavanaugh Jr. is 
buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery. 

GEORGE KAVANAUGH 
(Nov. 16, 2006) 
CANNELBURG — George B. Kavanaugh, 84, died at 9:50 a.m. Thursday 
at Washington Nursing Center. Born Jan. 23, 1922, in Cannelburg, he was 
the son of Lawrence and Agnes (Healy) Kavanaugh.  He was a World War 
II Army veteran and a coal miner and lifelong farmer.   He was a member 
of All Saints Catholic Church and the Loogootee American Legion. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Dorothy (Spaulding) Kavanaugh, whom he 
married May 6, 1968. Three brothers, Lawrence, Joseph and Timothy 
Kavanaugh, and four sisters, Bernadine Mattingly, Angela Dowling, 
Beatrice Matthews and Veronica Eichmiller, are deceased. 
 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 1 p.m. Monday at All Saints Catholic 
Church in Cannelburg. 
 
Burial will be in St. Peter’s Catholic Cemetery, with military graveside rites  
conducted by the American Legion and V.F.W. 
 
Visitation is from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday at Brocksmith Funeral Home in 
Loogootee, with a prayer vigil at 4 p.m., and from noon until the hour of 
service Monday at the church. 
 
Preferred memorials are to a charity of donor’s choice. 
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Obituaries of Joseph Kavanaugh & brother 

Tim & Tim’s wife Cecilia “Wilson” 
Kavanaugh. 

Obituaries of John & Bea Matthews: 
John Born: Oct. 16, 1896, Died July 30, 1988 

Bea Born: July 29, 1911, Died March 19, 1994 
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Obituary for John & Mary Bernadine 
“Kavanaugh” Mattingly 

Mary Bernadine “Kavanaugh” Mattingly, Born: Jan. 
9, 1907, Died: Jan. 8, 1953, 

John Mattingly, Born: Sept. 15, 1896, Died, Jan. 8, 
1968 

 

Obituary for Paul & Veronica C. 
“Kavanaugh” Eichmiller 

Veronica C. “Kavanaugh” Eichmiller, Born: Feb. 21, 
1919, Died: Aug. 21, 1991, 

Paul Eichmiller, Born: Jan. 29, 1914, Died, Aug. 2, 
1991 
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 Kenneth Dowling, Husband of Angela “Kavanaugh” 
 

Birth: May 5, 1909, Daviess County, Indiana, USA 
Death: Dec. 18, 1972, USA 
 

Kenneth was the son of James T Dowling & Ethel Elizabeth 
Lents. He married Angela Kavanaugh in 1929 & they had 2 
sons. 
 

Family links: 
 Spouse: Angela Margaret Kavanaugh Dowling   
             (1909- 1996)* 
 Calculated relationship 
 

Burial: Saint Johns Cemetery Loogootee, Martin County, 
Indiana, USA 
 

Created by: Lillie Riney 
Record added: May 03, 2001  
Find A Grave Memorial# 5409934 

 Angela Margaret “Kavanaugh” Dowling 
  

Birth: May 31, 1909 
Death: Aug. 30, 1996 
 

Family links:  
Parents:  Lawrence B Kavanaugh (1879 - 1940) 

      Agnes Marie Healey Kavanaugh (1884 – 
      1966) 

Spouse: Kenneth Dowling (1909 - 1972) 
Siblings: Mary Bernadine Kavanaugh Mattingly 
(1907 - 1953)* 

       Angela Margaret Kavanaugh Dowling  
       (1909 - 1996) 
       Beatrice Sarah Kavanaugh Matthews (1911  
        - 1994)* 
       Timothy G Kavanaugh (1914 - 1992)* 
       Joseph M Kavanaugh (1917 - 1993)* 
       Veronica C. Kavanaugh Eichmiller (1919 – 
       2003)* 
       George B Kavanaugh (1922 - 2006)* 
       Lawrence J Kavanaugh (1926 - 1941)* 
*Calculated relationship  

  

 Burial: Saint Johns Cemetery Loogootee Martin County 
Indiana, USA 
 Created by: Jackie Dare Record added: Oct 18, 2013 Find A Grave 
Memorial# 118940284 
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Left: Pictured here is Julie “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh with her husband Patrick (Pat).  Pat is 
holding their daughter Mary.  Julie was the second 
child of Michael Jr. and Bridget “Hart” O’Connor. 
Julie and Pat Kavanaugh had 7 children. Timothy 
who died young, James Patrick, Paul Michael, 
Margaret Veronica Grow, Raymond who died 
young, Robert Leo and Mary Agatha Kleeman. Julie 
& Pat made their home just north of Cannelburg 
where Bob/Janelle Graber now has their home.  
Their farm bordered Pat’s brothers John and 
Lawrence.   

Right: Pictured here are 
Julie and Pat Kavanaugh 
(front) and three of their 
children, in back Bob, 
Mary and Paul. Pat’s 
brother John Kavanaugh 
married the oldest of the 
O’Connor girls,  Mary 
Lucy.   

 
Pat & Julie (O’Connor) Kavanaugh Family 

CHAPTER – 4B 
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Left: Pictured left is the tombstone for Pat 
& Julie “O’Connor” Kavanaugh in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery just west of Montgomery.  
Both Pat and Julie grew up in the 
Montgomery/Cannelburg area and made 
their home just north of Cannelburg where 
Bob Graber built a home on the same 
property where the home once stood. They 
are buried in the middle of the west section 
near the big tree. 

Above: Pictured is the tombstone of 
James P. & Catherine “Lamson” 
Kavanaugh. James Patrick was the son 
of Pat and Julie Kavanaugh.  James wife 
Catherine died when she was only 27 
years old.  James and Catherine had 5 
children and after Catherine’s death 
James later married Ruth Christienson 
and she died in 1997. James passed away 
in 1985. They are buried near the east 
entrance to the Cemetery. 

Obituaries from area newspaper for 
Patrick & Julie “O’Connor” Kavanaugh 

Patrick Born: Mar. 17, 1868,  Died: July 31, 
1949 

 Julie Born: Oct. 12, 1878, Died: Oct. 13, 1955 
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Birth:  Feb. 1, 1912 Death: Feb. 23, 1989 
 

Family links: 
Parents:   Patrick William Kavanaugh (1868 - 1949) 

      Julia Margaret O'Connor Kavanaugh (1878 - 1955) 
Spouse:   Mildred Sheila Woodward Kavanaugh (1917 - 2014)* 
Siblings:  James Patrick Kavanaugh (1910 - 1985)* 

      Paul Michael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1989) 
                           Margaret Veronica Kavanugh Grow (1914 - 2007)* 
                           Robert Leo Kavanaugh (1917 - 1987)* 
                           Mary Agatha Kavanaugh Kleeman (1920 - 2014)* 
 

Burial: Fairview Cemetery  
  Jasper Dubois County 

               Indiana, USA Plot: Section M 
 

Left: The tombstone is that of Robert Leo 
Kavanaugh son of Patrick and Julie 
Kavanaugh.  Robert married Betty Chadd and 
they had six children.  Bob is buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery on the west section.  Not 
sure where Betty is Buried.  

Right: The picture is 5 of the 7 children of Pat 
and Julie ”O’Connor” Kavanaugh.  The other 
two children died very young.  Not sure when 
this picture was taken but I would guess 
sometime in the 1960’s.  This picture was in the 
All Saints Church 100th Anniversary Book in 
1991.   

Death Info. for Paul M. Kavanaugh Son of Pat and Julia Kavanaugh 
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Birth: Dec. 1, 1917    Death: , Mar. 7, 2014 
Birdseye Dubois County   Jasper Dubois County 
Indiana, USA    Indiana, USA 

 
Kavanaugh, Mildred Sheila (Woodward ) 

Address: Jasper, Indiana 
Date of Death: Friday, March 07, 2014 
Obituary Date: Sunday, March 09, 2014 
Place of Death: Memorial Hosp in Jasper, IN 

Church: St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Cemetery: Fairview - Jasper, IN 
Funeral Home: Becher-Kluesner Downtown 
Occupation: Homemaker 

Activities: Mildred was born on December 1, 1917, in Birdseye, IN. member of the Jasper High 
School class of 1935, the Bainbridge Home Economics Club, Grandmothers Club, Jasper 
Daughters of Isabella, VFW Women’s Auxiliary, St. Ann’s Society.  Comments: of Saint 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, and was an active participant and senior member of The Singing 
Seniors. Mildred was known for her lightning sharp wit; she enjoyed working the daily 
crossword puzzles in ink, which she did every month. 
Family links: 

Parents: William Woodward (1871 - 1959) 
                         Mary Pearl Newton Woodward (1882 - 1983) 

Spouse:  Paul Michael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1989) 
Siblings: Kyle O Woodward (1914 - 1932)* 
               Mildred Sheila Woodward Kavanaugh (1917 - 2014) 
               Sylvan Woodward (1921 - 2011)* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary for Mildred Kavanaugh, Wife of Paul Kavanaugh 

Right: Tombstone for Paul and Mildred 
Kavanaugh, Buried in Fairview Cemetery, 
Jasper Indiana. 
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Birth: Jan. 12, 1914 Cannelburg   Death: Apr. 6, 2007 Washington 
Daviess County Indiana, USA   Daviess County Indiana, USA 
 
Margaret Grow age 93 of Washington and formally of Cannelburg passed away on Friday at 
5:45 p.m. at Hillside Nursing center. She was born on January 13, 1914 to Patrick W. and Julia 
(O'Connor) Kavanaugh.  She enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and great great grandchildren. 
 
Surviving are one daughter, Rosemary Keller of Washington; one son, William 'Pat" Grow of 
Washington; one sister Mary Kleeman of Jasper; 14 grandchildren; 13 great grandchildren; and 
14 great great grandchildren.  She is preceeded in death by her husband, William Grow, and 
three brothers James Kavanaugh, Paul Kavanaugh, and Robert Kavanaugh.  
 
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated on Wednesday at 10 a.m. at All Saints Catholic 
Church in Cannelburg with Father James Koressel as celebrant. Burial will follow at St Peter 
Cemetery in Montgomery. Visitation will be on Tuesday from 4 to 8 p.m. at Ed Lee Mortuary.  
  
Family links: 

Parents:     Patrick William Kavanaugh (1868 - 1949) 
                  Julia Margaret O'Connor Kavanaugh (1878 - 1955) 
Spouse:     William Oliver Grow (1915 - 1977) 
Children    William Patrick Grow (1938 - 2008)* 
 Siblings:   James Patrick Kavanaugh (1910 - 1985)* 
                  Paul Michael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1989)* 
                  Margaret Veronica Kavanugh Grow (1914 - 2007) 

                             Robert Leo Kavanaugh (1917 - 1987)* 
                            Mary Agatha Kavanaugh Kleeman (1920 - 2014)* 
 

       *Calculated relationship 
  
Burial: 
Saint Peters Cemetery  
Montgomery  Daviess County 
Indiana, USA 
  
Created by: Weldon Collins 
Record added: Aug 15, 2015  
Find A Grave Memorial# 150778400 
 

Obituary Margaret-Kavanaugh Grow 
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Birth: May 30, 1920, Cannelburg, Daviess County, Indiana, USA 
Death: Dec. 18, 2014, Jasper, Dubois County, Indiana, USA 

 

Kleeman, Mary A. (Kavanaugh) 
 

Address:Jasper, IN 
Birth: May 30, 1920 
Cannelburg, IN 
Date of Death: 
Thursday, Dec. 18, 
2014 
Obituary Date: 

Friday, December 19, 2014 
Place of Death: Memorial Hosp.,Jasper, IN 
Age: 94 
Church: St. Joseph 
Cemetery: Fairview - Jasper, IN 
Funeral Home: Becher-Kluesner  
              Downtown 

 

Occupation: Jasper Wood Products, retired & Swift Processing & the Loogootee Shirt Factory.  
Activities: Mary was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Jasper and their St. 
Ann's Society. She was also a member of the Jasper Circle of the Daughters of Isabella.  
Comments: She enjoyed traveling, latch hook, and spending time with friends and family. 
 

Relative Type Location Comments Bieker, Linda Daughter , Hedinger, Nancy Daughter, 
Kavanaugh, Patrick & Julia (O'Conner) Parent Deceased, Kleeman, Karl "Shorty" Husband 
Jasper, Indiana Deceased November 2, 2000: Married on July 12, 1941, Kleeman, Carl "Bud" 
Son, Kleeman, Bob Son, Kleeman, Mike Son ,  
 

Family links: 
Parents:  Patrick William Kavanaugh (1868 - 1949) 

   Julia Margaret O'Connor Kavanaugh (1878 - 1955) 
Spouse:   Karl Clarence Kleeman (1917 - 2000) 
Siblings: James Patrick Kavanaugh (1910 - 1985)* 
                Paul Michael Kavanaugh (1912 - 1989)* 
                Margaret Veronica Kavanugh Grow (1914 - 2007)* 
                Robert Leo Kavanaugh (1917 - 1987)* 
                Mary Agatha Kavanaugh Kleeman (1920 - 2014) 

Burial:Fairview Cemetery, Jasper, Dubois County, Indiana, USA 
Created by: Linda Y 
Record added: Dec 31, 2014  
Find A Grave Memorial# 140720912  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary Mary Kleeman 
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Death Information for William Oliver “Arley” Grow & Margaret “Kavanaugh” Grow 
Originally from Cannelburg, Indiana.  Also Info. on their Son William Patrick Grow. 

Left: Pictured here is the Tombstone for 
William Oliver “Arley” & Margaret 
“Kavanaugh” Grow. They are buried in the 
west section of St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery.  William Oliver “Arley” Grow 
was Born: Nov. 7, 1915 and Died: Nov. 9, 1977. 
Margaret was the daughter of Pat & Julie 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh of Cannelburg. Arley 
Grow was killed in a car crash on Nov. 7, 1977 
and Margaret lived to the age of 93.  She lived 
her last years in Washington.   

Left: Pictured here is the tombstone of William 
“Pat” Grow who was Born: Oct. 11, 1938 and 
Died: Dec.  6, 2008.   He was the son of William 
& Margaret “Kavanaugh” Grow of Cannel-
burg.  Pat is buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
the north section. 
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For More Detail Information on John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Family, Go 
to Chapter 2 

 
JOHN & MARY “O’CONNOR”  

KAVANAUGH FAMILY 

CHAPTER – 4C 
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Above: This picture is the only know picture of Mark 
Kavanaugh (standing in back), brother of Timothy 
Kavanaugh who both immigrated to the United States in 
the 1800’s.  This picture was taken in front of Mark’s 
Home there in Cannelburg.  It is thought this picture was 
taken around 1905.  Mark was married to Anne Kelly and 
had four children and when she died he married Mary 
Dowling and they had one son together, Dennis 
Cavanaugh who was Tom (Kathleen) Cavanaugh’s Father.  
After retiring Tom and Kathleen moved back to 
Cannelburg and settled in that same house in this picture. 

Close up of Mark Kavanaugh 

 
MARK (BROTHER OF TIMOTHY) & ANNE “KELLY” KAVANAUGH 

CHAPTER – 4D 
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Information on Mark & Anne “Kelly” Kavanaugh Family 

Note: The following information was taken from an article that Kathleen Cavanaugh wrote for the 
All Saint’s Church 100th Anniversary Book. Kathleen was the wife of Thomas Cavanaugh who was 
the son of Dennis Sr. and Ernestine “Gough” Cavanaugh. Dennis Sr. was the son of Mark and Mary 
“Dowling” Kavanaugh and Mark was the brother of Timothy Kavanaugh who both emigrated from 
Ireland to the United States. Timothy Kavanaugh was the grandfather of Louis Kavanaugh Sr. of 
Cannelburg. We have gleaned information from Kathleen’s article and put it into documentation for 
the Cavanaugh side of the Family History. We thank Kathleen for this information. 
 

History of Mark Kavanaugh Family 
 
Mark & Timothy & Patrick Travels from Ireland 
Mark Kavanaugh was born in Ireland in 1835, ten years before the beginning of the potato famine-
later called the Great Famine of Ireland.  This catastrophe changed the history of Ireland, as it 
resulted not only in close to a million deaths, but also the exodus of hundreds of thousands of 
young men looking for work and a better life in the United States. 
 
Mark Kavanaugh was one of these young men who along with his brothers Timothy and Patrick 
left Ireland and came to America.  (It is believed that Patrick died on board ship while it was in the 
harbor.) Mark and Timothy eventually arrived with many other Irish Immigrants in the southern 
Indiana communities where the railroads were being built and cannel coal was being mined. 
 
Mark & His Wife Anne Kelly Settle in Cannelburg 
Mark and his young wife Anne Marie (Kelly) settled in Cannelburg next to the property on which 
All Saints Church would later be built.  Mark was active in town affairs and was the Treasurer for 
the Town of Cannelburg when it was incorporated in 1884. 
 
Later, as section foreman of the railroad, Mark had access to the railroad handcar which he used to 
bring Fr. Piers from Montgomery to Cannelburg when the roads were too muddy for travel.  Mark’s 
daughter Bridget would often accompany him and Fr. Piers did his share of pumping the handcar 
on the two mile trip.   
 
Mark and his wife Anne had four children, Patrick, Thomas, Joseph, Bridget.  (Their mother Anne 
died in 1879 at the young age of 34.)   
 

1. Their oldest son Patrick Kavanaugh never married.  He worked for the railroad and lived 
with his sister Bridget’s family from the time he was about 30 years old.   

 
2. Thomas Kavanaugh and his wife Irene had two daughters, Lita Marie and Louise.  Thomas 

was a telegraph agent in Vincennes but died young in his late 30’s.   
 

3. Joseph Kavanaugh was a bachelor.  He worked as a telegraph operator in East St. Louis.   
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4. Bridget Kavanaugh Married James E. O’Neill and they had six children.   
 
A. Anna O’Neill, their oldest daughter, never married.   
B. Margaret O’Neill married Herbert Harris who was the editor of a newspaper which he 

founded in Greenwood.  He died at a young age but Margaret kept up the business.  She 
died in 1990 at the age of 90.   

C. Patrick O’Neill was killed in a car accident at the age of 22 or 23.   
D. Frank O’Neill married Hester Denver.  They had four daughters, all whom became 

teachers.  Frank was a merchant and has several stores in Washington.   
E. Leo Cavanaugh (Cabby) O’Neill, whose basketball career in southern Indiana is 

legendary, married Leona Neckaise, a teacher from Mississippi.  They had a daughter, 
Mary Margaret.   

F. Timothy O’Neill, the youngest of Bridget and James’s children, married a Miss Scott 
from Wheatland.  Tim helped his brother Frank run the three stores in Washington until 
he moved to the Detroit area during the Depression.   

 
Mark Kavanaugh’s Wife Anne Dies and He marries Mrs. Mary Dowling 
Sometime after the death of his first wife Anne, Mark Kavanaugh married Mrs. Mary Dowling who 
had a son James by a previous marriage.  And together Mark and his new wife Mary Dowling had a 
son Dennis Fidelis who was born on Dec. 18, 1883.   
 
Mary Dowling’s Son James by her first marriage had six children, three sons and three 
daughters.  They were as follows:  
 

1. Lita Dowling married Herb Arvin and they lived in Michigan.   
2. Mildred Dowling married Austin Brothers from Loogootee.   
3. Theresa Dowling died in childhood.   
4. John Dowling and his wife Valier lived in Ohio.   
5. Dennis Dowling was killed in a car accident when he was about 20 years old.   
6. James Kenneth Dowling married Angela Kavanaugh, granddaughter of Timothy and 

Margaret Kavanaugh and daughter of Lawrence and Agnes Kavanaugh.  Kenneth and 
Angela had two sons, Dennis Jerome (Jerry) and James Kenneth Jr. (Buck).  

 
History of Tom Cavanaugh’s Father,  Dennis Fidelis Kavanaugh 

 
Returning to Mark and Mary “Dowling” Kavanaugh’s marriage: In 1883, ten years before the 
dedication of the new All Saints Church in Cannelburg, the Kavanaughs had a son whom they 
names Dennis Fidelis who was born on Dec. 18, 1883.  He attended the Barr-Township Schools 
and was in the first Commencement Class of 1899.  The ceremonies were held on May 13, at 3:00 
in the afternoon in the United Brethren Church in Montgomery.  As part of the program Dennis 
gave a speech entitled “The Struggle of Labor.” 
 
On May 17, 1910 Dennis Kavanaugh married Ernestine Gough and they set up housekeeping in the 
Kavanaugh home place next to All Saints Church, where their seven children were born.  (They 
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subsequently changed the spelling from Kavanaugh to Cavanaugh. A number of reasons have 
been handed down but none can be confirmed.) 
 
Ernestine Bernadette Gough (who would later become the bride of Dennis Kavanaugh the 
youngest child of Tom and Mary (Brown) Gough had been raised on her parent’s farm northwest of 
Cannelburg, then completed her schooling and received her qualifications to teach.  By the year 
1901, at the age of nineteen, she was teaching in the Barr Township schools and continued her 
teaching career until at least 1907.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dennis and Ernestine “Gough” Cavanaugh Children: 
 

1. The first child was named Mark who was named for his grandfather who died in just two 
years previous in 1909 before his namesake was born.   

2. The second child was Mary who was born in 1913 but tragedy struck when Mary died in 
1916 at the age of three.   

3. Helen was Born in 1915 but just lived to be eight years old when tragedy struck again 
and she died in 1923, a victim of the diphtheria epidemic.  

4. Next was Thomas who was born on Oct. 20, 1917 a child of six at the time when his 
sister Helen died and he remembered watching the funeral cortege from the window of an 
upstairs bedroom. In 1970, Tom, having then recently retired from the colorful career 
with Trans World Airlines, returned to his Grandfather’s home place in Cannelburg with 
his wife Kathleen (Richards).   

5. Edith Eugenia (Jean) was born in 1919.  Jean’s first husband, Lawrence Eminger, died in 
a tragic boat accident when their daughter Claudia was a baby.  Jean later married Jesse 
Willard and they had two daughters, Candace Sue and Jessica. Claudia has a daughter, 
Meredith Jean.  Sue has a daughter Rebecca and a son Matthew. 

6. Catherine Ann would then be the sixth child born.  Catherine and her husband Robert 
Enggass had lived in Rome, Italy  as well as many other cities in the United States as they 
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moved often because her husband was a Professor of Art History in various Universities 
across the country.  

7. The youngest child Dennis was born in 1927. Dennis worked as Regional Accountant for 
the U.S. Postal Service in the area of southern California.  He and his wife Marie lived in 
Southern California.  Their two sons, Dennis Michael and Thomas are currently living in 
California. 

 
As a young man Dennis Fidelis Sr. worked for the railroad, first as a telegrapher and later as station 
master of Cannelburg Depot.  He was a member of the local baseball team and played in the 
Cannelburg Modern Band. 
 
About 1928 Dennis and Ernestine pulled up stakes and moved their children to Wayne, Michigan, 
where Dennis Sr. began work at the Graham Paige Motor Company.  Their oldest son Mark 
remained with relatives in Daviess County until he graduated from Montgomery High School.  
(Mark would later become Head of the Welfare Department for the State of Michigan, and the 
Administrator of Wayne County General Hospital.) 
 
The home place next to All Saints Church remained in the family and was home to many relatives 
and friends for the next forty years.  Dennis (Senior) died suddenly of a heart attack on December 
17, 1938, one day before his 55th birthday.  Ernestine, whose love for classic literature and the 
humanities remained with her throughout her life.  She later died in her sleep in 1956 and both 
Dennis and Ernestine are buried in St. Peters’s Cemetery.   
 
With the passing of Tom Cavanaugh the home place in Cannelburg next to All Saints Church 
was sold in the last few years and his widow Kathleen has moved into a modular home on the lot 
next door to the old Cavanaugh home place.  Kathleen Cavanaugh now resides there.   
  

Left: Pictured is the Cavanaugh House in 
Cannelburg, just west of All Saints 
Church.  This picture was taken on Sunday 
Oct. 20, 2007 as Tom Cavanaugh sat on 
his front porch enjoying the beautiful Fall 
Day.  Tom had just celebrated his 90th 
birthday that day with family and friends. 
Tom retired and moved back to 
Cannelburg with his wife Kathleen 
“Richards” Cavanaugh and resided in this 
house until his passing in the spring of 
2008.  This is the house that Mark and 
Anne Kavanaugh raised their family and 
that would have been Tom’s Grandfather. 
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Right: Pictured is the Old Cavanaugh 
Home place in Cannelburg.  This 
home was also the residence for other 
Kavanaughs as well.  In the late 30’s 
John and Mary Lucy Kavanaugh made 
their home here and in fact the viewing 
for John Kavanaugh was in the front 
room on the south east side of the 
house.  After his passing John’s wife 
Mary Lucy and John’s sister Margaret 
(who was never married), made their 
home there.  In fact Mary Lucy lived 
there until the early 50’s when she 
moved to Detroit, Michigan, to live 
with her son Dr. Harry Kavanaugh.   

Above: The picture is of Pat or 
Patrick Kavanaugh, the son of 
Mark and Anne “Kelly” 
Kavanaugh. Thomas never married.  
He lived with his Sister Bridget.  
Patrick died when he was about 30 
years of age. 
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Left: Pictured is Thomas 
Kavanaugh, second son of 
Mark and Anne “Kelly” 
Kavanaugh. Thomas Mar-
ried Irene. He had two 
daughters and died at the 
young age of 34.  

Right: Pictured are the 
four sons of Mark 
Kavanaugh. Seated in 
front are (L-R) Thomas 
and Dennis Sr., in Back 
are Pat and Joseph.  
Dennis Sr.’s  parents were 
Mark and Mary 
“Dowling”  from Mark’s 
second marriage.  The 
other three sons were from 
the first marriage of Mark 
and Anne “Kelly” 
Kavanaugh.  

Right: Shown is a picture 
of Will Daily (left)        and 
Dennis Cavanaugh 
(right).  Not sure where or 
when this picture was 
taken. Dennis was the son 
of Mark and Mary 
“Dowling” Kavanaugh, 
Married Ernestine Gough 
and they had seven 
children.  Dennis died 
suddenly on Dec. 17, 1938 
just one day ahead of his 
50th birthday.  He was 
living in Wayne, Michigan.  
Dennis Sr.’s last name was 
Kavanaugh with a “K” but 
their family changed the 
name to Cavanaugh. 
Dennis was the father of 
Tom Cavanaugh who  later 
Married Kathleen 
Richards. 
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Above: Pat Kavanaugh (who was nicknamed Honey 
Pat) is in front on right with his right hand on the 
hand cart and holding a shovel, Dennis Cavanaugh is 
standing in back on the right, with a suit, watch chain 
hanging from pocket.  Honey Pat was Dennis’s half-
brother.  Dennis’s Family had changed their name to 
Cavanaugh while Pat still kept the name Kavanaugh. 
We are not sure the others in this picture but we do 
know it was taken at the old Cannelburg Deport close 
to what use to be the old Post Office. 

Below: Pictured are Tom and Kathleen 
Cavanaugh by the old well pump in their 
yard at Cannelburg.  A few months after 
their marriage in California in July of 
1970, they moved back to the home place 
in Cannelburg where Tom was born. 

    

Right: Shown is a picture of Tom Cavanaugh 
beneath the entrance to the Old Cannelburg School.  
Tom had attended the Barr-Township School at one 
time and he returned in April of 1965 at the time the 
school was being torn down by the wrecking ball.  So 
Tom had his friend snap a picture beneath the sign 
above the door on the school.  The school was closed 
around the fall of 1960.  Then over the next several 
years vandals damaged the school and it was heavily 
damaged by a tornado in April of 1962 and had to be 
torn down.  A Church now resides on that property. 
Tom attended the school before his family moved to 
Michigan.  A few years after his retirement from TWA 
in 1968, he returned to the area with his wife 
Kathleen where he spent the next 37 years being 
actively involved in many aspects of living in southern 
Indiana.  He was the first golf pro of the Lakeview 
Golf Course in Loogootee 
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Left: Pictured left are Tom Cavanaugh 
(right) and his sister Catherine 
“Cavanaugh” Enggass when she along 
with her two nieces visited him sometime in 
2005. Tom and Catherine were children of 
Dennis and Ernestine Cavanaugh and 
grandchildren of Mark and Mary 
“Dowling” Kavanaugh. Tom passed away 
in 2008 and Catherine passed away in 
2015.  Both are buried in the west section 
of St. Peter’s Cemetery. 

This Article Published in 1975 
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Left: Pictured is the Tombstone for Mark & Anne 
Kavanaugh.  Mark was born in 1835 and died in 1909.  
Anne Kelly, his wife was born in 1845 and died in 1879.   
Mark was the brother of Timothy Kavanaugh who both 
emigrated from Ireland in the 1800’s.  Mark Kavanaugh 
was the grandfather of Tom (Kathleen) Cavanaugh of 
Cannelburg.  You may notice the difference in the 
spelling of the name as Tom’s Father Dennis changed 
the last name from a “K” to a “C” Cavanaugh.  Mark’s 
first wife died and left him with four children and he 
remarried Mary Dowling and together they had a son 
Dennis Cavanaugh(Tom’s Father).  Mary also had a 
son James by a previous marriage.  Mark and Anne are 
buried in the center section of St. Peter’s Cemetery. 

Right: Pictured is the tombstone for Dennis & 
Ernestine Cavanaugh who are buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in the West Section towards 
the north end.  Dennis and Ernestine had seven 
children and one of those children was Tom 
Cavanaugh who was married to Kathleen and 
lived at Cannelburg.   Dennis was the son of 
Mark & Mary (Dowling) Kavanaugh.  Dennis 
was born on Dec. 18, 1883 and died suddenly 
on December 17, 1938, just a day before his 50th 
birthday.  Ernestine was born on 1882 and died 
in 1956. 
 

Left: Tombstone for Children of Dennis & Ernestine 
Cavanaugh Shown here is the tombstone for Mary 
Cavanaugh, Born in 1913 and Died in 1916 and Helen 
Cavanaugh who was Born in 1915 and Died in 1923 at 
the age of 8 years old.  They are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery on the west Section along with various 
members of the Cavanaugh Family.  They would be 
Tom Cavanaugh’s sisters.  Tom was married to 
Kathleen “Richards” Cavanaugh. 
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Left: the tombstone for Edith “Jean” 
“Cavanaugh” Willard, daughter of Dennis & 
Ernestine “Gough” Cavanaugh.  Edith was 
Born on Dec. 29, 1919 and Died on June 8, 
1978.  She would be Tom Cavanaugh’s Sister 
and would be the Granddaughter of Mark and 
Mary Kavanaugh She is buried in the 
Cavanaugh plot in the west section, about the 
middle. 

Right: the Tombstone for Robert & 
Catherine “Cavanaugh” Enggass.  
Catherine was the daughter of Dennis and 
Ernestine Cavanaugh.  Robert & 
Catherine are buried in the Cavanaugh 
plot in the west section of St. Peter’s 
Cemetery.   

Left: Pictured is the tombstone for 
Thomas & Kathleen “Richards” 
Cavanaugh which is located in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in the west section.  
Thomas was born on Oct. 20, 1917 
and Died on March 12,  2008 at the 
age of 90 years old.  Tom was 
married on July 16, 1970 to 
Kathleen “Richards” and Tom lived 
his last years in Cannelburg, 
Indiana. Kathleen was born on 
March 18, 1928 and still lives in 
Cannelburg.  
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Thomas Cavanaugh 
Born:  Oct. 20, 1917    Died: March 12, 2008 
 
CANNELBURG — Thomas Boniface Cavanaugh, 90, died at 
2:42 p.m. Wednesday at Jasper Memorial Hospital. 

Born Oct. 20, 1917, in Cannelburg, he was the son of Dennis 
F. and Ernestine (Gough) Cavanaugh. 

In 1929, Tom and his family moved from Cannelburg to 
Wayne, Mich. After graduating in 1935 from Wayne High 
School he traveled to Southern California and worked at 
Pacific Aviation before joining the U.S. Army where he served 

in the Occupied Forces in Japan during World War II. His main career was with Trans World 
Airlines during which he held administrative positions in Hawaii, Tokyo, the Philippines, India, 
New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Upon retirement, he and his wife, Kathleen, moved 
back to his home place in Cannelburg where they have lived for the past 37 years. He was a 
member of All Saints Catholic Church and was an avid golfer, winning the Hodogaya, Japan, 
Golf Tournament. 

He is survived by his wife, Kathleen (Richards) Cavanaugh, whom he married July 16, 1970; 
one sister, Catherine Enggass of Ann Arbor, Mich.; two nephews, Michael Cavanaugh of Palm 
Springs, Calif., and Thomas Cavanaugh of San Juan Capistrano, Calif.; three nieces, Claudia 
Scioly and Candace Willard, both of Ann Arbor, Mich., and Jessica Lowe of Edgewood, N.M.; 
and several great-nieces and great-nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, Mark and Dennis M. Cavanaugh; and 
three sisters, Mary Cavanaugh, Helen Cavanaugh and Jean Willard.  A Mass of Christian 
burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Saturday at All Saints Catholic Church in Cannelburg, with 
Rev. James Koressel as celebrant.  

Burial will follow in St. Peter Cemetery. Full military rites will be conducted by the Washington 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. today 
at All Saints Catholic Church, with a rosary at 4 p.m.  Preferred memorials are to Cannelburg-
Montgomery St. Vincent DePaul Society, P.O. Box 10, Montgomery, IN 47558.  Arrangements 
are being made through Ed Lee Mortuary.  
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Left: Shown here is the tombstone of Bridget 
“Kavanaugh” O’Neill Born: 1872 and Died 1942 
and her Husband James E. O’Neill Born: 1870 
and Died 1943.  Bridget and her husband are 
buried in the South Section near the top of the hill 
of St. John’s Cemetery in Washington, In. Bridget 
“Kavanaugh” was the daughter of Mark & Anne 
“Kelly” Kavanaugh.  Bridget & James’s Children 
include Anne (buried here 1896-1967) Margaret, 
Patrick, Frank, Leo (Cabby) and Timothy.  Mark 
and his brother Timothy Kavanaugh emigrated 
from Ireland and settled in Cannelburg.  

Right: Shown here is the tombstone of Frank 
& Hester “Denver” ONeill.  Frank was born 
in 1903 and died in 1958 while Hester was 
born in 1904 and died in 1971.  Frank was the 
son of Bridget Kavanaugh and James ONeill.  
Frank & Hester had 5 daughters, Peggy, 
Patty, Betty, Kay and Barbara.  Frank & 
Hester are buried in  St. John’s Cemetery in 
Washington, Indiana. 

Left: Shown here is the tombstone of 
Patrick Kavanaugh & Joseph 
Kavanaugh, sons of Mark & Anne “Kelly” 
Kavanaugh.  Patrick the oldest child was 
born in 1871 and died in 1938.  Joseph, the 
third child was born in 1879 and died in 
1937. Neither Patrick nor Joseph ever 
married.  Both are buried close to their 
Sisters Bridget & Anne in the old part of 
St. John’s Cemetery in Washington.   

Tombstone for Bridget “Kavanaugh” & husband James E. ONeill  
and their daughter Anne, their son Frank and his wife,  

Bridget’s brothers, Patrick and Joseph. 
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 Left and Below is the tombstone for Margaret 
“O’Neill” Harris and her Husband Herbert Harris.  
They are buried in St. John’s Cemetery in Washington, 
Indiana in the old part.  They did not have any 
children.  You can note on the bottom of this stone is 
their name and some dates.  At first you might miss it 
as this is very unusual to put the Name/Date there. (See 
picture below)  Margaret was born on Sept. 8, 1899 
and died on Jan. 11, 1998 and Herbert died in 1950. 
No date of birth that we can find.  Margaret O’Neill 
was the daughter of Bridget “Kavanaugh” and James 
O’Neill.  

Below Right: Pictured here is the 
Tombstone for Leo “Cabby” O’Neill and 
his wife Leona. Cabby as he was known 
to everyone was born on Feb. 22, 1906 
and died Mar. 6, 1994.  He and his wife 
are buried in Fairview Cemetery not far 
from St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery in 
Jasper.  Cabby’s Mother was Bridget 
Kavanaugh who married James O’Neill.  
Bridget was the daughter of Mark & 
Anne Kavanaugh and Mark along with 
his brother Timothy Kavanaugh came 
from Ireland in the early 1800’s and 
settled in Cannelburg. Timothy was my 
Great Grandfather. Cabby was well 
known in area sports as he coached the 
local Montgomery Vikings Basketball 
team to the sweet 16 in the 1930’s and 
coached Jasper to a State Basketball 
Championship in 1949 for their only 
State Basketball Championship. 
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Michael and Bridget “Hart” O’Connor 
were the parents of nine children.  They 
were in order, 1. Mary Lucy who married 
John Kavanaugh, 2. Julie married Pat 
Kavanaugh, 3. James married Margaret 
Matthews, 4. Matt married Corine Arvin, 
5. Leo who never married, 6.  John 
married Cora Mudd, 7. Anna married 
John Oberst, 8. Joe married Anna Murphy 
and 9. Louis died when he was around 2 
years old.   

Above: Pictured are Bridget & Michael 
O’Connor Jr. in their early 20’s.  Right is 
Michael & Bridget O’Connor possibly in their 
40’s.  Not sure what year these pictures were 
taken.   

 

Michael Jr. & Bridget “Hart” O’Connor Family 

CHAPTER – 5 
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Above: Pictured are Michael 
O’Connor Jr. sitting in front 
Center with his Sisters Julie 
“O’Connor” Collins (left) and 
Kate “O’Connor” Bradley on the 
right.  Julie lived in Texas while 
Kate/Catherine lived in East St. 
Louis area. 

Above: Pictured Michael O’Con-
nor (sitting on Chair) late in his 
life.  Michael O’Connor died in 
1935.  His wife Bridget Hart had 
died in 1900.  Also in this picture 
are his daughter Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh and her 
daughter Sister Bernice 
Kavanaugh.  

The Parents: Michael Jr. & Bridget “Hart” O’Connor.  
Below left is the Tombstone for Michael Jr. and Bridget 
“Hart” O’Connor.  Michael was born in 1852 and Died 
in 1935.  His wife Bridget was born in 1856 and died in 
1900 at the age of 44.  Their youngest of nine children is 
also buried here.  His name was Louis A. who was born in 
1895 and died in 1897.  Louis was around the age of 2 
years old when he died.  This tombstone is located in St. 
Peters Cemetery as you enter the west entrance it will be 
on your right about 1/3 of the way in the middle of the 
cemetery.  Michael and Bridget had 9 children.  Mary 
Lucy, Julie, Jim, Matt, Leo, John, Anna, Joe and Louis.  I 
have always wondered where the name Louis came from 
as all families name their children after someone in the 
family.  Mary Lucy named her son Louis A. Kavanaugh 
and he later passed on that name to his son which is me 
(Louis Jr.), the writer of this family history. I have also 
passed it on to my son Louis A. III.  The name Louis is 
also used on the O’Connor side as well. 

Above: Tombstone for Michael Jr. & 
Bridget “Hart” O’Connor & Family. All 
nine Children of Michael & Bridget 
O’Connor are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery.  The Cemetery is located on hill 
just on the West side of Montgomery.   
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Above: Tombstones for James & Margaret “Egan” Hart.  James and Margaret Hart were 
the parents of Bridget “Hart” O’Connor who married Michael O’Connor Jr.  James Hart 
was born on June 7, 1828 in Co. Kildare Ireland and died on July 26, 1896.  Margaret 
“Egan” Hart was born in Co. Tipperary, Ireland on July 9, 1831 and died on April 16, 1883.  
James and Margaret “Egan” Hart had 10 children.  Of course one of them was Bridget Hart. 
James and Margaret Hart are buried in St. Peters Cemetery and as you enter the east 
driveway, it will be along the road on the left side (West side) of the road.  
 

It is believed that James and Margaret may have lived in the St. Michaels area just North of 
Montgomery as many of the Harts hailed from that area.  The Harts that live in the 
Cannelburg area are descendants as James/Margaret’s son John Pat Hart married Annie 
Doyle and they moved to the Cannelburg area and had sons Jim, Louis “Pete” along with a 
sister Mary Margaret Sinnott.  Bridget “Hart” O’Connor was a sister to John Hart and that 
is how the O’Connors and Harts are related. 
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  Left: Pictured are James and Margaret 

“Egan” Hart.  James immigrated to the 
United States with his parents when he was 
just 12 years old.  This picture was in the All 
Saints Centennial Book in 1990.  
 

           This was one of the Irish families of 
Daviess County who emigrated from County 
Kildare, Ireland in 1840. James was only 12 
years old when he came to Daviess County 
with his parents (James 1780·1865 and 
Catherine 1785·1855), his brother Thomas, and 
his sister Catherine.   His two older brothers 
Patrick and Michael came over in 1836 and his 
other sister Bridget Cheevers came later with 
her husband and two children. 
      The family settled north of Montgomery 
and later moved South of Cannelburg to what 
was later the Quigley place. 
      On August 25, 1852, James married 
Margaret Egan who was born in County 
Tipperary, Ireland.  She came to Daviess 
County in the fall of 1837 with her parents 
Patrick (1792·····) and Bridget (Louregan) 
Egan (1795·1873). Although her father had 
been a merchant in Ireland, he became a farmer 
in Daviess County. 
      James was born June 7, 1828 and died July 
26, 1896. Margaret was born July 9, 1831 and 
died April 16, 1883. They were the parents of 
nine children; the oldest, Sister Mary Anselm, 
became a member of the order of Sisters of 
Providence at Saint Mary's of the Woods. she 
died December 29, 1930. Their daughter 
Bridget married Michael O'Connor, James F. 
married Alice Dixon. Thomas married Bridget 
Heffernan who died young. Thomas later 
married Mayme Carlin. John P. married Annie 
Doyle. Four of the daughters, Mary, Anna, 
Cecelia and Catherine all died young. 
     James Hart was pallbearer for the Reverend 
Father Bartholomew Piers (1820·1895). 

The Article below is from the 1990 All Saints 
Centennial Book. 
 

Information below is Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor’s Mother/Father and her Brothers 
and Sisters.  Bridget’s Parents were James M. 

Jr. & Margaret “Egan” Hart 

James Matthew HART JR. 
Born: 07 June 1828 in County Kildare, Ireland 
Died: 26 July 1896 in Cannelburg, Daviess County,  
      Indiana, USA 
In 1840 at Age: 12, James Jr. Immigrated from Ireland 
with his parents. 
  
On 25 Aug, 1852 Age: 24 James Matthew Hart Jr, 
Married Margaret EGAN Age 21  
Margaret Eagan Hart (1831-1883) Cannelburg, 
Daviess, Indiana, USA 
  
James Jr. Parents were: James M HART Sr. 1780 – 
1865; His Mother was Catherine 1785 – 1855 
 
James Hart Jr. & Margaret “Egan” Hart had ten 
Children: They are listed below 
1.  Margaret HART   1853 – 1930 
2.  Catherine HART  1854 – 1882 
3.  Bridget HART    1856 – 1900 Married Michael 
O’Connor Jr. 
4. Mary HART   1859 – 1890 
5. James F. HART  1861 – 1922 
6. Anna B HART    1863 – 1879 
7. John Patrick HART 1867 – 1925 
    Children Louis A. (Pete) married Essie Sellers,  
    James Matthew married Annie Nolan, Mary “Hart”  
    married  Austin Sinnott. 
8. Jane E HART  1869 – 1872 
9. Thomas HART  1870 – 1939 
10. Cecelia HART  1870 – 1883 
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Left: Pictured are the Louis 
“Pete” & Essie Hart and the 
Jim and Annie Hart Families 
taken around 1940.  Pete and 
Jim Hart’s Father was John 
Patrick Hart, who was a 
brother to Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor who was my Great 
Grand Mother.  Jim and Annie 
had six children and Pete and 
Essie had 3 children.  I was 
very close to these families as I 
worked for just about all of the 
Harts at one time or another 
on the farm. By Louis 
Kavanaugh Jr. 

Left: This picture is of James and Annie “Nolan” 
Hart which was put in the All Saints Centennial 
Book by their family in 1990. They had six Children, 
Joe, Paul, John, Pius, Dorothy and Rosemary.  They 
lived at Cannelburg and attended All Saints Church. 
James, who was known as Jim, was the son of John 
Patrick Hart who was a brother to Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor who married Michael O’Connor Jr.   I 
grew up working for Jim and Annie in the garden, 
mowing the yard and doing just about any work they 
had for me to do.  They were like second parents to 
me and I thought the world of them.  Jim died in 
Sept. of 1966 and Annie died in 1968. Annie came to 
our wedding in July 1966 but Jim had suffered a 
stroke and was not able to attend.  At the time I 
worked for them I did not know they were distant kin 
to me.  They would call my Grandma (Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh) Aunt Mame but I did not 
know why.  Now I know. I will always remember 
these special people.  
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Above: Pictured here are John and 
Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh. 
Mary Lucy was the oldest of 9 children 
of Michael and Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor.  John and Mary Lucy had 
11 children.   
 
 Right Pictured is Mary 
Lucy Kavanaugh’s Fa-
mily after the funeral of 
John Kavanaugh.  The 
picture was taken in front 
of the house where they 
lived in Cannelburg.  In 
Front is Bernie, Sister 
Rosmond, Sister Char-
lotte, Mary Lucy, Sister 
Bernice, Albert.  Back is 
Harry, Frank, Vincent 
and Louis Sr.  The pic-
ture was taken in Dec. of 
1941.   

Above: Tombstone for John & Mary Lucy 
“O’Connor” Kavanaugh.  Mary Lucy was the 
Daughter of Michael & Bridget O’Connor.  
Mary Lucy was the oldest of nine Children. John 
was born in 1871 and died in 1940.  Mary Lucy 
was born in 1877 and died in 1964 at the age of 
86.  They had 11 Children, 7 boys and four 
daughters. Three of their daughters were Nuns 
and two of the children died at an early age. 
 

For More Detail Information on John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Family, Go to Chapter 2 

 
John and Mary Lucy “O’Connor” Kavanaugh Family 

CHAPTER – 5A 
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Left: Pictured are Julie “O’Connor” Kavanaugh with 
her husband Patrick (Pat). Pat is holding their daughter 
Mary.  Julie was the second child of Michael Jr. and 
Bridget “Hart” O’Connor. Julie and Pat Kavanaugh had 
7 children. Timothy who died young, James Patrick, Paul 
Michael, Margaret Veronica Grow, Raymond who died 
young, Robert Leo and Mary Agatha Kleeman. Julie & 
Pat made their home just north of Cannelburg where 
Bob/Janelle Graber now has their home.  Their farm 
bordered Pat’s brothers John and Lawrence.   

Below: Pictured are Julie and Pat Kavanaugh 
(front) and three of their children, in back Bob, Mary 
and Paul. Pat’s brother John Kavanaugh married the 
oldest of the O’Connor girls, Mary Lucy.   Above: Tombstone for Pat & Julie 

“O’Connor” Kavanaugh.  Julie was the 
Daughter of Michael & Bridget 
O’Connor. Julie was the 2nd oldest of 
nine Children. Pat was born in 1868 and 
died in 1949.  Julie was born in 1878 and 
died in 1955 at the age of 77.  They had 7 
Children, 5 boys and 2 daughters. Two of 
the children (sons) died at an early age. 
 

For Additional Information on Pat and Julie “O’Connor” Family, Go to Chapter 4b. 

 
Pat & Julie (O’Connor) Kavanaugh Family 

CHAPTER – 5B 
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  Below: Matt and Corine “Arvin” O’Connor Wedding Day on April 
27, 1909.  Jim O’Connor (left) and Zeta Lavelle Right stood up with 
them on Wedding Day 

Above: Picture of Matt 
O’Connor in his early 
years.  

Right: Picture of the 
Matt/Corine O’Con-
nor Family with two 
of the sons in their 
military uniforms. In 
Front, Matt, Corine, 
Helen, Back, Herman, 
Carl and Harold. 
Herman was wearing 
Harold’s Navy cap 
but was not in the 
military. 

Left: Matt & Corine 
O’Connor & Corine’s 
Mother, Mrs. Arvin. 
 

 
Matt & Corine (Arvin) O’Connor Family 

CHAPTER – 5C 
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  Matt and Corine had 5 

children, Joseph Otis died 
at age one, Harold, 
Helen, Carl and Herman. 
Picture Left: Family 
Picture of Matt (right) 
and Corine (Center) 
O’Connor.  Also Helen 
front left, in back, (L-R) 
Harold, Carl and Herman 

Above: Matt, Corine, Bernie 
and Helen Fuhs on their 
wedding day along with 
Bernie’s Mom. 

Above Matt & Corine 
“Arvin” O’Connor, Pic-
ture taken on the day of 
their daughter’s (Helen) 
wedding.  

Above Matt O’Connor hold-
ing his Granddaughter Cor-
ine (Kit).  Matt lived where 
Bernie and Helen Fuhs 
raised their Family and Mike 
and Patty Fuhs now live. 
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  Left: children of 

Matt and Corine 
O’Connor.  Starting 
in front are Carl, 
Helen and Harold 
O’Connor. Right: 
Helen, Herman and 
Carl O’Connor.  
 

Above: The tombstone for Matt & Corine 
“Arvin” O’Connor. Matt was born on Aug. 
22, 1882 and died on June 27, 1952. 
Corine was born on Mar. 15, 1882 and 
died on Feb. 22, 1945. Matt was the 4th of 
9 children. Matt and Corine had five 
children, Joseph who died at one year old, 
Harold, Helen, Carol and Herman.    

Above: picture which was taken about 1950 on 
Matt/Corine’s home place.  Shown here are Carl 
& Betty O’Connor, Joan Fuhs, Norb Fuhs and Kit 
O’Connor (playing on the ground), Harold 
O’Connor, Tony Fuhs, Uncle Leo O’Connor, 
Standing in back are Matt O’Connor, Herman 
O’Connor, Helen & Bernie Fuhs.   
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Above: Herman and Dorothy O’Connor Family.  
Front (L-R) Matt, Mary Jane, Dorothy, Herman, Sister 
Anna Corine, Kevin, Back (L-R) Adrian, Pauline, Tim, 
Fred, Phyllis, Belinda, Louie. This picture was taken at 
Herman and Dorothy’s 50th Wedding Anniversary at 
All Saints Hall in Cannelburg on May 23, 1999.   

Above: Picture of Carl and Betty 
O’Connor when Carl was in the 
service. Carl started in the navy but 
then transferred to the Marine Corp 
where he was a dive bomber for the 
Marines. 

Above Herman O’Con-
nor when he was about 6 
months old.   
 

Above: Herman O’Con-
nor when he was in High 
School.   

Above: Herman & Dorothy “Col-
vin” O’Connor on their Wedding 
Day, May 21, 1949.  John P. Hart & 
Louise Colvin stood up with them.   
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Above: Dr. Carl & Betty O’Connor’s Family: 
picture here in front are Betty holding Lori, Julie, 
Jan and Carl.  In Back (L-R) Jim, Pat and Mark. 
Picture was taken in the 1961 as Lori being the 
baby, was born on July 23 1961.   

Above: Bernie & Helen “O’Connor” Fuhs 
Family. Picture was taken in the summer of 1956 
in the yard between St. Peter’s Church and the 
Priest House. Mike in front, middle row (L-R) Jim, 
Norb, Tony, in back (L-R) Joan, Helen and Bernie.  

Above: Bernie & Helen “O’Connor” 
Fuhs Wedding. Picture October 1, 1940.  
Standing is Carl O’Connor and Bernie’s 
Sister.   

Above: Picture of Harold & Betty “Mont-
gomery” O’Connor when Harold was in 
the Navy. 
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Above: This is Betty O’Connor 
holding Corine “Kit” O’Connor 
when she was a few months old.   

Above: Pictured here is Betty O’Connor holding her 
nieces (Harold & Betty’s Children) Julie & Kit 
O’Connor.  Betty died when the girls were very young 
and Family members helped Harold to raise the girls.    

Left: Pictured here are Harold & Betty 
“Montgomery” O’Connor (Left) on their wedding 
day. Standing up with them was Helen 
“O’Connor” Fuhs (right) and Betty’s brother Jim 
Montgomery (Back right).  Harold and Betty had 
two girls, Kit and Judy. Harold was the son of Matt 
and Corine “Arvin” O’Connor.  
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DR. CARL O'CONNOR BORN: JULY 27, 1922 – DIED: DEC. 24, 2014 

Dr. Carl Bernard O’Connor, DDS, 92, of Washington, passed away at his 
home Wednesday Dec. 24, 2014 Carl was born July 27, 1922, in 
Montgomery, to Corine (Arvin) and Matthew A. O’Connor. He graduated 
from Montgomery High school in 1940. He served as a U.S. Marine Corps 
bomber pilot and obtained the rank of Captain. Carl graduated from 
Vincennes University in 1949 and St. Louis University School of Dentistry in 
1953. 

He married Betty Wade Aug. 18, 1944, in Cherry Point, North Carolina. He 
was a member of St. Peter Catholic Church, Montgomery, the American 
Legion Post 121, VFW, the Faithful Navigator of the Fourth Degree Knights 
of Columbus, Moose, Rotarian, board of directors of Indiana State Board of 

Examiners of Dentistry, president of the First District Dental Society from 1969 to 1970, he was 
president of St. Simon’s Parent-Teacher Association in 1958, president of St. Simon’s CCD for four 
years, he was president of the local Industrial Committee from 1958 – 1961, president of the Jaycees 
in 1957, received the Outstanding Service Award in 1961, was a director for 20 years on the YMCA 
board, and chairman of the board at the YMCA 1968-1971, and oversaw the building of the Aquatic 
Center at the Y, Parish Council for St. Simon Church 1962-1965, and he received the Brute Award 
from the Diocese of Evansville, also awarded the Laetare Award in 1966 and also in 1966 was voted 
“Father of the Year.” 

He is survived by his wife, Betty O’Connor; daughters Julia Ann (Michael McAninch) O’Connor of 
Westfield, Jan (Jim) Evrard of Washington, Lori (Dana) Craig of Yadkinville, North Carolina; sons 
Jim (Sheryl) O’Connor of Walton, Kentucky, Pat (Chan) O’Connor of Greenwood, and Mark (Yumi) 
O’Connor of Washington; one brother, Herman O’Connor of Montgomery, 28 grandchildren; and 
24 great-grandchildren. 

Carl is preceded in death by his sister, Helen Fuhs, and brothers, Harold O’Connor and Ottis 
O’Connor.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at 11 a.m. at St. Peter Catholic Church in 
Montgomery. Burial with full military graveside rites to follow by the Washington American Legion 
and VFW in St. John Cemetery, Washington. Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday at Ed 
Lee Mortuary. Memorial contributions may be made to Immaculate Conception Monastery, 802 E. 
10th Street, Ferdinand, IN 47532 

 
 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING IS OBITUARIES FOR DR. CARL O’CONNOR, HERMAN & DOROTHY O’CONNOR 
AND THEIR SISTER HELEN “O’CONNOR” FUHS AS APPEARED IN THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER 
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BETTY O'CONNOR: BORN: FEB 19, 1924 – DIED:  NOV 14, 2016 
(Wife of Dr. Carl O’Connor) 
 
Betty L. O'Connor, 92, of Washington, passed away at her home Monday at 
7:45 p.m. Betty was born Feb. 19, 1924, in Washington, to Lee Wade and 
Blanche (Summer) Wade.  
She was a member of St. Peter Catholic Church, Montgomery, and a former 
member of St. Simon and St. Mary churches.  
 
She married Carl B. O'Connor on Aug. 18, 1944, in Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. Carl preceded her in death after 70 years of marriage.  She was the 
backbone of the household and supported her husband in all his endeavors. 

She is survived by daughters Julia Ann (Michael McAninch) O'Connor of Westfield, Jan (Jim) 
Evrard of Washington, Lori (Dana) Craig of Yadkinville, North Carolina; sons Jim (Sheryl) 
O'Connor of Fishers, Pat (Chan) O'Connor of Greenwood, and Mark (Yumi) O'Connor of 
Washington; 28 grandchildren; and 26 great-grandchildren.  
 
Betty is preceded in death by her parents; two sisters, Jean Bruner and Margie Edminson; and two 
brothers, Don Wade and Joe Wade.  
 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated Saturday at 11 a.m. at St. Peter Catholic Church in 
Montgomery. Burial will follow at St. John Cemetery, Washington.  Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Friday at Ed Lee Mortuary. Memorial donations may be made to St. Peter Catholic Church, 
P.O. Box 10, Montgomery, IN 47558 and Providence of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order, 1820 Mt. 
Elliott St., Detroit, MI 48207 www.thecapuchins.org/donate  

 

HERMAN O’CONNOR  BORN: DEC. 26, 1924 – DIED MARCH 20, 2015 

Posted: Sunday, March 22, 2015 5:12 pm  

MONTGOMERY — Herman O’Connor, 90, passed away at 5:17 p.m. Friday at St. Francis Health 
Center in Indianapolis. He was born on Dec. 26, 1924, in Montgomery, to Matthew and Corine 
(Arvin) O’Connor.  

He was a retired farmer and was a member of St. Peter Catholic Church, Montgomery Ruritan Club, 
Knights of Columbus, and Holy Name Society. Herman was caretaker of St. Peters Cemetery for 
many years. 

He is survived by five daughters, Mary Jane (Robert) Henning of Gwinn, Michigan, Sister Anna C. 
O’Connor of Louisville, Kentucky, Phyllis M. (Marvin) Betz of Celestine, Pauline T.(Patrick) 
Rickard of Brownsburg, and Belinda C.(Frank) Delgado of Miami, Florida; six sons, Matthew E.  
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(Glenda) O’Connor of Elnora, Kevin P. (Diana Burch) O’Connor of Loogootee, Fred L. (Beth) 
O’Connor of Beech Grove, Louis J. (Melissa) O’Connor of Montgomery, Adrian A.(Kathryn) 
O’Connor of Montgomery, and Timothy H. "Tim" O’Connor of Washington; 34 grandchildren; and 
46 great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy (Colvin) O’Connor, on Oct. 16, 2005, whom he had 
married on May 21, 1949. He was also preceded in death by one sister, Helen Fuhs; three brothers, 
Ottis O’Connor, Harold O’Connor, and Carl O’Connor. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Thursday at St. Peter Catholic Church, with 
Rev. James Koressel and Rev. Kenneth Walker as con-celebrants. Burial will follow in St. Peter 
Cemetery. Visitation will be from 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, with a Rosary at 3:30 p.m. at St. 
Peter Catholic Church and visitation will also be on Thursday from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

Memorial Donations may be given to Red Door Industries, 2212 E. National Highway, Washington, 
IN 47501 or St. Peter Cemetery, 9881E 200S, Cannelburg, IN 47519.  Arrangements are being made 
through Ed Lee Mortuary. Condolences may be sent to the family online at www.edleemortuary.com  

 

DOROTHY O’CONNOR BORN MARCH 8, 1930 -- DIED:OCT. 16, 2005;  WIFE OF HERMAN 
O’CONNOR, SON OF MATT & CORINE O’CONNOR. 

MONTGOMERY — Dorothy J. O’Connor, 75, died at midnight Sunday at Daviess Community 
Hospital. Born March 8, 1930, in Daviess County, she was the daughter of Patrick and Mary (Riney) 
Colvin and a 1947 graduate of Glendale High School. 
 
She was a member of St. Peter’s Altar Society, Washington Daughters of Isabella, St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church and Four Rivers Vocational Rehabilitation. She served on the election board of 
Barr Township for several years, was a teacher of SPREAD of Washington and co-chaired St. 
Peter’s bereavement committee. She enjoyed gardening and sewing. 
 
Survivors include her husband, Herman O’Connor, whom she married May 21, 1949; six sons 
Matthew E. O’Connor of Elnora, Kevin P. O’Connor of Jasper, Fred O’Connor of Indianapolis, 
Louis J. O’Connor and Adrian A. O’Connor, both of Montgomery, and Timothy O’Connor, at home; 
five daughters, Mary Jane Henning of Gwinn, Mich., Sister Anna C. O’Connor of Louisville, Ky., 
Phyllis M. Betz of Celestine, Pauline T. Richard of Brownsburg and Belinda C. Delgado of Fishers;  
three brothers, Lawrence Colvin and Earl Colvin, both of Washington, and James F. Colvin of 
Mishawaka; two sisters, Bernadette Craney of Cannelburg and Louise O’Connor of Greenfield; 31 
grandchildren; and 18 great-grandchildren. 
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Three brothers, Jerry Colvin, Raymond Colvin and Bernard Colvin, and four sisters, Catherine 
Spaulding, Josephine Wade, Clara Shedelbower and Rosemary Rayman, are deceased. 
 
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Wednesday at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in 
Montgomery, with Rev. James Koressell as celebrant. Burial will be in St. Peter’s Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday at the church with a D of I memorial service at 4 
p.m., and from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Wednesday with a rosary at 9:30 a.m. at the church. Preferred 
memorials are to St. Peter’s Cemetery. Arrangements were made through Ed Lee Mortuary.  

 

HELEN M. FUHS  BORN: JUNE 22, 1919 – DIED: SEPT. 9, 2005 

MONTGOMERY — Helen M. Fuhs, 86, died at 11:50 a.m. Friday at Eastgate Manor Nursing Home. 
Born June 22, 1919, in Daviess County, she was the daughter of Corine Elizabeth (Arvin) and 
Matthew O’Connor. 
 
A Montgomery High School graduate, she also graduated from Vincennes Business College. She was 
a member of St. Peter Catholic Church and St. Peter’s Altar Society. She loved to quilt and was an 
avid seamstress. 
 
She is survived by sons and daughters-in-law, Anthony “Tony” and Trudy Fuhs of Montgomery, 
James “Jim” and Lil Fuhs of Washington, Norbert “Norb” and Maggie Fuhs of Mitchell, and 
Michael “Mike” and Patty Fuhs of Montgomery; daughter and son-in-law, Mary “Joan” and Robert 
McReynolds of Kokomo; brothers, Carl O’Connor of Washington,  
and Herman O’Connor of Montgomery; 12 grandchildren; and 28 great-grandchildren. 
 
Her husband, Bernard F. Fuhs, whom she married Oct. 1, 1940, died May 18, 2002. One infant 
daughter, Carol Jean Fuhs, and one brother, Harold O’Connor, are also deceased. 
 
A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Monday at St. Peter Catholic Church,  
Montgomery, with Frs. James Koressel, Kenneth Walker and Joseph Erbacher officiating.  
Burial will be in St. Peter Cemetery. 
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Left: Pictured is the tombstone for Carl and Betty 
O’Connor.  They are buried in St. John’s Cemetery 
in Washington.  Their graves are located northeast 
of the main cross on the hill.  Carl and Betty had 6 
children, three boys, Jim, Pat, Mark and three girls, 
Lori, Julie and Jan.  Carl passed away on Dec. 24, 
2014 and Betty died on Nov. 14, 2016.   
 

Right: Pictured is the tombstone for Herman 
and Dorothy “Colvin”  O’Connor.  Herman 
was the son of Matt & Corine O’Connor and 
they had 11 Children.  They are buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery in the north end of the 
center section.  

Left & Above: Obituary for Bernard Fuhs, 
Born: Aug. 23, 1915 Died: May 18, 2002 
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Below: Tombstone for Harold and Elizabeth “Betty” 
(Montgomery) O’Connor. They are buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery along the east section. They had 
two daughters, Corine and Judy.   

Left: Pictured is the Tombstone for 
Bernie & Helen “O’Connor” Fuhs.  
They had six children, Joan, Carol 
Jean (who died at birth), Tony, 
Norbert, Jim and Mike.  They are 
buried in the center section of St. 
Peter’s Cemetery, towards the north 
end near the big cross. See the picture 
below left  of the back of the stone with 
the children’s names on it.  Helen Fuhs 
was the daughter of Matt and Corine 
O’Connor. 

Above is the Tombstone for Joseph 
O’Connor, the infant son of Matt and 
Corine O’Connor who died when he was 
about one year old.  He was the oldest of 
the five children of Matt and Corine.  He 
is buried in the center section of St. 
Peter’s Cemetery.   
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Left: John and Cora “Mudd” 
O’Connor Wedding Day, (Center). 
Jim O’Connor (Left) and Cora’s 
Sister  Josephine  Mudd, who was the 
Maid of Honor stood up with them on 
their wedding day on June 18, 1912.  
Cora’s sister never married. 

Above: John and Cora were 
Married on June 18, 1912 and had 
10 children.  John was born on 
Aug. 30, 1887 and died on July 23, 
1973.  Cora was born on Oct. 14, 
1891 and died on July 29, 1974. 

Above:  John and Cora O’Connor’s Tombstone in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery west of Montgomery.  John was born 
on Aug. 30, 1887 and died on July 23, 1973.  Cora was 
born on Oct. 14, 1891 and died on July 29, 1974.  John 
was 6th of 9 children.  John and Cora had 10 Children, 
Michael, Ernie, Camila, Paul, Bob, Tommy, Twins Aggie 
& Austin, Danny and Charles (Wimpy).    
 

 
John & Cora (Mudd) O’Connor Family 

CHAPTER – 5D 
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Right: John & Cora 
O’Connor’s Family, Picture 
taken in the late 30’s.  Pictured 
here is Front: Charles 
“Wimpy” & Danny, 2nd Row 
(L-R): Bob, Tom, Austin, Aggie, 
and Ernie.  Back Row (L-R): 
Mike, Cora, Camilla, John, and 
Paul. 

Right: Paul & Pat O’Connor Family: In 
this picture is front (L-R) Janet, Steve (on 
his First Communion Day) and Eileen. In 
Back is Paul O’Connor and his wife Pat.  
The picture was taken sometime in April of 
1966.  Paul was the son of John & Cora 
“Mudd” O’Connor. 

Above: Paul O’Connor, Son 
of John and Cora “Mudd” 
O’Connor during his military 
days.   
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Left is of Steve 
O’Connor on his First 
Communion Day in 
1966 along with his 
Aunt Aggie.  Right is a 
picture of Steve 
O’Connor and Janet 
“O’Connor” Beckman.  
Steve, who lived in 
Florida, passed away. 
Janet lives in Jasper. 
Both are Grand-
children of John and 
Cora O’Connor.   

Above: Shown here is the Wedding picture of (Center) Bob 
& Mary “McAtee” O’Connor, Standing up with them were 
Herman O’Connor (Left, Bob’s Cousin) and on the right is 
Anna “Raney” Porter from Loogootee.  Bob was the son of 
John and Cora O’Connor and Herman was the son of Matt 
and Corine. 

Above: The picture here is of 
Ernie and Rose O’Connor 
(Center) on their wedding day 
June 18, 1949. On the right is 
Danny O’Connor (Ernie’s 
Brother) and on the left is Rose’s 
Sister Eleanor “Smith” Hopkins 
who stood up with them.  They 
were married at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Loogootee.   
Ernie and Danny were sons of 
John and Cora O’Connor. 
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Above: Pictured are Danny and Louise O’Connor as 
they celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary.  Also 
pictured with them is Wimpy O’Connor (left) and 
Louise’s cousin Martha who stood up with them when 
they got married.  Wimpy’s real name was Charles 
Edward O’Connor but no one knew his real name as 
they just knew his nickname.   Above: Pictured are Danny and 

Louise “Colvin” O’Connor on their 
wedding day.  Also in the picture is 
Danny brother Wimpy (Left) and 
Louise’s cousin Martha on the right. 

Above: Pictured are two sons of John & Cora 
O’Connor.  Shown here is middle, Dottie “Wade” and 
Wimpy O’Connor and on the ends is Louise “Colvin” 
(left) and Dan O’Connor (right).  Dan lives in 
Greenfield and Wimpy in Indianapolis.   

Above: Pictured is John 
& Cora “Mudd” 
O’Connor’s Daughter 
Aggie.   
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Left: This is a picture of 
Camilla O’Connor who 
was the daughter of 
John and Cora 
O’Connor.  This picture 
was probably taken 
during her high school 
days.  Camilla later 
married Raymond Mc-
Kinney from Wash-
ington.  Received this 
picture from Wimpy 
O’Connor. 

Above is Austin O’Connor 
while serving in the U.S. 
Navy during WWII.  Austin 
was the son of John and 
Cora O’Connor.  Austin 
later died in 1951 in an 
accident at his home.  
Received this picture from 
Wimpy O’Connor. 
 

Above: Pictures came from Wimpy O’Connor and they are of his 
brothers/sisters.  They are children of John and Cora O’Connor.  They are 
school pictures taken at various times when they were growing up.  Starting at 
the top, (L-R) is Tommy, Twins Austin and Aggie, Dan, Wimpy, Bottom (L-R) 
Michael, Ernie, Camilla, Paul and last is Bob.   
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Above: O’Connor Cousins:  This picture shows several O’Connor Cousins in the 
1930’s.  front row (L-R) ??, Danny O’Connor, ??, Herman O’Connor, back row, 
Carl O’Connor, George Kavanaugh, Ray O’Connor, Ernie O’Connor.  Received 
this picture from Herman O’Connor and he was not sure of all who were in this 
picture.  

Right: I believe this picture was 
taken in front of Louis Sr. and 
Catherine’s home sometime 
around the 1930’s.  The picture 
was taken when John & Mary 
Lucy still owned the farm before it 
was later sold to their son Louis 
Sr..  Not sure where I got this 
picture, maybe from the O’Connor 
family and not sure who is in this 
picture.  I do believe the girl in 
back row far right is Rose 
Kavanaugh and on the left of her 
is Margaret “Kavanaugh” Grow. 
Not sure of the rest in this picture. 
Could be more of the O’Connor 
Cousins.    
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Left: Charles Edward 
“Wimpy” & Dorothy 
“Wade” O’Connor Family.  
Pictured left are (L-R)  
Charles Edward “Wimpy”, 
Dottie, and children, Paula 
Lecher, Andy O'Connor, 
Cindy Bond, Tom O'Connor 
and Jim O'Connor.  Infant 
Michael died at birth and 
Jim has also passed away.  
This picture was taken on 
Thanksgiving Day 2012. 
Wimpy O’Connor is the 
youngest son of John and 
Cora O’Connor.  Wimpy 
and his wife Dottie live in 
Morrisville south of 
I di li  Wi  d hi  

     
     

     
 

Right: Pictured is Tommy  O’Connor just 
a short time before his death. Tommy died 
Sept. 4, 2006.  Tommy’s Wife had died on 
Sept. 30 of 2000. Tommy and Lucy had five 
children, Danny, Johnny, Joan, Bill & 
Jimmie.  I believe this picture was taken at 
the O’Connor Reunion in August of 2006 
at McCormicks Creek just west of 
Bloomington and he died a couple weeks 
later.  Picture came from Wimpy 
O’Connor.     

his wife Dottie live in Mooresville south of Indianapolis. Wimpy and his brother Dan are the only 
children still living of the John and Cora O’Connor.  
 

Thomas E. O'Connor 82, Pittsboro, died September 4, 2006. He had been a printer for the 
Indianapolis Star for 20 years, retiring in 1986. He was a WWII veteran of the U.S. Army and a 
member of St. Malachy Catholic Church and the Old Time Printers Union.  

Funeral services will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, September 8, 2006 at St. Malachy 
Catholic Church, Brownsburg, with visitation from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Thursday, September 7th at 
Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg. Committal service and burial will be 3:30 p.m. in St. Joseph 
Catholic Cemetery, Bramble, IN.  

He was preceded in death by wife Lucy Strange O'Connor. Survivors include sons James 
O'Connor, Daniel O'Connor, John O'Connor and William O'Connor; daughter Joan O'Connor; 
brothers Daniel O'Connor and Charles O'Connor; sister Agnes Arvin; and 6 grandchildren. 
Contributions may be made to St. Malachy Church.  
 

Obituary for Thomas E. O’Connor, son of John & Cora “Mudd” O’Connor 
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Above: The Tombstone is that of Bob & Mary “McAtee” O’Connor formerly of Bramble 
Indiana.  Bob is buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Bramble near the east side of the cemetery.  
Bob’s wife Mary is still living and lives with her daughter in Ohio.  Bob was the son of John & 
Cora O’Connor of Montgomery.  Note the picture on the left is the front of the Tombstone and 
the picture on the right is the back of the stone that lists the children’s names.  Bob and Mary 
had 7 children, Kenneth, Kathryn, Edward, Paula, Linda, Bonnie and Cheryl.   

Above: Pictured is the tombstone for Thomas & Lucy O’Connor.  Tommy as he was called was 
the son of John and Cora O’Connor.  He & his wife lived in Indianapolis but are buried in St. 
Joseph’s Cemetery in Bramble Indiana.  The picture on the left is the front of the stone while 
the picture on the right has the marker detailing Tommy’s Service to his country while serving 
in the U.S. Army. Tommy and Lucy had five children, Danny, Johnny,  Joan, Bill & Jimmie. 

Left: The Tombstone of Dan & Louise 
“Colvin” O’Connor of Greenfield Indiana.  
Both are still living at the time of this writing 
and both grew up in this area but will come 
back for burial here at St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery.  This stone is on the east side of 
the Cemetery.  Dan is the son of John & Cora 
“Mudd” O’Connor. Many of Dan’s family 
are buried in this cemetery.   Dan & Louise 
had five children, Dennis, Stephen, Julie, 
Christine and Michael.   
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  Left: Pictured is the tombstone for 
Aggie and Ross McKinney. Aggie was 
the daughter of John & Cora "Mudd” 
O’Connor and she and her husband 
farmed in Washington Indiana.  They 
are buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery on 
the east side with many of Aggies family 
members.  Aggie and her sister Camilla 
married the McKinney brothers Ross 
and Raymond.  Aggie and Ross had 
seven children, Patsy, Mary Louise, 
Jeanne, Barbara, Nancy, Jimmie and 
Larry. 

Left: Pictured is the tombstone for 
Camilla and Raymond McKinney. 
Camilla was the daughter of John & 
Cora "Mudd” O’Connor and she and 
her husband farmed in Washington 
Indiana.  They are buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery on the east side with many of 
Aggies family members.  Aggie and her 
sister Camilla married the McKinney 
brothers Ross and Raymond. Camilla 
and Raymond had four children: Dave, 
Marie, Kathleen and Peggy. 
 
 

Left: Pictured is the tombstone for 
Paul and Pat “Clements” 
O’Connor. Paul was the son of 
John & Cora "Mudd” O’Connor.  
Paul and Pat adopted three 
children, Janet, Steve and Eileen.  
Paul & Pat lived just outside the 
east gate of St. Peter’s Cemetery 
but were buried in St. John’s 
Cemetery in Washington. Their 
burial plot is just inside the south 
gate on the hillside at St. John’s 
Cemetery.   
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Left: Picture is the tombstone for 
John Michael O’Connor son of 
John and Cora O’Connor.  John 
died when he was only 31 years of 
age.  He was married to the former 
Betty “Watson” and they had two 
children, Kay and Sue.  John 
Michael was buried in St. Peter’s 
Cemetery on the east section about 
midway next to his parents.   

Right: Picture is the tombstone for Austin 
Leo O’Connor son of John and Cora 
O’Connor.  Austin died when he was only 
25 years of age as he was electrocuted 
while working in the garage.  He was not 
married.  Austin Leo was buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery on the east section about 
midway next to his parents.   
 

Ernest (Ernie) & Rose “Smith” O’Connor 
Ernie died in Florida and was cremated and his ashes buried in St. John’s Cemetery in 
Loogootee.  His wife Rose is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Barr Twp.  Rose had a son 
Ronnie when they got married and Ernie adopted him.  Ernie had Rose had seven children 
together, The Children are Ronnie, Tim, Phil, Carrie, Austin, George, Richard and Charles 
Edward.  Ronnie, Tim and Phil are deceased. Tim was killed while serving in the Army in 
Vietnam.   
 

Charles Edward (Wimpy) & Dottie “Wade” O’Connor 
Wimpy as he has been called since his early days lives near Mooresville Indiana with his wife 
Dottie “Wade” O’Connor.  They had six children:  Jim, Tom, Cindy, Andy, (Infant Michael), 
and Paula. The infant Michael died at birth and Jim has also passed away.   
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AGNES “O’CONNOR” ARVIN BORN: JUNE 29, 1926 – DIED: MARCH 2, 2014 
 

The Washington Times-Herald  
NAPERVILLE, Ill. — Agnes “Aggie” McKinney Arvin, 87, died Sunday in Naperville after a long 
illness. She was born on June 29, 1926, in Montgomery, to John and Cora O’Connor. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, her siblings Mike, Ernie, Camilla, Paul, Bob, Tommy 
and twin brother Austin. She was also preceded in death by her husband Ross McKinney (1962), 
husband Cornelius Arvin (1994) and daughter Patsy McKinney Jones (1992). 
 

She is survived by her brothers Danny and wife Louise O’Connor and Charles (Wimpy) and wife 
Dottie O’Connor, all of Indiana; and by her children Mary McKinney and husband Charles 
Clabough of Tennessee, Larry McKinney and wife Melanie of Missouri, Carol and husband Charlie 
Reiling of South Carolina, Jim McKinney and wife Melissa Cullison of Missouri, Barbara 
McKinney of Indiana, and Nancy and husband Jay Pults of Illinois.  She is also survived by 
grandchildren Aaron Pentzer of Missouri, Jeremy Jones of Indiana, Ben Reiling of Indiana, Emily 
Reiling McManama of Missouri, Dustin Jones of Indiana, Clark Whitson of Georgia, Connor 
McKinney of Missouri, Jack Pults of Illinois, Ross McKinney of Indiana and Cameron Pults of 
Illinois; and by great-grandchildren Evan Jones, Marissa Jones, Olivia Jones, Chloe Jones, all of 
Indiana, Sydney Pentzer, Kaitlyn Pentzer, Tyler Pentzer all of Missouri, and Max McManama. 
Aggie was also the beloved aunt of 61 nieces and nephews. 
 

Aggie lived most of her life in Washington and was known for her delicious baked goods such as 
yeast rolls and pies as well as for her exceptional crocheting skills. She frequently bestowed mouth-
watering baked treats and lovely crocheted treasures on her loved ones. 
Her daughter Nancy McKinney Pults was her primary caregiver in her last years, providing loving 
care, comfort and devotion on a day-to-day basis. The family will always cherish and appreciate 
Nancy’s unselfish and constant presence. 
 

Visitation will be Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s Church, 305 N. Second St., 
Montgomery. The funeral Mass will be at 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s Church. 
Memorial donations may be made to the Society of St. Vincent De Paul, 815 W. Main St., 
Washington, IN 47501. 
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Left: a picture of Ernie O’Connor 
and six of the eight children.  
Shown here are Ernie in back, (L-
R) Phil, Tim, Austin and George. 
Rick and Carrie are in front.  Son 
Ron was in the Army at the time of 
the picture and Chuck wasn't born 
yet. We assume that Rose, the 
mother, was taking the picture and 
was pregnant with younger 
brother Chuck. The picture was 
taken at Ernie and Rose’s home 
place north of St. Mary’s (Barr-
Twp.) Church northwest of 
Loogootee. Ernie was the son of 
John and Cora “Mudd” O’Connor 
Family.  Thanks to Carrie 
“O’Connor” Brett for the Picture. 

Left: Picture was 
taken of Ernie and 
Rose O’Connor’s 
family at the time of 
Carrie’s Wedding.  
Shown here is (L-R) 
Chuck, Phil, Ron, 
Austin, George, and 
Rick with Carrie in 
her wedding dress 
sitting in front with 
her mother Rose.  
This picture was taken 
at St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Loogootee 
on June 4th, 1983 at 
Carrie’s wedding day.    
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OBITUARY FOR PHILIP O’CONNOR, 
BORN: MAY 14, 1950, DIED: JULY 14, 2011 
SON OF ERNIE & ROSE MARY O’CONNOR 

 
Washington Times-Herald    

 
LOOGOOTEE — Philip Stephen O’Connor, 61, died Thursday at Deaconess Hospital in 
Evansville. Born May 14, 1950, in Washington, he was the son of Ernest J. and Rose Mary 
(Smith) O’Connor.  

 
A 1968 graduate of Barr-Reeve High School, he went on to be a journeyman carpenter, 
graduating from Construction College in Daytona Beach, Fla., where he earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in construction and architecture. He worked for 27 years constructing churches, 
banks and hotels in Florida. He was a member of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church and 
School in Daytona Beach.  

 
He is survived by his mother, Rose Mary O’Connor of Loogootee; one daughter, Shawna 
O’Connor of Brattenburg, Vt.; two sons, Philip Stephen Wagler of Chicago, Ill., and Cory 
O’Connor of Daytona Beach; four brothers, Austin, George, Richard and Charles O’Connor, 
all of Loogootee; one sister, Carolyn Brett of Dover Hill; two grandchildren, Jareth Trent 
O’Connor and Elizabeth Faye Sullivan Wagler. Also surviving is Eileen Murphy of Daytona 
Beach, the mother of Cory O’Connor and the late Megan Rose O’Connor.  He is preceded in 
death by his father, Ernest O’Connor, and one daughter, Megan Rose O’Connor.  

 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Saturday at St. John Catholic Church 
in Loogootee. Burial will be in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery in Barr Township in Daviess 
County. Visitation is from 9 a.m. until the hour of service at Brocksmith Funeral Home. The 
Sons of the Legion will pay their respects at 9:30 a.m. at funeral home. Online condolences may 
be made at www.brocksmithblakefuneralhomes.com.  

Left: This picture is 
that of Timothy 
O’Connor who was 
the son of Ernie and 
Rose O’Connor.  
Tim was killed in 
action in Vietnam. 
Tim is buried at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery in 
Barr Twp..  Timothy 
was born on Jan. 13, 
1952 and was killed 
on Oct. 23, 1970.   

Tombstone for Timothy O’Connor 
Killed in Action in Vietnam 

Born: Jan. 13, 1952 
Died: Oct. 23, 1970 
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Left is the telegram that Rose O’Connor 
(Mother of Timothy O’Connor) received 
in November of 1970 informing her of the 
death of her son who was killed in 
Vietnam on Oct. 23, 1970.  Many of us 
have heard of these painful telegrams that 
inform the family of a loved one killed in 
action but this is the first one I have seen.  
Even though there is not much said in this 
piece of paper it gives us a sense of grief 
in what the family went through at that 
time.    

Above: These pictures are of the Memorial for Timothy 
O’Connor that is in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Barr Twp.  
Above left: You will see the verbiage up close:  “In 
Loving Tribute to P.F.C. Timothy J. O’Connor and his 
Fallen Comrades of all Wars. 

Page 415



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSE MARY O'CONNOR MARCH 13, 1924 - FEBRUARY 19, 2015  
WIFE OF ERNIE O’CONNOR WHO WAS THE SON OF JOHN/CORA 
O’CONNOR 
 

Rose Mary O’Connor, 90 of Loogootee, IN, passed away on February 19, 
2015 at East Gate Nursing Home in Washington.  
 

She was born on March 13, 1924 to the late John Edward and Mary 
Josephine (O’Neal) Smith.  Rose was a lifelong member of St. Mary 
Catholic Church – Barr Township. She was members of VFW Ladies 

Auxiliary, American Legion, Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary, The Eagles and she was a 
Gold Star Mother.  

 

Rose is survived by daughter, Carrie Brett of Loogootee; sons, Charles Edward O’Connor, 
Richard Joseph O’Connor, George Ernest O’Connor and Austin Owen O’Connor, all of 
Loogootee; grandchildren, Sheila (O’Connor) Guy, Timothy O’Connor, Leesha (O’Connor) 
Jeffries, Douglas O’Connor, Philip O’Connor II, Shawnna O’Connor, Cory O’Connor, Tina 
(O’Connor) Hess, Edward O’Connor, Amy Garland, Jennifer O’Connor, Michael O’Connor, 
Rebecca O’Connor, Charles O’Connor, Ronald O’Connor, Christopher O’Connor and Ryan 
David Oliva; and sister-in-law, Margaret Smith of Jasper.  

 

She is preceded in death by her husband, Ernest Jospeh O’Connor; sons, Ronald O’Connor, 
Philip Stephen O’Connor and Timothy John O’Connor; grandchildren, Megan Rose O’Connor 
and Scottie Lee O’Connor; siblings, Cosmas Edward (Helen) Smith, John Forrest (Ann) Smith, 
Eugene Paul (Ann) Smith, Margaret Alma (James) Palladino, Hugh Flavian Smith, James 

Above: Pictured is the grave stone for 
Ronald O’Connor, son of Ernie and Rose 
Mary O’Connor.  Ron was born on Oct. 25, 
1944 and Died on Jan. 10, 1999.  He was 
an army veteran. 

Above: Family Plot for Rose Mary O’Connor 
Family. In this picture you can see Tombstones 
for Rose(Left), sons Timothy (Beside Rose),  and 
stone for Ronald in the fore front.  Also buried 
here in this Family Plot is another son’s grave. 
Phil O’Connor but the Tombstone is not up yet.   
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Bernard (Mary) Smith, Robert Owen Smith, Francis Joseph (Martha) Smith, Edmond Paul 
(Doris) Smith and Eleanore Ann (Hubert) Hopkins.  

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, February 24, 2015 at 
St. Mary Catholic Church – Barr Township. Burial will follow in the church cemetery.  
Visitation will be from 4:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Monday, February 23, 2015 at the 
Brocksmith-Blake Funeral Home in Loogootee, Indiana.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right is the Tombstone for Rose Mary O’Connor 
who is buried in St. Mary’s Barr Twp. Cemetery.  
Rose was born on March 13, 1924 and died on 
Feb. 19, 2015.  She was married to Ernie 
O’Connor and they had eight Children.  The 
Children were in order: Ronald L., Phillip S., 
Timothy J., Austin O., George E., Richard J., 
Carolyn R. and Charles E.,  Ernie was the son of 
John & Cora “Mudd” O’Connor. John O’Connor 
was the son of Michael and Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor. 

Above: Tombstone for Ernie O’Connor, 
Born on Aug. 9, 1915 and died on Aug. 11, 
1989.  He passed away in Florida but was 
brought back and buried in St. John’s 
Cemetery in Loogootee.  The rest of his 
family is buried at St. Mary’s Barr-Twp. 
Cemetery.     

Right: The picture is 
that of Ernie 
O’Connor in his 
Military Uniform 
during WWII.  
Ernie was married 
to Rose “Smith” 
O’Connor and they 
had eight Children.   
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  Anna “O’Connor” was the 7th child of Michael Jr. and 

Bridget “Hart” O’Connor. She Married John J. Oberst on 
June 15, 1921 and the picture on the left is their wedding 
picture.  They had 5 children.  Dorothy Agnes who became 
a Nun from the Convent at Ferdinand and took the name of 
Sister Mary Celeste, Catherine Marie who married Wayne 
Hill, Mary Margaret Pride, Julian Michael who died at the 
age of five years and Theresa Bridget Keller. 

Above: Pictured are John and Anna “O’Connor” Oberst 
(Middle couple) on their wedding day. It is not known 
what couple stood up with them.  John and Anna were 
married on June 15, 1921 and they had 5 children. 

Left: Pictured are Catherine and Dorothy Oberst when they about 3-
4 years old.  Picture may have been taken around 1925-26 time 
frame.  Dorothy on the right later became a Benedictine Nun at 
Ferdinand and her name was Sister Celeste.  Catherine married 
Wayne Hill and they lived in Washington.  Wimpy O’Connor 
supplied these pictures.  

 
John & Anna (O’Connor) Oberst Family 

CHAPTER – 5E 
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Left is John and Anna Oberst’s Tombstone in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery west of Montgomery.  John was 
born on June 4, 1885 and died on Oct. 6 of 1968.  
Anna was born on Dec. 27, 1890 and died on Nov. 
14, 1937.   Anna was 7th of 9 children. They had 
five Children, one boy who died at a young age and 
four daughters. One of their daughters became a 
Nun. 
 

Right is the tombstone for Sister Celeste 
Oberst who was a Nun at the Convent in 
Ferdinand, Indiana. Sister Celeste was 
born on May 4, 1922 and died on July 
31, 2010.  She made her final vows on 
June 13, 1956.  Sister Celeste is buried 
in the Cemetery at the Convent at the 
bottom of the hill.  Sister Celeste’s 
mother was Anna “O’Connor” Oberst, 
and Anna’s parents were Michael 
O’Connor Jr. and Bridget “Hart”.   
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Left is Anna “Murphy” O’Connor (left, 
known as Annie) and on the Right is Joseph 
O’Connor her husband.  Annie and Joe 
O’Connor were married on May 23, 1922 and 
they had three sons, Omer, Ray and Earl.  Ray 
and Earl have passed away but Omer is in 
assisted living in Indianapolis.  Annie and Joe 
lived on 7978 East County Road 100 North 
near the junction of Co. Rd. 800 East.  Joe 
passed away in Jan. 1974 as Annie passed 
away in Feb. of 1988. These pictures were 
probably taken just a few years before Joe 
passed away.  Joe was a brother to my 
Grandmother Mary Lucy “O’Connor” 
Kavanaugh. 

Above are Joe and Annie 
“Murphy” O’Connor taken in their 
home on County Road 100 North.  
Joe and Annie had 3 sons, Omer, 
Ray and Earl (the youngest).  Omer 
and Earl both lived in Indianapolis.  
Picture most likely taken in the 60’s.   

Above: Joe and Annie O’Connor and their son’s family, 
Ray & Mary “Drury” O’Connor.  Sitting on the couch, left 
to right; Joe V. O'Connor, Anne O'Connor, Shannon 
O'Connor (Ray’s daughter), Mary O'Connor (Ray’s Wife), 
Ray O'Connor, Earl O'Connor.  Sitting on the floor, left to 
right; Dick O'Connor, Joe S., Chris and Frank (Ray’s 
sons). Last but not least, Earl's dog, Penny.  Ray and Earl 
are sons of Joe and Annie.  Earl was not married at this 
time.  Another child for Ray and Mary was Erin, not 
shown, was probably on the way.  Omer was the oldest son 
of Joe and Annie and may have been in service when the 
picture was taken.  Picture may have been taken in the late 
60’s.  

 
Joe & Annie (Murphy) O’Connor Family 

CHAPTER – 5F 
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Above: picture of Omer O’Connor while he was in the U.S. 
Navy.  Omer O’Connor is in the front row, third one from the 
right.   

Above is Omer O’Connor the oldest son of Joe and Annie 
O’Connor.  The picture on the left is Omer when he was 
probably in this late 30’s and the picture on the right is Omer 
when he would be about 80 years old.  Omer’s wife Norma 
passed away in June of 2008 and Omer now is in assisted 
living in North of Indianapolis.  Omer and Norma had 5 
children.   

Above Omer-Norma O’Connor 
Family:  Pictured here is part 
of Omer/Norma’s family as the 
youngest was not born with this 
picture was taken.   

Above: Shown here is Earl and 
Eleanor “Dages” O’Connor. 
Earl who was nickname “Early” 
was the youngest son of Joe and 
Annie O’Connor.  Picture was 
most likely taken in the 50’s.    
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  Right is Side-1 of a 
postcard from Joe 
O’Connor son of 
Michael Jr. and 
Bridget “Hart” 
O’Connor.  Joe was 
in WW1 and is 
pictured in his 
Doughboy Uniform. 
Left is Side-2 of the 
Postcard from Joe: 
This was from Joe 
O’Connor when he 
was in the Army.  Not 
sure where he was 
stationed at the time.   

Left is Ray 
O’Connor who was 
the son of Joe and 
Annie “Murphy” 
O’Connor.  Ray 
was born on Dec. 
25, 1924 and died 
on Dec. 10, 1983. 
Ray was married to 
Mary Francis 
Drury and they had 
six children. 
 

Above: are (L-R) Norma, (Omer’s 
Wife), Joe, Annie, Eleanor and Earl 
O’Connor. In front was Michael, 
(Omer-Norma’s son) Omer was taking 
the picture.  The picture may have been 
taken in the early 1950’s.   
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Above: an old picture of Joe & Annie O’Connor’s farm 
house.  The road that went west in front of their house 
was a dirt road until the late 70’s.  They lived at the 
junction of a T-Road but the narrow road east and south 
were rock roads. Note the building on the right of the 
house.  This picture was taken in the late 50’s.   

Above is the barn in back ground and 
the machine shed as the chickens 
wander in the barn yard on Joe/Annie 
O’Connor Farm.  The picture may 
have been taken in the 1960’s.  

Right: Pictured are Joe and Ernie O’Connor.  Ernie was 
a nephew of Uncle Joe O’Connor as Ernie was the son of 
John & Cora O’Connor.  Joe was the son of Michael Jr. 
and Bridget “Hart” O’Connor.  It appears this picture 
was taken in July, 1946.  Picture may have been taken at 
Uncle Joe’s house which is along County Road 100 where 
Dean Harwood build his home.  The old house where 
Uncle Joe lived has long been torn down.  I believe that 
Joe’s son may have taken the house down in the early 70’s.  
Joe was about 53 at the time of this picture and Ernie was 
just 31 years old.  This picture was supplied to me by 
Wimpy O’Connor, Ernie’s youngest Brother. 

Left: Earl O’Connor, son of 
Joe and Annie “Murphy” 
O’Connor. He was born on 
Nov. 26 1930 and died on May 
26, 2016. He had two brothers, 
one was Ray who passed away 
in 1983 and one brother Omer 
is still living. 
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Above Tombstone of Ray O’Connor.  Ray, born on 
Christmas Day 1924 and died on Dec. 10 of 1983.  
Ray was married to Mary Drury and they had six 
children.  They lived in Montgomery for a while but 
then moved out to where his Father and Mother 
lived near the O’Connor Lake.  Ray O’Connor 
worked at Uniroyal in Washington until they left 
town.  He served on the Barr-School Board from 
1972 until his death in 1983.  Ray had brothers 
Omer and Earl who made their home in 
Indianapolis.   

Above is the Tombstone for Joe/Anna 
“Murphy” O’Connor.  Joe was born on 
May 26, 1893 and died on Jan. 23, 1974.  
Anna better known as Annie was born on 
June 16, 1895 and died on Feb. 23, 1988. 
Joe was 8th of 9 children. Joe and Annie 
had three sons, Omer, Ray and Earl.    

Above: Earl & Eleanor O’Connor Family 
with sons, John and Charlie.  This picture 
was most likely taken around 2010.  Earl 
and his family lived in the Indianapolis 
area and he retired from Indiana Bell after 
35 years. 

Above is Omer/Norma O’Connor Family:  Standing 
(L-R) Patsy, Peggy, Chris, Mike, Dan, and Dan’s 
wife Jenny.  This picture was taken in the early 70’s. 
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NORMA O’CONNOR WAS THE WIFE OF OMER O’CONNOR, (OMER IS SON OF JOE/ANNIE 
O’CONNOR) NORMA J. O'CONNOR, BORN: SEPTEMBER 12, 1927 DIED: JUNE 5, 2008   
Norma Jeanne Wells O'Connor 80, of Indianapolis, passed away June 5, 2008. Norma was born in 
Indianapolis, September 12, 1927, daughter of Clarence and Ruth Wells. She never met a stranger 
and was a ray of sunshine to all. Norma is survived by her husband, Omer and 5 children, Michael 
O. (Gwen), Patricia A., Daniel W. (Kim), Christopher J. (Mary Pat) O'Connor and Peggy Jeanne 
Novotany; 15 grandchildren; 6 great grandchildren and brother, Don J. Wells. Norma and Omer 
celebrated 60 years of marriage in 2007, having been baptized on their wedding day at the former 
St. Catherine's Catholic Church. She was a member of Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church since 
1949 where she was a past president of the Altar Society and was in the choir until a few months 
ago. She had a beautiful voice; singing and cooking were her passion. She was talented in many 
hobbies including ceramics. Among her many endeavors was obtaining a real estate license, 
Investigator for Center Twp. Trustee and cook at Our Lady of Grace Academy.  Visitation will be 
Sunday, June 8, 2008 from 3 – 8 p.m. at Little & Sons Funeral Home Beech Grove Chapel, with a 
Rosary service at 7 p.m..  Funeral Mass Monday, June 9th at 11:00 a.m. in Holy Name Catholic 
Church. Burial will be in Holy Cross Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the church, 
Holy Name.  

 EARL O’CONNOR, 85, Indianapolis, passed away on May 26, 2016.  Born November 26, 1930 in 
Montgomery, IN to the late Joseph and Anna (Murphy) O’Connor,  he was a 49 year member of St. 
Jude Catholic Church.   He retired as supervisor from Indiana Bell after 35+ years.   He was a US 
Air Force veteran.  A devoted family man and friend, we remember him as mischievous, strong 
willed, determined, light hearted, very witty and he was our beloved.   He enjoyed going to sporting 
events with his sons and coaching them throughout their childhood.  Earl was quite the handyman; 
if it was broke, he would fix it!  Survivors include his wife of 63 years, Eleanor; two sons, Charlie 
O’Connor (Diana), John O’Connor (Gayle); brother, Omer O’Connor and many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by brother Ray. Visitation will be Tuesday, 
May 31 from 4 -7:00 PM at G. H. Herrmann Madison Avenue Funeral Home, 5141 Madison 
Avenue, followed by the funeral at 7:00 PM. Burial will be at St. Peter’s Cemetery in Montgomery, 
IN at 12:00 PM on Wednesday, June 1.  Memorial contributions may be made to American Cancer 
Society.  Online condolences: www.ghherrmann.com 
 

Left: the Tombstone Earl O’Connor and 
his wife Eleanor “Dages” O’Connor.  
Earl was the son of Joe and Annie 
“Murphy” O’Connor.  Earl was born on 
Nov. 26, 1930 and died on May 26, 2016.  
Eleanor his wife was born on Dec. 5, 
1930 and died on Dec. 28, 2016.  Earl 
and Eleanor had two sons, John and 
Charlie.  Earl & Eleanor lived at 
Indianapolis but are buried at St. Peter’s 
Cementer near the big cross. 
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Left is the tombstone for Michael 
“Leo” O’Connor who was born in 
1885 and died in 1951.  Leo was the 
5th of 9 children. Leo was never 
married and lived his last days in the 
farm house where eventually 
Herman/Mary Craney lived after Leo.  
M/M Mark Graber now live there.  

Left: Three sons of Michael Jr. & 
Bridget “Hart” O’Connor.  Shown 
here are three of the O’Connor Boys, 
(L-R) Jim, Leo and Matt. Jim is 
holding Joan Fuhs, granddaughter of 
Matt. Jim married Margaret 
Matthews, Matt married Corine Arvin 
and Leo never married.   

Right Tombstone for James “Jim” /Margaret 
“Matthews” O’Connor.  Jim was the 3rd oldest 
of nine Children. Jim was born in 1880 and died 
in 1947.  Margaret was born in 1883 and died in 
1984.  Margaret Matthews outlived three hus-
bands.  After Jim O’Connor passed away, Mar-
garet married Jim Daily and after he passed 
away she married George Walker and she out 
lived him as well. Margaret passed away at the 
age of 100 Years Old after finishing her last 
years in the nursing home at Washington. 
 

 
Jim & Margaret (Matthews) O’Connor, Michael Leo O’Connor 

CHAPTER – 5G 
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 Left: Pictured are Margaret “Matthews”, 
O’Connor, Daily, Walker, (Left) and on the right is 
George Walker.  George Walker was Margaret’s 
third husband. Margaret Matthews first married Jim 
O’Connor and after he passed away she married Jim 
Daily and after he passed away she married George 
Walker.  She out lived George as she lived to be 100 
years old at the time of her death. Speaking of 
George Walker, I do believe that George was also 
married three times after losing his first two wives.  
This picture was taken from the All Saint’s 100th 
Anniversary Book. 
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Left: a picture of Julie O’Connor, wife of 
Michael O’Connor Sr. She died on June 6, 1891 
at the age of 75.  She is buried along with her 
husband in the West Section of St. Peter’s 
Cemetery as you enter the west entrance.  Not 
sure when this picture was taken but it may be 
late in life. We were not able to locate any 
pictures of Michael O’Connor Sr.  When 
Michael O’Connor married Julie Fitzgibbons 
she had three Children from a previous 
marriage in Kentucky.  Children from the first 
marriage were John, Mary and Thomas. After 
she Married Michael O’Connor Sr. they had 
four more children, Margaret, Michael Jr,   
Catherine and Julia. 
 

Margaret was born in 1850 and died in 1924. 
She married William Bradley and is buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery.  They lived in or near 
Loogootee.   
 

Michael Jr. was born on Feb. 8, 1852 and died 
Feb. 15, 1935.  He married Bridget Hart in 
1876. After Bridget died he married Judith 
Clark but that did not work out.  Kids did not 
approve and she moved back to Loogootee.   It 
is said that when Michael was in Texas visiting 
his sister, Judith Passed away and He did not 
come back for the Funeral. It may not been so 
much between them but for the sake of the family 
it was best they live apart. 
 

Catherine was born on Oct. 8, 1854 and died on 
March 28, 1911. She married John Bradley and 
lived in East St. Louis.  They are buried in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery. 
 

Julia Ann was born about 1858 and married 
Mr. ?? Collins in 1876.  They lived in Texas 
where they ran a dairy farm. During the 
depression she wrote her brother Michael Jr. 
asking for financial help.  Michael’s son John 
O’Connor answered the letter saying it was 
impossible.   

Above: Pictured is Julie “Lundergan” Fitz-
gibbons O’Connor, Wife of Michael 
O’Connor Sr.  A little info. on Michael 
O’Connor Sr. Michael O’Connor Sr. 
Immigrated to the Unites States from Ireland in 
the early 1840’s and after the required period 
of time became a citizen of the United States on 
April 27, 1846 in New Albany.  He married 
Julie Ann “Lundergan” Fitzgibbons on Feb. 
28, 1876 in St. Michaels Church north of 
Montgomery.  He built a small home on a hill 
just north of the railroad tracks just south of 
where Joe & Annie O’Connor made their home 
years later.  It is not known for sure but it may 
have been that after Michael O’Connor Sr. 
raised his family in that home that he deeded 
the property to his son Michael O’Connor Jr. 
who raised his 9 children in the same house.  
The home disappeared and was probably torn 
down and there was no trace where the house 
stood.  It is all farm land now.  

 
Michael Sr. & Julie (Lundergan) Fitzgibbons O’Connor Family 
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  Citizenship Papers for Michael O’Connor Sr. from April 24th, 1846 

Michael O’Connor became a citizen in Floyd County, New Albany Indiana 
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Left is the tombstone 
for Michael Sr. & 
Julia A. O’Connor in 
St. Peter’s Cemetery in 
Montgomery.  The 
stone is located just 
inside the west 
entrance and on the 
West Section. Michael 
O’Connor died Oct. 25 
1877 at the age of 67 
years.  Julia died on 
June 6, 1891 at the age 
of 75 years.   

Left Michael O’Con-
nor Immigrated to 
America from Co. 
Kerry Ireland and his 
wife Julie Immigrated 
from Co. Tipperary 
Ireland.   
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Below: This Map indicates where the documents are in relationship to where the land is.  
There were three Documents, the 1887 transfer deed, the 1912 Document and the 1839 
Land Grant.  Have given some landmarks so you might know where the area is. Landmark 
Surveying Helped to locate the sites. 
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Below: Land Grand 1839: This Document is a Land Grant from August 1, 1839 that was 
issued to Francis McNally and signed by U.S. President Martin Van Buren for 40 Acres that 
was located along Hwy 50, then north along Co. Road 800 East to about halfway the 
distance to the Railroad Tracks then west to border of Mike/Patty Fuhs Property then 
straight south Hwy 50 to where Mark Graber now has his home. Mr. McNally originally got 
this Land Grant but Michael O’Connor Sr. brought it from Him. 
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  Below: This Document Transfers 80 Acres from Michael O’Connor Sr. & his wife Julie 

O’Connor to Michael O’Connor Jr.  On the 17th day of July of 1877.  Michael O’Connor 
Sr. Died a few months later in October of 1877. 

One 40 acre plot lays north of County Road 100 North where Tony Fuhs now lives 
and the other 40 acre plot is in the area where the lake is and north of where 
Joe/Annie O’Connor made their home. 
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Below: This is a Warranty Deed in which Michael O’Connor Jr. deeded about 40 
acres to his son Matthew O’Connor on November 4th of 1909.  
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 Below: This is a Document where Matthew & Corine O’Connor Transferred to 
Michael O’Connor Jr. 40 acres on Sept. 24, 1912.  This land transfer was along 
County Road 800 East starting halfway from Hwy 50 to County Road 100 North then 
west to about the property line now owned by Tony/Trudy Fuhs then go south for 40 
acres square. 
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  St. Peters Catholic Church  

Montgomery Indiana 
St. Peters Church in the 1950’s 

Left is a picture of how St. Peter’s 
Church appeared in the 1950’s during a 
wedding.  As you can tell the old 
Communion Rails are still there so it is 
pre Vatican Two.  Nearly all the 
Kavanaughs attended this church at one 
time or another.  My Great 
Grandparents Timothy and Margaret 
“Nolan” Kavanaugh attended this 
church and later helped to start the 
church at All Saints in Cannelburg as it 
was closer to their home.  Timothy’s 
Funeral was held in this church in 1893. 
Many of my ancestors attended this 
church from the Kavanaugh, O’Connor 
and Hart Families.  
Timothy & Margaret donated a stain 
glass window (Last Stain Glass Window 
on the South side) in St. Peter’s Church.  
The value of that window today is 50 to 
250 thousand if you can get one.  As 
children we attended St. Peters School 
and attended Daily Mass there at St. 
Peters.  This church was a central part of 
our lives.  My wife and I (Louis Jr. & Liz 
“Michaels” Kavanaugh) were married 
there along with many of our children 
and and other family members.  My Mom’s (Catherine Kavanaugh) Funeral Mass was held in this 

church in 2007. As you can see this church has been a big part of our lives and still is today as 
several descendants of the Kavanaughs, O’Connors and Harts are members here.  We also take 
pride in the fact that Notre Dame University was to be started here but because of sickness and 
other factors the Holy Cross Brothers moved to South Bend Indiana after the Bishop there gave 
them land to build the University. 

 
Churches Our Ancestors Attended in Daviess County 
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Left is a picture of St. 
Peter’s Church as it 
appears now.  Many of 
the descendants of the 
Kavanaughs, O’Con-
nors and Hart Families 
are members of this 
church today.  In 2018 
this Church will 
celebrate its 200th 
Anniversary and the 
Kavanaughs, O’Con-
nors and the Harts 
have been a part of 
that for a good part of 
that time.  Many 
individuals who once 
went to St. Patrick’s, 
St. Michael’s and All 
Saints now attend St. 
Peter’s as all of those 
parishes have now 
joined in together.  St. 
Michael’s has been 
torn down and St. 
Patrick’s has been 
turned over to the 
Corning Irish Heritage 
Center but All Saints 
still has services on 
Tuesday evening and is 
open for Funerals & 
Weddings.   

St. Peters Church on Christmas Eve Service in 2012 

Above: Sign for St. Peter’s Cemetery near the entrance 
on the south side. 
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Left: window in St. Peter’s Church 
was donated by Timothy and 
Margaret Kavanaugh, Great 
Grandparents of Louis Kavanaugh Jr.  
They were members of St. Peter’s 
Church but later help to start All 
Saints in Cannelburg because it was 
closer to their home.  Today the cost of 
this window would be between 50 
Thousand to 250 Thousand if you can 
get the material.  Windows were 
imported from overseas years after the 
church was built.  This window is on 
the left side of the church, the very last 
window on the south side of the 
church.   

Above: You can see the inscription on 
the window along the south side of St. 
Peter’s Church donated by the 
Kavanaugh family which reads, “In 
Memory of Timothy and Margaret A. 
Kavanaugh”  
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Left: St. Peter’s 
Cemetery, Plaza.  This 
is the Plaza at St. 
Peter’s Cemetery 
located on the north 
portion of the 
cemetery.  St. Peter’s 
Cemetery has the 
largest number of 
buried ancestors.  This 
is more than any of the 
other cemeteries in the 
area.  Buried here are 
Parents, Grandpar-
ents, Great Gra-
ndparents on the 
Kavanaugh, O’Connor  
and on Hart sides. This 
Plaza was built around 
the year 2000. My 
Parents Louis Sr. & 
Catherine Kavanaugh 
are buried just to left 
in this picture. Below 
is a picture of the west 
section where my 
Grandparents John & 
Mary Lucy O’Connor 
are buried. 
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Left is how St. Patrick’s Church 
looked from the outside when the 
Catherine “McCauley” Kava-
naugh and the McCauleys and the 
Walshs attended Church back in 
the early 1900’s.  Mom use to tell 
me how she use to walk from her 
home on the Corning Road south 
and go to Daily Mass and then go 
on to school which was just a 
short distance from the church 
property.  The Corning one room 
school house was just south of the 
church near where Dan and 
Donna Hedrick now live.    

Left: St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church as it looked in July 2012:  
This is how the church looked on 
the inside as it had some very 
beautiful altars and statues in the 
Church.  When my mother 
(Catherine “McCauley” Kava-
naugh) attended this church she 
served as a sacristan and sang in 
the choir.  Mom and Dad were 
married in this church on July 4, 
1936.  Their reception was only 
the 2nd wedding reception held in 
St. Patrick’s Hall.  The Hall is 
gone now as it was torn down a 
few years ago.  Catherine “Mc- 

Cauley” Kavanaugh’s parents along with Aunts and Uncles from the McCauleys and the Walsh  
Families attended this church as well.  Mom’s sisters (Dorothy & Jim Mahan, Helen & Alvin Doyle) 
were also married in this church along with her parents.  The funerals for her parents along with 
other family members took place here.  You will note the Red Votive Light on the wall on the right 
side in the sanctuary was donated by Catherine Kavanaugh in Memory of her Parents John & 
Bridget McCauley.  This was done in the 70’s when Father Erbacher was the Pastor at All Saints 
and St. Patrick’s.   The church is closed now and most everything in the church is gone.  Some items 
went to St. Peter’s in Montgomery while the pews went to individuals and other churches.  The 
Priest’s House has been turned over to the Corning Irish Heritage Center and the Church building 
will also be turned over to them as soon as the paperwork is completed. 

St. Patrick’s Church & St. Patrick’s Cemetery 
Corning, Indiana 
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Left: Stain Glass window at St. Patrick’s Church, 
Donated by John & Bridget McCauley and Edward 
Walsh.  Mom had always told me about his window and 
said if anything happens to that church to see if that 
window can be preserved.  Presently that window is still 
in the upper left of the back of the church near the choir 
loft.  Even though the church is closed the beautiful 
windows remain in the church.  Mom had high praise for 
her Dad and Mom to donate this window as they were not 
blessed with excess funds to do something like this.  She 
was proud of what they did for St. Patrick’s Church.   

Above and left are aerial pictures of St. Patrick’s 
Church grounds and St. Patrick’s Cemetery. John & 
Bridget McCauley and three of their children along with 
many of the Walsh Family are buried in this Cemetery.   
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Above: St. Patrick’s Catholic Society: I came across this picture during my research 
and found it  interesting.  If you will note that in the back row, 5th from the left is John 
McCauley (My Grandfather).  The Irish like to have a good time and sometimes may 
have partied too hearty and that is why some churches established Abstinence groups.  
Hopefully it cut down on the use of alcohol.   Some organizations were called 
Hibernians and I think that is what that eventually was called.  You will note a lot of 
names that are familiar to the St. Patrick’s Area.   
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Below: Pictures of All Saints Catholic Church where the Kavanaughs worshiped for many years. 
This included the families of John & Mary Lucy, Lawrence & Agnes, Pat & Julie, Louis Sr. & 
Catherine. Several Stained Glass Windows in this church were donates by the Kavanaughs.   

Louie & Catherine Kavanaugh 
eight sons served Mass as Altar 
Boys at All Saints and the Girls 
sang in the Church Choir. The 
Church was the center of the 
Kavanaugh’s lives as they not 
only attended Mass on the 
Sunday but thru the week as 
much as possible.  Many of us 
will remember going to Mass at 
6:30AM in the morning during 
Lent or attending Communion 
Service at 5:30 or 6PM 
whichever worked out with the 
farm and school schedule.  Our 
Dad Louis Sr. was baptized in 
this church and so were all 10 
of the Children. Three of the 
children had their weddings in 
this church, Kay & Dave 
Andres, Charlotte & Jerry 
Lewinski and Mark & Clara 
Kavanaugh. 
 This church suffered a major 
fire in October of 1953 which 
left the church in need of a 
major renovation before the 
congregation was able to get 
back into the building in 1954. 
During this time the pews were 
removed and stored in newly 
constructed barn on the Louis 
& Catherine Kavanaugh Farm.   
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Left: All Saints Church as it 
appears today.  There are no 
services held on the weekends 
anymore but Mass is held each 
Tuesday Evening and on special 
days when the Pastor’s schedules 
permits.  Funerals and Weddings 
are also held here.  The Funeral 
for Louis Kavanaugh Sr. was 
held in this church in March of 
1990 and funerals for many of 
the Kavanaughs were also held 
in this church.  The Viewing for 
Catherine Kavanaugh was held 
here but the Funeral was moved 
to St. Peter’s Church in 
Montgomery because of the large 
crowd expected for the funeral.   
 

Left: Stain Glass Windows in All Saints Church: 
Pictured are two stain glass windows in All Saints 
Catholic Church in Cannelburg that were donated by 
the Kavanaugh Families.  
  

The window on the left was donated by Patrick 
Kavanaugh (son of Mark & Anna “Kelly” 
Kavanaugh) & Dennis Kavanaugh, (son of Mark & 
Mary “Dowling” Kavanaugh). The window on the 
right was donated by Father Timothy Kavanaugh and 
his sister Margaret Kavanaugh in Memory of their 
Parents who were also named Timothy and Margaret 
“Nolan” Kavanaugh. 
  

You might note that the Kavanaugh family of Patrick 
and Dennis later changed their last name to 
Cavanaugh  with a “C” instead of Kavanaugh.  This 
is further proof that this side of the family changed 
their name from K to C and not the other way 
around. It is told to me that Mark’s Family changed 
their name from Kavanaugh to Cavanaugh because 
of confusion with bank accounts. Mark Kavanaugh & 
Timothy Kavanaugh Sr. were brothers as both came 
to the United States from Ireland in the early 1800’s. 
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Derived from the Irish Gaelic name Caomhánach, which 
means "a student of saint CAOMHÁN". It was the name used 
by a 12th-century king of Leinster, Domhnall Caomhánach, 
the eldest son of the historic Irish king Diarmait Mac 
Murchada. http://www.behindthename.com/name/caomha10n 
 
Kavanaugh has 2 variant forms: Cavanagh, Kavanagh. 
 
Kavanagh or Kavanaugh is a surname of Irish origin, 
Caomhánach in Irish Gaelic. It is properly Mac Murchadha 
Caomhánach (an example of an Irish agnomen; see Ó 
Catharnaigh Sionnach or Fox of Fir Teathbha), but is often 
now rendered 'Caomhánach' or rarely 'Ó Caomhánaigh'. 
"Kavanagh" and "Kavanaugh" are anglicized variations of 
the Irish Gaelic surname Caomhánach (Cʌoṁʌñʌċ in 
traditional Gaelic script).[2] The surname was first assumed 
by Domhnall Caomhánach, the eldest son of the 12th century 
King of Leinster, Diarmait Mac Murchada) in Ireland.[3] A 
considerable number of anglicized variations of Caomhánach exist, with some of the most 
common being: "Kavanagh", "Cavanagh", "Kavanaugh" and "Cavanaugh".[1]  The surname 
was possibly adopted by Síl Fáelchán clansmen in preference to the earlier name 
MacMurrough, given the prestige associated with the dynamic junior line that seized the 
chiefship of the Uí Cheinnselaig tribal group in the High Middle Ages. 
[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kavanagh_%28surname%29#cite_note-variations-1 
[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kavanagh_%28surname%29#cite_note-family-2 
[3] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kavanagh_%28surname%29#cite_note-3 
 
Your Name Kavanaugh 
By Joe T. Boyes 
 
Okay, you can spell it, Kavanaugh, Cavenaugh, or Cavanaugh, too, as far as I’m concerned 
even Keevan and kevane in some instances.   
 
Don’t get mad at me, I didn’t invent Gaelic.  And in the original spelling of that rather 
formidable tongue it’s Caomhanach, one of the few ancident Irish surnames which has neither 
an O nor a Mac for a prefix. 
 
Caomh means “comely,” however the family name denotes a descendant of the St. Coamhan, 
the first Kavanaugh having been fostered by a successor of that saint.  Since there were 15 St. 
Caomhans in Ireland, it’s a little tough to tell exactly which one.   

 
The Kavanaugh History & Meaning  

CHAPTER – 7 
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The family is a branch of the MacMurroughs, the first Kavanaugh of record being Donal, son of 
Demot MacMurrough, the King of Leinster. 
 
He, according to history was the immediate cause of the Anglo-Norman invasion of the 1100’s, 
but I say there are no bad boys, just bad parents.  It was probably just a teen-ager’s prank.  The 
well-known song “Eileen Aroon” was composed in the 13th century about a Kavanaugh 
daughter, but I don’t think it’s on the top 10 right now. 
 
If you're looking for an Irish last name that moves beyond Casey and Cassidy, this one is 
pleasant sounding and worth considering. Kavanaugh, which can also be spelled Cavanagh, 
Cavenagh, Kavanagh, and Cavanaugh, is one of the few traditional Irish surnames not to start 
with Mc or O'. Kavanagh relates to the name first Kevin or Caomhan. Early kings of Leinster 
bore the name Kavanaugh. 
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Left: Old Kavanaugh House.  Also Home 
Place for Lawrence & Agnes “Healy” 
Kavanaugh. This is the Farm House that once 
stood on County Road 100 North just West of 
Cannelburg.  It was once the home of Timothy 
and Margaret “Nolan” Kavanaugh where they 
raised their family.  After their passing it was 
then passed down to his son Lawrence 
Kavanaugh who married Agnes “Healy” and 
they raised their Family on this farm.   The 
house was torn down around 2012.   
 

Below is another view of the Old Kavanaugh 
Farm House.  It sat on the hill with a lane 
leading back to it.  It was told to us that the 
house was built around a small log cabin.  
When Father Tim Kavanaugh a son of the Tim 
& Margaret Kavanaugh returned to the area he 
would celebrate a Mass in the house. 

HOME PLACE OF TIMOTHY & MARGARET “NOLAN” 

KAVANAUGH 



 
 
 
 

THE KAVANAUGH HOME PLACE  
NEAR CANNELBURG 

Left: The Farm House around 1939 In this picture you get a clear 
view of what the house looked like on the front. John & Mary Lucy 
Kavanaugh are pictured with their Daughter Rose Kavanaugh 
sometime before she entered the Convent.  

Above: The Kavanaugh Home place as it appears today:  John & 
Mary Lucy Kavanaugh raised their 11 children there and Louis & 
Catherine Kavanaugh raised their 10 children there.  Their son Lee & 
Irma bought “The Farm” and after Lee’s passing his widow Irma still 
has it in the Kavanaugh Name. 
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